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Cabinet
clears
way for
vote on
abortion

abortion for 12 weeks with-
out restriction. However, he
will support repeal and all
other committee recommen-
dations He is understood to
have told last night’s lengthy
Cabinet meeting that while
he is broadly in favour of lib-
eralising Ireland’s abortion
laws he feels the proposed 12-
week law goes too far.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, Mr Coveney said: “The
status quo of how women are
treated in crisis pregnancy
cannot remain. I am united
with my Cabinet colleagues
in agreeing to repeal the 8th
amendment and allow en-
a b l i n g l e g i s l a t i o n . W h  ile 
there are differing viewpoint
on the content of that legis-
l at i o n , pa  rt  ic  ul  ar l y on  12  
weeks access unrestricted,
that is a matter for the Oi-
reachtas to now debate. My
views are clear on that and I
expressed them at Cabinet.”

A t Ca  b i n e t , C h  ild  re  n ’s  
Minister Katherine Zappone
a n d Tr  an  sp  or  t  M i n i s t e r
Shane Ross queried the need
f o r re  p l ac  in  g  t h e E i gh  th 
Amendment but said they
we re ha  pp  y  t o a c c e p t t he 
legal advice from the Attor-
ney General Seamus Wolfe.

L abo ur le a de r Bre n dan
Howlin welcomed the deci-
sion to proceed with a refer-
endum but has said Govern-
ment needs to provide clear
rationale for the departure
from the recommendation of
the Oireachtas Committee.

Meanwhile, wards of court
are to be abolished and the
rights of the disabled are to
be greatly enhanced as the
Government today is set to
approve ratification of the
United Nations Convention
on disabilities.

Mr Coveney is to bring a
memorandum, seen by the
I r i s h Ex  am  in  er  ,  s e e k i n g
G o ve r n m e n t ap  pr  ov a l to 
sign up to the Convention.

I re l a n d is  t h e o  nl  y  o u t -
s t a n d i n g EU  c ou  n  try  t o
comply with the Convention
which seeks to promote, pro-
tect and ensure the full and
e q u a l en  jo  y m  en  t  o f a l  l
h u m a n r i gh  ts  a n d  f un  da  -
mental freedoms by all per-
sons with disabilities.

Independent Alliance Dis-
a b i l i t y M i n i s t er  F in  ia n 
McGrath, who sits at Cabi-
net, has been seeking Gov-
e r n m e n t su  pp  or  t  fo r th  is 
move since entering office.

News: 4
Analysis: 11

■ Coveney concern at unrestricted
terminations up to 12th week
Daniel McConnell,
Fiachra O Cionnaith,
and Juno McEnroe
Tánaiste Simon Coveney and
other ministers expressed
deep concerns as to the pro-
posed legalising of abortions
up to the 12th week of preg-
nancy during a  four-hour
Cabinet meeting.

The Government agreed to
hold a  referendum on the
Eighth Amendment of the
Constitution that will ask
people to repeal article 40.3.3
and replace it with a provi-
sion to enable the Oireachtas
to legislate for abortion.

Friday, May 25, is seen as
the most like day for polling.

“We already have abortion
in Ireland but it is unsafe and
unlawful...we can no longer
export our problems,”said
Ta o i s e a c h L e o  Va r a d k a r
after the meeting.

Mr Varadkar said he sup-
ports the proposal being put
and also has moved in his
own view and said he sup-
ports the recommendation to
permit abortions in all cases
up to 12 weeks.

The people will be asked
that to approve a  provision
may be made to regulate the
termation of pregancy, the
Taoiseach said.

He said he will advocate
fo r a  Ye s vo t e , sa yin g hi s
p o s i t i o n on  a bo  r t io  n   has 
changed. He said that, if the
referendum is passed, abor-
tion in Ireland will become
“legal, safe, and rare.”

“ I n re  la  t i o n  t o  the  12 
weeks, people will have to
make up their own minds
based on the evidence,” he
said.

After an four-hour meet-
ing, the Cabinet formally
agreed to allow Minister for
Health Simon Harris to draft
a referendum bill to pave the
way for a public vote in May
or June.

Mr Harris will also bring
forward a general scheme of
a bill to allow for abortions
up to 12 weeks but the fina-
lised text will not be made
known until after the refer-
endum.

Mr Varadkar said abor-
tions after 12 weeks of ges-
tation will only occur in rare
circumstances, such as fatal
f o e t a l ab  n o rm  a l i t i e s  a n d
where there is a threat to the
health or life of the mother.

At Cabinet, Mr Coveney
told colleagues he can not
support recommendation of

Over 30 sailors ask to quit navy in ‘unprecedented’ exodus
local companies who were
only too willing to recruit
ex-naval service personnel
as they were reliable, and he
is concerned that departures
will put increased work-
loads on those who remain.

“This will lead to a change
in work/life balance for
those who are left,” he said.

Mr Keane said as the econ-
omy continues to improve it
will also make it harder to
find young men and women
to join the ranks of the De-
fence Forces unless their
p a y an  d  c o n d i t i o n s a r e
brought up to the standards
which can be found in the
private sector.

While recruitment had
been stepped up across the
army, naval service, and air
corps, Mr Keane said the
scale of departures meant
“we’re running just to keep
still”.

“Military life is robust
and there needs to be proper
pay to reflect that,” he said.
“Natural wastage will occur
in any type of job, but why
should such experienced
people be going? Former
comrades who have left to
work in the private sector
are telling their serving col-
leagues there’s a better life
outside.”

Mr Keane said he knew of

nothing is done to address
the issue of retention.

He pointed out that it is
six months since the Univer-
sity of Limerick climate sur-
vey on attitudes in the De-
fence Forces was published.

T h e da  mn  in  g  r e p o r t ,
which was exclusively re-
vealed by the Irish Exam-
iner, found poor pay, lack of
expertise, exhaustion, and
“Hotel Rwanda”-style bar-
racks were the cause of a
major exodus of personnel.

T h e We l l b e i n g in  t he 
Defence Forces Climate
Survey, carried out in 2015,
also highlighted significant
problems.

had only served a few years.
He said he had no doubt

that poor pay and conditions
experienced by members of
the Defence Forces, allied to
better opportunities in the
private sector, were fuelling
the exodus.

“Last year, there were just
over 100 discharges in total
from the Naval Service, with
the vast majority leaving be-
fore they were due to retire,”
said Mr Keane. “So far this
year, we have seen more
than one a day looking at
that option.”

Mr Keane said he and his
colleagues were “worried”
that trend could continue if

only a couple of years into
their career.

PDforra president Mark
Keane said only a couple of
the 33 who had so far sought
discharge in the past month
were eligible for retirement
this year.

Mr Keane said seasoned
petty officers and leading
seaman with a wealth of ex-
perience were among those
who were seeking to leave
the service and that this
would have “a serious effect
on the level of corporate
knowledge”.

I n a d d i t io  n ,  h e s a id 
around half looking to bail
out were able seamen who

Sean O’Riordan
Defence Correspondent

More than 30 members of
t h e na  va l s e r v i c e  h a ve
asked to apply for discharge
from the force in the past
m o n t h , wh  ic h ha  s  b e e n
d e s c r i b e d a s “ un  p r e c e- 
dented” and “worrying” by
their representative organi-
sation.

PDfor ra, which repre-
sents enlisted members of
the Defence Forces, said it is
concerned at the “wealth of
experience” being lost at one
end of the scale and the
numbers of younger person-
nel who are jumping ship
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The scene where a van crashed through the kitchen window of pensioner Annie Burrell’s home outside Waringstown, Co Down. SEE: Page 6 Picture: Liam McBurney
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In ‘My War on Drugs:
True Lives’, a former
addict looks at the
degradation of poor
communities and
what drug addicts
suffered in the Celtic
Tiger era. Page 13

News
An historian who has
pleaded guilty to
murdering a mother of
three in her own home
told gardaí he was paid
a relatively small sum
to carry out the brutal
crime. Page 7

players in this organisation.”
Mr Leahy said the feud was not over.
“We have to keep focused,” he said. “We

have to keep the resources in place and we
will pursue it to the nth degree.”

He said families and communities, particu-
larly in the north inner city, have suffered
and he urged young men at risk of getting
sucked in to turn their backs on it.

“Please do not get involved, even on the
periphery of this feud,” said Mr Leahy.

“The minute you get involved you become
a liability to these people and at some stage
they will start looking at these liabilities and
visit even more unhappiness on communities
and families.”

News: 17

Michael Barr, 35, was shot dead in Sunset House
Pub on North Strand, Dublin, in April 2016.

Cormac O’Keeffe
Security Correspondent

Key players in the Kinahan crime cartel will
be brought before the courts in the near
future, Dublin’s top garda has said.

Assistant commissioner for the Dublin
Metropolitan Region, Pat Leahy, said An
G arda Sío ch án a wo u ld “d is man tl e” th e
c ar  te  l,  s a y in  g t ha t no  o th  e r r e s u l t wa s
“conceivable”.

He was speaking after gardaí secured their
first conviction in relation to the estimated 14
murders linked to the so-called Kinahan-
Hutch feud — all but two of them at the hands
of the cartel.

Eamonn Cumberton, aged 30, from Mount-
joy St in Dublin’s nor th inner city, had
pleaded not guilty at the Special Criminal
Court to the murder of Michael Barr in the
Sunset House pub, in the north inner city, on
April 25, 2016.

He was convicted after DNA from a Fred-
die Kruger mask and a baseball cap worn by
one of three gunmen identified him.

Mr Leahy said it was not just footsoldiers
of the Kinahan cartel who were being pros-
ecuted.

“ We ta  lk  ed  a b o u t d  is  ma  nt  l  i ng  t h is 
org anisation and we will dismantle this
organisation — there is no other outcome
conceivable in relation to this,” he said.

“Some of the people we are looking at will
be before the courts in the near future and
are not mere footsoldiers — they are key

Gardaí vow to ‘dismantle’
Kinahan crime cartel

Man cleared of rape on tour bus after Derulo show
woman repeatedly denied
that she had kissed the man.

The man had pleaded not
guilty at the Central Crimi-
nal Court to rape, oral rape,
sexual assault, and false im-
p r i s o n m e n t o f t h e  t h e n
19-year-old woman. The of-
fences allegedly occurred in
a ve h i cl e at a  l o c at i o n in 
Cork City on June 27, 2014.

The direction to the jury
t o a c qu  i t t h e m  an  o n  all  
charges ends the trial.

News: 2

investigation was handled
very well overall, the failure
to test the neck of the ac-
cused man for DNA left a
real danger of an unfair trial.

T h e ju  ry  h e a r d  t he  3 5 -
year-old man, who denied
raping the woman in June
2014, told ga rdaí the com-
plainant had kissed him on
the right side of his neck. He
said he believed her saliva
would be there, and asked
them to test for it. During her
ev i d e n c e in  t h e t  r i a l ,  t h e

Sarah-Jane Murphy

A judge has directed a jury
to acquit a second man ac-
cused of raping a woman on a
tour bus after a Jason Derulo
concert.

On day 12 of the trial, Mr
Justice Paul Butler told the
jury at the Central Criminal
Court that although he was
very reluctant to withdraw
the case from them, it was
necessary as a matter of law.

H e s a id  t h a t  w h i le  th e  
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Jury told to acquit rape accused
DNA of the complainant.

“ We d o n ’ t  k n o w t h e
a n s w e r th  a t w ou  ld h  av  e
resulted had this test been
carried out, but without it
there is a very real danger
that the accused would have
been subjected to an unfair
trial.”

Mr Justice Butler said that
w h i l e he  h a d  t he  b e n e f it 
of hindsight, investigating
g a r d a í d i d  n o t ha  ve th  is 
advantage, adding that, over-
all, their investigation had
been “handled very well in-
deed”.

He said he was, therefore,
withdrawing the decision
from the jury as a  matter
of law and directed them to
find the defendant not guilty
b y d i r e c t i o n  o f th  e  t r i a l
judge.

He excused the 10 men and
two women from jury service
for a period of ten years.

to ensure that the accused
got a fair trial.”

In the absence of the jury,
Sean Guerin, defending, sub-
mitted the complainant’s evi-
dence was she had not kissed
t h e ac  cu  se  d  a n d th  at sh  e
would have been kissing him
if she wanted to have sex.

“Proof of kissing goes di-
rectly to the question of con-
sent in this case,” said Mr
Guerin.

He said his client said the
woman had kissed him on
the neck and invited gardaí
to swab his neck for saliva.
This was not done.

Mr Justice Butler said if it
were shown that kissing, as
alleged by the accused, took
place, it would at the very
least put doubt in the mind of
a jury.

H e s  a id  a  s w a b  o f th  e
d e  f e  nd  a n  t ’ s  n e c k c o u l d
have been tested against the

and asked them to stop, but
they did not. She said she
managed to make her escape
after a third man came over
and said: “I’m next.”

It was the prosecution case
that “cap guy” was the 35-
y e a r - o l d a c cu  s e d  a n d th  e
larger man was the 44-year-
old accused. Both men de-
nied all charges.

Lawyers for the 35-year-
old accused told the jury that
their client accepted he had
sex with the complainant,
and accepted she performed
oral sex on him, but did not
accept consent was absent.

Mr Justice Butler told the
jury that his ruling “has no
bearing on the credibility of
the complainant in this case
or anyone’s credibility”.

“I, as a  judge, have only
do ne th is ma ybe th re e or
four times in 18 years,” he
said. “But it is a matter of law

dropping all charges against
a 44-year-old co-accused due
to insufficient evidence.

This followed a separate
ruling by Mr Justice Butler
which prevented the pros-
ecution from calling certain
evidence in relation to this
defendant.

Mr Justice Butler told the
jury yesterday that last week
he ruled that the man’s de-
tention was unlawful.

The complainant in this
c a s e a l l e g e d  t h a t a  m a n ,
i d e n t i f i e d as  “ c a p g uy  ”, 
blocked her from getting off
the tour bus.

She claims he brought her
upstairs, where he raped her
orally and vaginally while
they were “half in, half out of
a bunk bed.”

She claims another, larger
man came over at one point
a n d a l so  r a p e d h  er  .  T h e
woman said she was terrified

of his neck. He said he believ-
ed her saliva would be there,
and asked them to test for it.

During her evidence in the
trial, the woman repeatedly
denied she had kissed the
man.

The man, who cannot be
named for legal reasons, had
pleaded not guilty at the Cen-
tral Criminal Court to rape,
oral rape, sexual assault, and
false imprisonment of the
woman.

The offences allegedly oc-
curred in a vehicle at an un-
known location in Cork City
on June 27, 2014.

M r D er  u l o   wa s   no t  
charged with any offence in
relation to these events.

The direction to the jury to
a c q u i t t h e  m a n o n  a l l  
charges ends the trial.

Last Wednesday, Timothy
O’Leary, prosecuting, told
the jury that the DPP was

Sarah-Jane Murphy

A judge has directed a jury to
acquit a second man accused
of raping a woman on a tour
b u s a f te  r  a Ja  so  n  D e r u l o
concert.

On day 12 of the trial, Mr
Justice Paul Butler told the
jury at the Central Criminal
Court that although he was
very reluctant to withdraw
the case from them, it was
necessary as a matter of law.

He told them that while
t h e i n v es  t i  g  a t i  o n  w a s
handled very well overall,
the failure to test the neck of
the accused man for DNA left
a very real danger of an un-
fair trial.

T h e ju  ry  h e a r d  t he  3 5 -
year-old man, who denied
raping the then 19-year-old
woman in June 2014, told
gardaí the complainant had
kissed him on the right side

‘Keep open mind’ in rugby rape trial
Fly-half Mr Jackson has

been capped for Ireland 25
times and centre Mr Olding
has played four times. They
are also established stars for
Ulster Rugby.

T h e ju  ry  h a s b  ee  n  r e -
leased until today.

All four defendants, dress-
e d in  d ar  k  su i t s,  w  hit e  
shirts, and ties, sat beside
each other in the dock yes-
terday and listened to the
proceedings.

Ulster and Ireland team-
mate Craig Gilroy was in the
public gallery for the hear-
ing.

the case, Judge Smyth said:
“Keep your minds open
until the very end. Your
views may well change as
evidence unfolds.

“Please do not discuss evi-
dence until you have heard
all of that.”

The judge also warned the
members of the jury they
were not to conduct any re-
search into individuals or
anything else to do with the
trial.

She said: “It would be
wrong and it would be in
breach of your oath or af-
firmation if you do.”

alleged incident on June 28,
2016.

Blane McIlroy, 26, from
Royal Lodge Rd, Ballydol-
laghan, Belfast, is accused of
one count of exposure.

Rory Harrison, 25, from
M a n s e R d ,  B e l f a s t , is  
charged with perverting the
course of justice and with-
holding information.

All four have pleaded not
guilty and are on bail.

The high-profile case is ex-
pected to run until early
March.

Advising the jury to listen
carefully to all counsel in

keep an open mind until all
the evidence in the case had
been presented.

She said: “You are the
only people who will see all
the witnesses and hear all
the evidence.”

Both Mr Olding, of Arden-
lee St in Belfast, and Mr
Jackson, from Oakleigh
Park, also in the city, strenu-
ously deny the charges.

Mr Jackson also denies a
further charge of sexual as-
sault.

Two other men have also
been returned for trial on
charges connected with the

Lesley-Anne McKeown

A jury has been sworn in for
the rape trial of two Ireland
and Ulster rugby players.

Stuart Olding, 24, and
Paddy Jackson, 26, are ac-
cused of raping the same
woman at a  proper ty in
south Belfast in June 2016.

Judge Patricia Smyth told
the nine men and three
women that the case would
b e g i n at Be  lf  as  t  C r o w n
Court tomorrow and last for
five weeks.

Addressing the jurors,
Judge Smyth told them to

Blane McIlroy is accused of exposure in
connection with the incident.

Rory Harrison is accused of perverting
the course of justice.

Ireland and Ulster rugby player Stuart
Olding. Pictures: Liam McBurney/PA

Ireland and Ulster rugby player Paddy
Jackson arrives at Belfast Crown Court.

Garda
accepts his
attacker’s
apology
Liam Heylin

A garda who was punched to
the ground in a violent inci-
dent has accepted an apology
from the attacker, who was
y e s t e r d a y ja  i l ed  f o r n  in  e
months.

Aran Shanahan, with ad-
dresses at Pine Walk, Mus-
ker ry Estate, Ballincollig,
and Drom culle n, Beal Na
Morrive, pleaded guilty to a
charg e of assault causing
harm, and a variety of public
order charges arising from
two incidents last summer.

J u d g e O l an  n  K e l l e h e r
said: “He viciously assaulted
Garda Jonathan O’Sullivan.
I have read the victim impact
statement. It af fected this
young guard and his family,
causing them distress. I note
that the guard accepts Mr
Shanahan’s apology. I  will
take that into consideration.

“ I t wa  s  a ve  ry  s er  io  u s
matter. It was a vicious as-
sault.”

The judge backdated the
sentence to January 8, when
Shanahan went into custody.

Insp Ronan Kennelly said
that, on July 6, 2017, gardaí
were alerted to a large group
of people drinking on a green
at Innishmore, Ballincollig.

“Mr Shanahan was asleep
on the green area and when
he was awoken it was appar-
ent he was in a very inebri-
ated state and then became
very volatile when he was at-
tempting to leave the area,”
he said.

He shouted abuse at gar-
daí, violently resisted arrest,
and punched at Gda O’Sulli-
van and knocked him down.

Shanahan pleaded guilty
to being drunk and a danger,
e n g a g i n g in  t h r ea  te  n i n g
behaviour, obstruction, and
assault causing harm.

In a separate incident on
June 4, Shanahan was with a
g r o u p o f y o u th  s   re f u s ed 
entry to a nightclub. While
gardaí were arresting two of
the group, Shanahan inter-
fered, being abusive and ag-
gressive. He pleaded guilty to
being threatening and abus-
i v e , b e i n  g  d r u n k a n  d  a
d a n g e r , an  d  o b s t r u c t i n g
Garda Mary Horgan.
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Bruno Mars and Cardi B perform ‘Finesse’ at the 60th annual Grammy Awards at Madison Square Garden on Sunday in New York.
Pictures: AP

were killed in the massacre
at the Las Vegas festival
where Morris had
performed.

Awards were also post-
humously given to Leonard
Cohen, for best rock per-
formance, andCarrieFisher,
for best spoken word album
with her reading of hermem-
oir The Princess Diarist.

era scheme.
“Just like dreams, these

kids can’t be forgotten and
are worth fighting for,” she
said.

Country singer Maren
Morris dedicated a perform-
ance to victims of the bomb-
ing at the Ariana Grande
concert at Manchester
Arena as well as those who

harassment initiativeTime’s
Up between songs.

Cuban-American singer
Camila Cabello called for
people to continue fighting
for protection for 1.8m
young migrants known as
Dreamers whose place in
America was threatened
by Donald Trump’s
proposal to scrap theObama-

to women not just in the en-
tertainment industry.

“Things are uneven and
unequal and they need to be
talked about and they need
to be changed,” she said
backstage after winning her
award.

Lady Gaga, performing all
in white, also gave a nod to
the celebrity-backed anti-

But while women featured
heavily in sentiment and
performances, Alessia Cara
was the only female to win
an award during the tele-
vised show on her own
merit, with Rihanna featur-
ing on Lamar’s winning
track ‘Loyalty’.

Cara said shewaswearing
a white rose to show support

fected by sexual harassment.
“It’s not just going out in

Hollywood, it’s not just going
on in Washington it’s right
here inour industryaswell,”
she said.

“Just aswehave thepower
to shape culture, we also
have the power to undo the
culture that does not serve
us well.”

Sam Blewett

BrunoMarswonall six of the
Grammy awards he was
nominated for including rec-
ord of the year in a golden
night in New York.

But Jay-Z ,whoentered the
show leading the way with
eight nominations, walked
away empty-handed, being
overshadowed by his
younger contemporary Ken-
drick Lamar who won five.

The show was said to be
the most diverse in the
Grammy’s 60-year history,
but only one woman took
home an award on her sole
merit during the televised
show, with Alessia Cara
winning best new artist.

The ceremony saw atten-
tion on the women’s move-
ment continued with power-
ful words and white roses.

Musicians wore the flower
in a showing of solidarity
with the anti-sexual harass-
ment movement which has
been the focus of Hollywood
ceremonies, and empower-
ing speeches came fromstars
including Janelle Monae.

Mars won all three top
honours, with 24K Magic
seizing record and album of
the year and ‘That’s What I
Like’ winning song of the
year.

He praised music’s ability
to bring diverse groups of
people together as he
accepted the final award of
the night.

Host James Corden said
the show had the “most di-
verse group of nominees” in
Grammy history, which
rapper and music mogul
P Diddy also celebrated on-
line.

Lamar beat Jay-Z to best
rap performance and best
rap song with Humble and
best rap album with Damn.

Lamar paid tribute to the
veteran for his influence on
the genre, and added: “Jay
for president.”

FollowingAdele’smassive
success last year, it was
largely a night of disappoint-
ment for British nominees
but absentee Ed Sheeran
did win best pop vocal
album with Divide and solo
performance with ‘Shape Of
You’.

Whereas black outfits
were the symbol for the Me
Toomovement at the Golden
Globe, stars including
Corden, Rita Ora and
Cardi B each had a white
rose with them at the Mad-
ison Square Garden show.

Monae, introducing a per-
formance by Kesha, also
called ‘Time’s Up’ on the
“abuse of power”, saying the
music industry is also af-

Mars knocks the competition for six

Miley Cyrus in the press room at the Grammy Awards in New York.
Picture: AP

Bryson Tiller and Rihanna perform ‘Wild Thoughts’ at the 60th
annual Grammy Awards at Madison Square Garden.
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The Edge, left, and Bono, right, of U2, perform
with Kendrick Lamar, at the awards event.

Hillary Clinton on screen reading an excerpt
from ‘Fire and Fury’ during a skit at the event.

Recording artist Alessia Cara, winner of the Best
New Artist award, at the Grammys. Picture: Getty

Facebook to help users take control
of their personal information

choices when it comes to
how your data is used,” Egan
wrote.

Also among the company’s
privacy principles are help-
ing users understand how
their data is used, keeping
that information secure, con-
stantly improving new con-
trols, and being accountable
to regulators.

“We put products through
rigorous data security test-
ing. We also meet with regu-
lators, legislators and pri-
vacy experts around the
world to get input on our
data practices and policies,”
the blog post said.

The company’s chief oper-
ating officer Sheryl Sand-
berg announced last week
that Facebook would be cre-
ating a new privacy centre
which would put the social
network’s key privacy set-
tings in one place.

The GDPR drastically
increases the level of fines
for companies found to be in
breach of data protection
law, potentially rising as
high as 4% of global annual
turnover or €20m, whichever
is higher.

users control of their pri-
vacy, to building privacy fea-
tures into Facebook prod-
ucts from the outset, to users
owning the information they
share.

“We recognise that people
use Facebook to connect,
but not everyone wants to
share everything with every-
one — including with us. It’s
important that you have

Under GDPR, companies
will be required to report
data breaches within 72
hours, as well as to allow
customers to export their
data and delete it.

Facebook’s privacy prin-
ciples, which are separate
from the user terms and
conditions that are agreed
when someone opens an ac-
count, range from giving

Julia Fioretti

Facebook said it is publish-
ing its privacy principles
for the first time and rolling
out educational videos to
help users control who has
access to their information,
as it prepares for the start
of a tough new EU data
protection law.

The videos will show users
how to manage the data that
Facebook uses to show them
ads, how to delete old posts,
and what happens to the
data when they delete their
account, Erin Egan, chief
privacy officer at Facebook,
said in a blog post.

Facebook, which has more
than 2bn users, said it had
never before published the
principles, which are its
rules on how the company
handles users’ information.

The announcements are a
sign of its efforts to get ready
before the EU’s General Data
Protect ion Regulat ion
(GDPR) enters into force on
May 25, marking the biggest
overhaul of personal data
privacy rules since the birth
of the internet.

The company, which has 2bn users, is preparing for the EU’s General
Data Protection Regulation. Picture: Dominic Lipinski/PA

Prayers for baby amid Kerry inquiry
appeal for information will
shortly be issued.

The team has in its pos-
session the original Garda
logbook of the investigation,
a Garda source confirmed.
The logbook and case
notes indicated “black
magic” had also been con-
sidered and later discounted,
at the time, as a likely reason
for the death, according to
evidence in a previous tribu-
nal. The logbook also details
the names of those inter-
viewed and those to be re-in-
terviewed in the locality.

A number of follow-up
interviews, at the time, never
took place as the concen-
tration had shifted to Abbey-
dorney and Tralee, and
Joanne Hayes.

In recent weeks, senior
gardai and the government
have issued apologies to
Joanne Hayes, the North
Kerry woman wrongly
suspected of being the in-
fant’s mother.

who offer care” at this time:
“For Baby John, that he may
be eternally enfolded in
God’s light.

“For his family, and all
who offer care at this time,
may they know God’s ten-
derness and closeness by our
words and actions,” the
prayer said.

The stabbing of the baby,
known as the Kerry Baby,
shocked a nation and the in-
fant was named “John” by
undertaker Tom Cournane
who also tended to his grave
over the years. The grave
was badly vandalised in July
2004.

Meanwhile, a new inquiry,
based in an incident room in
Caherciveen Garda Station,
is now entering its third
week and involves officers
from the Dublin based Cold
Case or Serious Crime Re-
view Team, along with ex-
perienced detectives from
the Kerry Division.

It is expected a further

words and actions inspire
change,” Fr Kel ly said ,
introducing the prayers
for compassion in the com-
munity, for young people
and Cathol ic Schools ’
week.

A mention for Baby John
included a request for “all

Anne Lucey

A prayer was of fered at
weekend Masses in Caherci-
veen for the infant Baby
John and for his family,
amid a new inquiry into
what was a traumatic event
in a South Kerry community
over 30 years ago.

The body, a number of
days old, was found on a now
Blue Flag beach, White
Strand, on April 14, 1984.

The baby had been stabbed
multiple times. Two weeks
ago, gardaí announced
a murder inquiry had
been re-opened.

Parish priest Fr Larry
Kelly led the Prayers of the
Faithful at Saturday evening
and Sunday Masses in the
Daniel O’Connell Memorial
Church following the psalm
which, the priest said ,
invited people “to soften our
hearts”.

“We come now in confi-
dence to the Lord whose

The grave of Baby John in
the Holy Cross Cemetery,
Caherciveen, Co Kerry.

Picture: Dan Linehan

Hotel
sunbeds
bookable
in advance
for €25
Neil Lancefield

Holidaymakers can now
reserve sunbeds without
having to dash daily to the
pool to put a towel down.

Thomas Cook customers
willing to pay €25 will be able
to book a specific lounger for
their entire stay.

This theUK’s first package
holiday company to provide
such a service.

Travel f irms receive
numerous complaints from
customers unable to use
hotel sunbeds reserved by
people leaving towels, books,
and other belongings on
them.

A number of videos have
been posted online, in recent
months, showing desperate
holidaymakers waiting for
hotel pools to open in the
early hours of the morning,
so they can bag a sunbed.

Thomas Cook believes its
new service will prove popu-
lar with families whowant to
spend more time together in
their preferred location. It
commissioned 1,500 working
parents and found that three
out of four (74%) feel they
“lack quality time with their
children” during an average
weekday. Half (50%) of those
surveyed said holidays are
their top spending priority in
2018.

Thomas Cook’s UK ma-
naging director, Chris Mot-
tershead, said: “Traditional
package holidays are a thing
of the past. Holidaymakers
today want to personalise
their package, mixing and
matching the elements that
best-fit their needs and life-
style.

“We’re excited about the
opportunity with Choose
Your Favourite Sunbed, par-
ticularly among families that
want to secure a number of
beds together in a specific
spot.”

Sunbeds will be displayed
on a map, featuring a com-
pass to help people work out
whether certain areaswill be
in the sun or shade at differ-
ent times of the day.

Only a proportion of a
hotel’s sunbeds will be book-
able, in a bid to ensure there
are still enough sunbeds for
those who do not want to pay
the premium.

The scheme is being
trialled in three hotels from
the end of next month, and
will be available in 30 hotels
this summer.
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Cabinet agrees to repeal 8th and replace wording
Daniel McConnell
Political Editor

The Government has agreed
that the Eighth Amendment
should  be  repealed  and
replaced with new text in the
Constitution to allow the Oi-
reachtas set abortion laws.

Based on legal advice from
the attorney general, Sea-
mus Woulfe, the Cabinet
decided to differ with the Oi-
reachtas Committee on the
Eighth Amendment, which
called for a simple repeal.

The 1983 amendment guar-
antees the equal right to life
of a mother and her unborn
child.

The Cabinet met to for-
mally agree its position, but
Health Minister Simon Har-
ris was clear in his support
for repealing the amendment
and calling for allowing
abortions in all cases up to 12
weeks.

Mr Harris has been work-
ing with officials in his de-
partment and the attorney
general on the wording of the

referendum, due to be for-
mally published at the begin-
ning of March.

Mr Harris outlined the two
options to his colleagues.

The first was to ask voters
whether or not to repeal the
Eighth Amendment.

On legal advice, it is ex-
pected he will suggest to col-
leagues that, along with re-
pealing the amendment, new
wording should be added to
the Constitution explicitly
stating that the Oireachtas
legislate on such issues.

Mr Harris said that, what-
ever the Cabinet agrees, the
people will be asked to repeal
the Eighth Amendment in
full.

He said if ministers agree
to add wording into the Con-
stitution to explicitly state
that the Oireachtas should
legislate in this area, it would
be done so on legal advice.

Mr Woulfe briefed the
Cabinet on this issue at the
meeting, setting out why the
repeal and replace option
was preferrable.

H e  a d vise d  ag a i n s t  a
straightforward repeal ,
known as repeal simpliciter,
and insisted an enabling
provision be inserted into
the Constitution in the event
of a repeal.

The  prov i s i on,  w h ich
would state that the Oireach-
tas has the power to legislate
for abortion, is necessary
because it would provide
greater legal certainty and
would minimise the risk of a
successful legal challenge,
said Mr Woulfe.

Mr Harris also outlined
his approach to the draft
legislation that the Govern-
ment plans to introduce if
the referendum is passed.

Mr Harris previously told
ministers he was preparing
this draft legislation in line
with the Oireachtas commit-
tee’s proposal to allow termi-
nations up to 12 weeks.

While Taoiseach Leo Var-
adkar and his ministers have
collectively agreed to hold-
ing a referendum, each will
be free to campaign on either

side of the argument.
Mr Varadkar is backing re-

peal and is also supportive of
the 12-week unrestricted
abortion recommendation.

Speaking ahead of  the
meeting, Mr Harris said: “I
would also ask the Govern-
ment to give me permission
to go ahead with a draft of the
legislation that would be put
in place if the people of Ire-
land said yes. I’ll be asking
for the Government to come
to an agreed approach in re-
lation to that.”

Abortions
to become
‘safe, legal,
and rare’
■ Referendum legislation likely
to be ready by early March
Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar has
announced a referendum on
abortion will take place in
late May and that, if it is
passed along with follow-up
legislation, terminations will
become “safe, legal,  and
rare”.

Cabinet has agreed to hold
the referendum in late May
and to ask voters whether or
not to repeal the Eighth
Amendment, which protects
the life of the unborn.

Mr Varadkar  said  the
issue  is  not  “black  and
white”, that the current re-
gime stigmatised people, and
the process being proposed
would “remove the effective
ban” on abortions.

The draft wording being
considered for the landmark
vote will ask voters whether
they want to delete article
43.3 of the Constitution and
back a clause that will say
“provision may be made by
law for the regulation of the
termination of pregnancy.”

Mr Varadkar was set to
brief leaders of the opposi-
tion last night on the attor-
ney general’s advice for
Cabinet on the matter while
a summary of this will also
be published today.

The Taoiseach said  i t
would be a difficult decision
for the Irish people to make,
that there was a need for re-
spectful debate and that his
views had evolved.

Around 2,000 women each
year took abortion pills, he
said, and this was sure to re-
sult in another tragedy and a
women losing her life.

Mr Varadkar said that the
fol low-up legislation,  i f
voters repeal the Eighth
Amendment, would be pub-
lished and debated at a later
stage.

As recommended by a
committee, this will propose
that abortions without re-
striction be al lowed for

pregnancies up to 12 weeks.
He stressed though that

there would be “restrictions”
and that abortion pills would
not be available on demand,
but only by a doctor.

Health Minister Simon
Harris said the Government
and the changes would not
limit the power of courts in
this area. However, anybody
who wants change must first
repeal the Eighth Amend-
ment, he stressed.

“It is time for the people of
Ireland to have their say on
this,” said Mr Harris.

Mr Varadkar also said the
vote was not about sending a
message abroad and that it
was about Irish voters mak-
ing a compassionate deci-
sion.

The National Women’s
Council welcomed the for-
mal Government commit-
ment to hold the referendum
on the Eighth Amendment
and to draft legislation in
line with the recommen-
dations of the Joint Oireach-
tas Committee.

Director Orla O’Connor
said: “This decision is the re-
sult of a growing under-
standing that the Eighth
Amendment is a fundamen-
ta l  bar r ier  to  ensuring
women and girls access to
the healthcare services they
need.

“It is an acknowledgement
that the Constitution is no
place for meeting the com-
plexities of women’s needs in
pregnancy and that we must
allow doctors to apply best
medical practice and care for
all of their patients in this
country without fear of pros-
ecution.”

Labour,  though,  ques-
tioned why the Government
had gone beyond original
recommendations from the
committee and, instead of
going for ‘repeal simpicitor’,
was enabling the Oireachtas
in its proposal to decide on
future laws.

Analysis: 11

Hurdles
to cross
before
vote date
Fiachra Ó Cionnaith
Political Correspondent

Last night’s Cabinet decision
to formally agree to hold a
referendum on the Eighth
Amendment marks the latest
stage in deciding its future.

However, before any such
May 25 or June 8 vote takes
place, a series of hurdles
need to be overcome.

These are the referendum
wording itself and the exact
laws that would be intro-
duced if the amendment is
repealed.

In light of yesterday’s
decision, the Government’s
attention now must turn to
the referendum bill and the
12-week limit health bill.
Both are crucial.

The most pressing of these
bills is the referendum bill,
which, when completed, will
include the exact wording of
the referendum question.

The heads of bill for the
referendum bill are expected
to be published by the middle
of February, before the bill
itself is published at the start
of March and debated in the
Dáil and Seanad.

After those debates, Presi-
dent  Michael  D Higgins
would be expected to sign off
on the wording by the end
of March, with a likely refer-
endum date of either May 25
or June 8.

Like the legal timeline for
the referendum bill, yester-
day’s Cabinet meeting has
also formally started the
process for the potential
replacement to the Eighth
Amendment, with this issue
addressed in the separate
health bill.

The health bill is currently
being drafted by the Depart-
ment of Health, and focuses
specifically on a likely new
law allowing unrestricted
access to abortion up to the
12th week of pregnancy.

While the full bill will not
be published until after a
potential repeal referendum
result, Government sources
have confirmed its heads of
bill will be revealed in mid-
March when the referendum
bill is debated in the Dáil and
Seanad.

This is because of a long-
standing position taken by
the Government that  as
much information on what
will potentially replace the
Eighth Amendment be made
available before the referen-
dum.

Timeline for  abor tion
legislation:
■ January 29: Special cabi-
net meeting formally con-
f irms referendum plans,
allowing work on a referen-
dum bill and the 12-week
abortion limit health bill to
officially begin;
■Middle of February: Heads
of bill for the referendum bill
to be published
■ Start of March: Full refer-
endum bill published;
■ Middle of March: Referen-
dum bill debated in Dáil and
Seanad;
■ Middle of March: Heads of
bill for the health bill to be
published;
■ End of March: Referen-
dum bil l  expected to  be
signed into law by President
Michael D Higgins.

Coveney ‘cannot support
unrestricted access to abortion’

n ess  Mini ster  H eathe r
Humphreys, Agriculture
Minister Michael Creed, and
Communications Minister
Denis Naughten are all be-
lieve to have raised ques-
tions over the new law.

The six ministers are still
in the minority at Cabinet,
with nine other cabinet
members including Taoi-
seach Leo Varadkar support-
ive to various degrees of the
12-week limit.

Among the two-thirds in
favour of both repealing the
Eighth Amendment and the
12-week limit at last night’s
cabinet meeting included
Disabilities Minister Finian
McGrath, Children’s Min-
ister Katherine Zappone,
Health Minister Simon Har-
ris, Housing Minister Eog-
han Murphy, Finance Min-
ister Paschal Donohoe, So-
cial  Protection Minister
Regina Doherty, and Justice
Minister Charlie Flanagan.

However, the fact that a
third of Cabinet is not fully
supportive of the potential
new abortion law should a
referendum be passed has
underlined the divisive na-
ture of the debate, and again
raised the possibility of min-
isters campaigning on either
side of the abortion debate.

over the key 12-week limit.
The Irish Examiner under-

stands that at last night’s
Cabinet meeting Mr Coveney
was one of a number of min-
isters who said while they
accept a referendum and lib-
eralisation of Ireland’s abor-
tion laws is needed, they
have concerns over the 12-
week limit.

While not specifically say-
ing they will oppose the 12-
week limit, Mr Coveney,
chief whip Joe McHugh,
Rural Affairs Minister Mi-
chael Ring, Education Min-
ister Richard Bruton, Busi-

have yet to express their
views publicly, with others
including Michael Creed,
Denis Naughten, Michael
Ring, Heather Humphreys,
and Richard Bruton also
understood to have raised
concerns.

And while Cabinet last
night formally agreed to
allow a referendum on the
Eighth Amendment with
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar say-
ing he will campaign for the
liberalisation of the law, Mr
Coveney’s concerns and the
silence from others has
indicated an ongoing rift

Fiachra Ó Cionnaith
Political Correspondent

Tánaiste Simon Coveney has
told cabinet colleagues he
cannot support unrestricted
access to abortion up to 12
weeks  pregnancy i f  the
Eighth Amendment is re-
moved, widening a minister-
ial split on the issue.

The Foreign Affairs Min-
ister told yesterday’s lengthy
special cabinet meeting that
while he is broadly in favour
of l iberalising Ireland’s
abortion laws he feels the
proposed post-referendum
12- week law goes too far —
a view he repeated to the
Irish Examiner last night.

Noting he is “untied with
my cabinet colleagues”, Mr
Coveney said there is an on-
going disagreement within
Cabinet over “the content of
the legislation” that would
replace the Eighth Amend-
ment.

He said while he remains
supportive of holding a refer-
endum and on the need to
liberalise Ireland’s abortion
laws, he cannot support
plans to allow unrestricted
access to abortion up to the
12th week of pregnancy.

Mr Coveney is one of six
government ministers who

Leo Varadkar announced his support for the proposals last week.

Tánaiste Simon Coveney says unrestricted access to abortion up to the 12th week of
pregnancy goes too far.

Richard Bruton, Denis Naughten, and Michael Creed are among Cabinet ministers to have expressed reservations.

Heather Humhreys expressed concerns, and said
she had to discuss the matter with constituents.

Half of tracker scandal BoI customers yet to get compo
committee will also hear
about personal situations for
some customers, including
borrowers who faced the loss
of a home or a life-threaten-
ing illness and how Bank of
Ireland’s wrongful tracker
charges “added to their diffi-
culties”.

In a number of extreme
cases, customers lost the
ownership of their homes or
properties directly as a re-
sult of the bank’s actions.

has undoubtedly caused
many of our customers fi-
nancial pain and personal
distress.

“Therefore — before mov-
ing ahead with my com-
ments this evening — I wish
to restate my unreserved
apology to all customers af-
fected by this issue for the
financial loss and anxiety
this has caused them and
their families.”

TDs and senators on the

€68m paid out.
Ms McDonagh will tell the

committee that, since taking
up her position last Novem-
ber, that she has prioritised
resolving the scandal for the
bank so as to regain the trust
of customers.

“Quite simply, I believe
Bank of Ireland took too long
to get to the right position,
and didn’t go far enough in
putting the customer first,”
said Ms McDonagh. “This

were only recently added to
its list after political press-
ure and challenges from the
Central Bank late last year.
These were eventually added
in November.

Of the 9,400 customers,
3,400 were on an incorrect
tracker, while 6,000 were de-
nied a tracker rate.

As  of  January 24 ,  the
number of customers receiv-
ing redress and compen-
sation was 5,000, with around

give customers wronged an
“unreserved apology”.

The Irish Examiner under-
stands that Ms McDonagh
will tell the Oireachtas Fi-
nance Committee that taking
borrowers off tracker mort-
gages or putting them on
wrong rates  has  caused
many customers “financial
pain and personal distress”.

Bank of Ireland has ident-
if ied 9,400 customers af-
fected. Some 6,000 of these

Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

Almost half of Bank of Ire-
land customers ripped-off by
the lender over the tracker
mortgage scandal have yet
to be compensated or get re-
dress.

Chief executive Francesca
McDonagh is to admit today
that it has taken too long to
resolve the overcharging
fiasco but that she wants to

Health workers to strike
over lack of pay restoration

Siptu health organiser Paul Bell said members were entitled to pay
restoration.

believe that this is intoler-
able”.

The Irish Congress of
Trade Unions has accepted
an invitation to attend a
hearing of the Oireachtas
Joint Committee on Health,
which is scheduled for to-
morrow.

starting to leave section 39
organisations and going to
the Health Service Executive
direct to take up employ-
ment or going to section 38
organisations which are
deemed to be public services
for the sake of pay.”

Mr Bell added that “we

“The big difficulty here is
that, firstly, our members in
those section 39 org ani-
sations understood that
there was a need for pay re-
ductions at the time, but that
was strictly on the basis that
when pay recovery and pay
re storat ion  wo uld  com-
mence with the ending of
Fempi legislation, that they
too would enjoy pay restora-
tion and reimbursement of
their salaries.

“The big challenge here
now is the fact that these are
highly skilled workers —
care workers, clerical per-
sonnel, nursing staff — and
what is happening, which is
a great insult to the commu-
nities that rely on these
workers, is that they are

section 39 workers, which
was cut during the recession
but has not been restored in
line with other healthcare
workers.

Siptu health division orga-
niser Paul Bell said members
had a legitimate entitlement
to pay restoration.

“T radi t ional ly  these
workers have had an estab-
lished pay link with the pub-
lic sector, and in 2010 and
2012, when the government
were introducing pay cuts in
the public service, those pay
cuts found their way into the
section 39 organisations on
instruction of the Health Ser-
vice Executive, by way of
cutting the block grant that
was issued to those organi-
sations,” Mr Bell told RTÉ.

Joe Leogue

Some 7,000 workers provid-
ing services in hospices,
disability organisations, and
other agencies have voted
overwhelmingly in favour of
strike action over pay.

The Siptu members, who
work in organisations de-
fined under section 39 of the
Health  Act  and include
Rehab Ireland, and St Jo-
seph’s Foundation in Cork,
voted by 97% in favour of
commencing strike action,
star ting with a  one-day
strike on February 14.

The Rehab Group has
backed the calls to restore
workers’ pay.

The issue centres on a fail-
ure to restore the pay of

Brassil to contest
general election

John Brassil was elected on the
third count at convention.

Sitting Fianna Fáil TD for Kerry
John Brassil has been selected
at convention to contest the
next general election. A second
candidate is to be added by
party headquarters in March.
More than 1,000 members
showed up — around 80% of
the total membership — the
vast majority of whom are
based in the former Kerry North
constituency.
Mr Brassil received 465 first
preference votes and was
elected on the third count when
he exceeded the quota of 506.
In second place was the Tralee
municipal councillor and form-
er TD Tom McEllistrim with 256.

Gardaí seize drugs
worth €350,000
Gardaí in Tipperary have
seized heroin and cannabis
worth €350,000.
On Saturday night, a search of
a van stopped by gardaí
uncovered €30,000 worth of
cannabis herb.
The two occupants, a 45-year-
old man and a 43-year-old
woman were arrested.
On Sunday night, a follow-up
search of a house in Cashel
uncovered uncovered heroin
with an approximate value of
€280,000.
The woman was released with-
out charge and a file is being
prepared for the DPP. The man
was charged and appeared be-
fore a special sitting of Nenagh
District Court yesterday.

Improvements in
child protection
The Government has updated
the Council of Europe on child
protection measures taken in
the light of the 2014 European
Court of Human Rights case
won by Louise O’Keeffe, who
was sexually abused by her
school principal when attend-
ing primary school in the early
1970s.
The Department of Education
has informed the Council’s
Committee of Ministers on the
role of the State Claims Agency
and the Independent Assessor
in implementing the O’Keeffe
versus Ireland judgement. The
committee is responsible for
overseeing the implementation
of European Court of Human
Rights judgements.

Louise O’Keeffe won a European
Court of Human Rights case.

Amateur gardeners
wanted for Bloom
An Bord Bia is looking for
amateur gardeners to take part
in this year’s Bloom festival.
The festival will take place from
May 31 to June 5 in Phoenix
Park, Dublin, and organisers
are looking for people to
design ‘postcard gardens’.
The Bloom Postcard Gardens
are small but perfectly formed
3m x 2m plots which can be
used to represent a club,
locality, or a special person or
character from a community.
Applications will close on
March 6.

Gardaí hunt man after
attempted post office raid
Eoin English

Gardaí are hunting for a lone
ra ide r  who  fle d  e m pty -
handed after an attempted
armed robbery at a post of-
fice in Cork.

The suspect, seen pacing
outside Grenagh post office
shortly before 9am was con-
front ed  at  the  doo r .  A
struggle ensued and the man
fled on foot towards the local
church.  Inspector  Gary
M cPo l in  s a id  t h e  m an,
armed with a small silver
firearm, dropped a screw-
driver and a plastic bag. The
items are being forensically
examined.

No cash was taken and no
one was injured but the post-
master was said to be shaken
after facing a third incident,
of its kind within eight years.

Gardaí were examining

CCTV footage and conduct-
ing door-to-door enquiries
last night.

Insp McPolin appealed for
anyone who may have seen
the raider or anyone with
CCTV systems in the area, or
for anyone with dash-cams,
to contact gardaí. Motorists
on the main Cork to Mallow
road around that time may
also have witnessed suspi-
cious activity, he said.

The suspect, who spoke
with a Cork accent, was de-
scribed as being around 5’ 6”.
He was wearing a hoodie,
with the hood pulled up, a
baseball hat, a scarf or a
snood over his face, silver or
grey tracksuit pants, black
runners and a blue/green
puffa jacket.

Anyone with information
is asked to contact gardaí in
Gurranabraher or Blarney.

5,000 girls attend
STEM showcase
Education minister Richard
Bruton has opened the I Wish
STEM showcase at the RDS
which aims to encourage more
girls in Ireland to choose
courses and careers in
science, technology, engineer-
ing, and maths (STEM).
More than 5,000 female transi-
tion year students will experi-
ence what a career in STEM
looks like through talks by
female role models working in
STEM, an extensive industry
showcase and a STEM entre-
preneur zone.
More than 2,000 students at-
tended the free I Wish STEM
showcase events in Cork over
two days and now the Dublin
event will welcome a further
3,000 students.

16 donkeys rescued
from neglect
Sixteen starving donkeys found
huddled together for warmth
just feet from the dead carcass
of a young gelding in a west
of Ireland field are slowly being
nursed back to health by
animal experts.
The Donkey Sanctuary in Cork
are hoping there will be a pros-
ecution in relation to the severe
neglect of the dumped all-male
donkeys aged from two to 20 in
a field in south Mayo.
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Group-purchase
residents hit out
at delay in taking
over estate
Eoin English

Residents who saved an un-
finished holiday village from
becoming a derelict ghost es-
tate have criticised delays in
taking the estate in charge.

I n d i v i d u a l s be  h i nd  t h e
‘group-purchase’ of homes in
the Mountain View estate
just outside Glengarriff in
West Cork, said they have
met every condition imposed
and ticked every box, but
still see no light at the end of
the tunnel.

“We have jumped through
every hoop — some of those
hoops felt at times that they
were on fire — but there is
still no sign that the estate
will be taken in charge by
Cork County Council,” said
residents’ spokesman Owen
Dineen.

The Irish Examiner high-
lighted the case last summer
as an example of how other
vacant or distressed holiday
developments could be saved
from becoming ghost estates,
and a burden on local auth-
orities.

Planning was granted in
2004 for the construction of a
leisure centre and a total of
23 holiday homes for short-
t e r m r e n t a l a t  M o u n t ain  
View.

Nine houses were sold but
the Anglo-funded develop-
ment partnership ran out of
money during the crash.

W h i l e t  h e  r e m a i n i n g
houses were built, the in-
teriors and landscaping were
largely unfinished and the
complex failed as a viable en-
terprise.

Following a lengthy legal
p r o c e s s , a t t e mp  t s t o   sell  
most of the distressed prop-
e r t i e s th  ro u g h a  re c e i ve r
failed. Prices for the four-
s t a r r e n t a l h om  es w  e r e
around €150,000.

Then, in mid-2011, Barry
McSweeney, the first science
advisor to the Government,
put together a  group of 14

p r i v a t e m o r t g a g e - f r e e
buyers, some with links to
Glengarrif, who were inter-
ested in buying the develop-
ment.

With the help of a  local
auctioneer, John O’Neill of
C e l t i c P r o p e r t i  e s ,  t h e y
sealed a group-purchase deal
with the receiver — leisure
centre included —  in late
2012.

Each buyer paid around
€ 75, 000 fo r th e th re e -b ed -
room houses, but each buyer
faced a minimum €10,000 bill
to finish them off.

T h e bu  y e r s  t h e  n   e m-  
barked on a lengthy process
to finish the estate so that it
could be taken in charge by
Cork County Council.

T h e y s e cu  re d p l an  n i ng 
permission to change the use
of the properties from short-
t e r m r e n t a l t o  d w e  l l i n g  
houses, and among the con-
d i t i o n s im  po  se  d  wa s th  at
t h e y fo r m a  m a n a g e m e n t
company, which would be
held legally responsible for
the maintenance of the es-
tate, its lighting, roads, and

footpaths.
They even had to surface

with tar a 250 sq m section of
the N71 which leads from the
estate to the village.

Mr Dineen said that once
t h e co  nd  it  io  ns  we re me  t, 
they formally applied to the
council to take the estate in
charge.

The council told them last
June that it must ascertain
the condition of the estate in-
f r a s t r u c t u r e , in  c l ud  in g
CCTV surveys and reports in
relation to its sewer network,
and a water audit report on
the condition of its water
main network.

“Any such remedial works
as deemed to be necessary by
t h e co  un  c i l , a n d o  r  I r i s h
Water engineers, must be
completed by the manage-
ment company for the es-
tate,” the council said.

Mr Dineen said they have
heard nothing official since
last June.

“If we knew what the prob-
l e m wa  s , t h e n m ay  be w  e
could set about fixing it,” he
said.

Mountain View, Glengarrif, Co Cork, where a group of private buyers
are frustrated at delays in taking the estate in charge.

He said schools who fared
best in the Schools Fitness
Challenge were those who
had “initiated a school policy
and where it is being pushed
at principal level”.

Gort Community School
was the overall winner of Ire-
land’s Fittest school in 2017.
Coláiste Choilm in Ballincol-
lig, Cork, took second and
third place (two dif ferent
cl a s s e s ) fo r f i t t e s t  s ch o o l
(mixed) and Hamilton High
School in Bandon, Cork, took
third place (boys) for Ire-
l a n d ’ s F i t t e s t  S ch o o l an  d
Most Improved School.

children’s height, weight,
b l o o d pr  es  su  re  ,  a n d CF  R
should be continuously as-
sessed as it was “probably
the best indicator of their
health”.

However, Prof Moyna ex-
pressed some concern at the
level of drop off among sen-
ior cycle students when it
c o m e s to  P E . H  e  s a i d th  e
“points race” was to blame
and that parents needed to
“ask themselves some hard
questions”, given the import-
ance of physical activity to
both physical and mental
health.

recorded as the last point at
which they can keep up with
t h e b l ee  ps  .  T h e av  er  ag  e
number of shuttle runs for
girls over six weeks was 46
and 67 for boys. Both scores
are categorised as “good” in
terms of cardiovascular fit-
ness levels.

Prof Moyna, who oversees
the Schools Fitness Chal-
lenge, said he believes there
should be mandatory moni-
toring of cardiorespiratory
f i t n e s s (C  RF  )  i n s c ho  o l s
given CRF is proven to sig-
nificantly lower the risk of
c h r o n i c d i se  as  e . H e  sai d  

T h e su  rv  ey  ,  i n vo l v i n g
30, 000 school children in-
c l u d i n g 17  ,3  93  g ir  ls a  nd 
13,458 boys, found girls im-
proved their fitness levels by
16% over a six-week period,
while boys improved by 6%
— boys overall fitness levels
were better to begin with.

F i t n e s s  lev  e l s   were   
 m e a s u re d b y  an  a l y s in g  

“shuttle run” performance.
This involves running be-
tween two cones 20m apart to
the sound of an audio bleep
which gets faster as the stu-
dent tries to keep pace. The
participant’s score is then

Catherine Shanahan

Introducing PE as a Leaving
C e r t i f i c a t e ex  am  s u b je  c t
this year will have “no ef-
fect” on schoolchildren’s fit-
ness levels because it will
only attract those who are
good at it.

That’s according to Niall
Moyna, head of the School of
Health and Human Perform-
ance, Dublin City University,
who said: “It will be taken up
by those who are good at it,
the people who are really
physically active. But how
d o y o u  e n g a g e th  os  e  w h o
aren’t?”

Instead, a health science
subject combining elements
of home economics, human
biology and PE should be in-
t r o d u c e d to  t ea  ch y  ou  ng 
people the reasons why long-
term fitness is so important
to future health.

Prof Moyna said children
“even at the age of six” who
are physically inactive are at
risk of developing a chronic
condition later in life.

He was commenting in the
wake of the publication of the
r e s u l t s o f t h e  I r i sh  L i f e 
School’s Fitness Challenge
2017 where, for the first time,
girls participating outnum-
bered the boys.

PE at Leaving Cert wil have ‘no effect’ on fitness

Fitness ambassador Sophie Spence, with Lucy Arbythnott, Anna Murphy, and Georgia McPoland, students from the Fittest Girls School — Mount Anville Secondary, Dublin — at
the results announcement of the Irish Life School’s Fitness Challenge. The challenge is the largest school fitness analysis in Ireland. Picture: Jason Clarke

These barometers show the average number of shuttle runs completed by Irish boys and girls
during phase 2 of the Irish Life Health Schools’ Fitness Challenge from 2013 to 2017. The ultimate
target is recommended by the centre for Preventive Medicine, DCU.
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Irish patients ‘wait longer for treatment’ than rest of Europe
notes: “Ireland no longer has
a total ban on abortion,” ad-
ding that “the requirement
that a  woman wishing an
abortion becomes subject to
judgement on if the pregnan-
cy should be regarded as a
serious health hazard, in-
cluding suicide risk, is a very
minor step indeed towards
a b o r t i o n a s a w  o m  e n ’ s 
right.”

amount of money spent on it.
“It is inherently cheaper to

r u n a  h e a l t h c a r e sy  s t em 
without waiting lists than
having waiting lists,” says
t h e re  po  rt  .  “ C o n t r a r y to 
p op  u l ar  b e  lie  f , n  ot  l e a s t
am  o n g h  ea  l t hc  ar  e  p o l i t i -
cians, waiting lists do not
s a v e m o n e y  — t h e y c os t  
money.”

M e a n w h i l e , th  e  s u r ve y

The report asks: “If coun-
tries with limited means can
achieve virtual absence of
waiting lists, what excuse
can there be for countries
s u c h a s  Ir e la  n d ,   the  U K,  
Sweden, or Norway to keep
h a v i n g wa i t i n g l i s t p ro  b- 
lems?”

It adds that there is no cor-
relation between accessibil-
i t y to  h e a lt  h c a re an  d  t h e

“Even if and when that tar-
get is reached, it will still be
the worst waiting time situ-
ation in Europe,” the report
says, while pointing out that,
despite high overall rank-
ings, Norway and Sweden
also have long waiting lists
for treatment. It contrasts
this with the situation in Ser-
bia, which is on course to
eliminating waiting lists.

“In 2017, Ireland is alone in
last position for accessibil-
i t y , w i th  p a t ie  nt  o r g an  i - 
sations steadily giving very
pessimistic feedback in the
HCP survey,” says the re-
port. It notes that, after its
2 0 1 5 r e p o r t ,  I r i s h h e a l th 
authorities set a target of no
patient having to wait longer
than 18 months for a special-
ist appointment.

Swedish fi rm Health Con-
s u m e r Po  we  rh  ou  se  ,  t h e
annual report analyses the
p e r f o r m a n c e o f n a t io  n al  
healthcare systems across 48
indicators, including patient
rights, access to care, treat-
m e n t ou  t c om  e s ,  r a n g e of 
services, and use of drugs.

Ireland drops in the index
mainly because of long wait-
ing lists.

vide much faster treatment,
according to the 2017 Euro
Health Consumer Index.

Ireland has fallen to 24th
place overall — down from
21st in 2016 — and is second
worst, after Romania, on a
value for money measure.

T h e Ne  th  er  la  nd  s  o n c e
ag ain leads the rankings,
followed by Switzerland.

Compiled by the private

Dan Buckley

Irish patients have to wait
longer for hospital treatment
t h a n th  o s e  i n an  y  o t h e r
European country, a report
shows.

Ease of access to health-
care in Ireland is the worst of
35 countries surveyed. Even
vastly poorer nations such as
Macedonia and Serbia pro-

Eoin English

A Dutch flood expert will as-
sess the OPW’s €160m flood
defence proposals for Cork
during a  weekend sympo-
sium.

The visit by Erik Kraaij,
the deputy director of the
Dutch Flood Protection Pro-
gramme, coincides with the
launch of an exhibition of en-
tries into an international
architectural design com-
petition which sought to re-
i m a g i n e th  e  f l o o d - p r o n e
Morrisson’s Island area if a
tidal barrier was built in the
lower harbour.

The Morrison’s Island In-
ternational Design Competi-
tion was organised by Cork
Architectural Association
w i t h th  e  s u p p o r t o f t he 
Architectural Association of
I r e l a n d an  d  t h e Na t i o n a l
Sculpture Factory, in associ-
ated with the Save Cork City
campaign group.

The leading entries were
s h o w c a s e d in  t h  e   I r i s h 
Examiner in November.

Save Cork City proposed
construction of a tidal bar-
rier, repairs of the quays and
quay walls, and enhance-
ment of upstream flood de-
fences as the best way to pro-
tect Cork from flooding.

The OPW ruled out a tidal
barrier on cost, engineering,
and environmental grounds,
i n s i s t i n g in  s t ea  d  t h a t i t s
flood plan, which includes
raising quay walls in places,
is the only viable option.

It will be the largest flood
defence project in the history
of the State.

Last week, city councillors
called for the OPW’s plans to

be peer-reviewed by Dutch
experts after it was confirm-
ed flood defence works and
public realm upgrades are
expected to start in the Mor-
r i s o n ’ s Is  la  nd  a re  a  thi s  
summer.

Save Cork City confirmed
last night that Mr Kraaij will
g i v e h i s  o p i n i o n on  t he 
OPW’s proposals at a sympo-
sium in UCC’s Kane Building
at 11am on Saturday. The
event is free and open to the
public.

The group issued an open
invitation to the opening on
Thursday night of the Morri-
son’s Island Design Competi-
tion exhibition, in the Craw-
f o r d Bu  i l d i n g o n  Gr a nd 
Parade.

HH+ and Francis Keane
Architect won the competi-
tion, with A2 Architects in
s e c o n d p l a c e , a nd G  KM  P
Architects in third.

The exhibition is open to
the public from 10am-5pm,
Monday to Friday, until Feb-
ruary 25.

Flood expert to
assess €160m
OPW proposal

One ambitious plan for the
redesign of Morrison’s Island.New phone connection a

lifeline for baby Emily

Stephen and
Ann-Marie
Byrne with
their children,
Emily and
Cormac.

phone-line for three days,
she said.

“I don’t think it is good
enough for a school not to
have this security and when
it comes to Emily attending
school there, it will become
an essential need for them to
be able to communicate with
me if Emily ever gets unwell,
as we don’t know what the
f u t u r e h o l d s , ”  s a i d An  n- 
Marie.

Eir said: “There are par-
t i c u la r ch a l l e n g e s fo r d e -
livering voice services for
some residents in Knockan-
ore, which the company is
aware of and we work to en-
sure there is as stable a ser-
vice as possible.

“The issue is further com-
plicated by the fact that there
are challenges in delivering
a mobile service in the area.”

row, blocked, or absent. An
attempt to perform a correct-
ive procedure was unsuc-
cessful and she now requires
a transplant.

After Ann-Marie spoke out
about her fears last week,
h e r ph  on  e  c o m p a n y , E i r, 
which had been investigat-
ing the landline problem,
sent technicians to the Byrne
home. They have now been
given a new connection.

“I was told that I was on a
multisplit line and now they
have given me a direct phone
line from the Ballycondon
exchange,” Ann-Marie said.

While this has solved their
problem in the interim, Ann-
Marie is concerned that the
rest of the parish remains
d e p e n d e n t on  u n r e  lia  b le 
landlines. The local school
w a s re  ce  n t ly  w i t  h o u t a 

Catherine Shanahan
Health Correspondent

A couple whose baby is in
need of a liver transplant and
who were dependent on a
highly unreliable landline to
receive a potentially life-sav-
ing call have been given a
ne  w co  nn  ec  ti  on  by th  e i r
phone company.

A n n - M a r i e a n d  S e á n
Byrne, from Knockanore, Co
Waterford, spoke publicly
last week about their fears
that a malfunctioning land-
line could prevent them get-
ting a call from the UK to say
t h e ho  sp  i t a l h a d a  d o n o r
m a t c h  f o r t h e i r  s e v e n -
month-old daughter Emily.

Emily has biliary atresia, a
childhood disease of the liver
in which one or more bile
ducts are abnormally nar-

CAP 2020 CONSULTATION PROCESS
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Michael Creed TD, has launched a
public consultation process on the future of the CAP post 2020. The consultation
process will be open for an eight week period from Friday 26 January 2018 to
Friday 23 March 2018. As part of this consultation process, there will be a series
of six public meetings to consider the future of the Common Agricultural Policy.
Minister for State Andrew Doyle TD and Minister Creed will between them attend
and address all of the meetings.

The meetings will be an important part of the Department’s consultation process.
Details of the public meetings are as follows:-

Date Time Location Attended by

Monday 5th
February

8.00pm –
10.00pm

Talbot Hotel,
Portlaoise Road, Carlow.

Minister for State
Andrew Doyle TD

Monday 12th
February

8.00pm –
10.00pm

Charleville Park Hotel,
Limerick Road,
Rathgoggan North,
Charleville, Co Cork.

Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine,
Michael Creed TD

Tuesday 13th
February

8.00pm –
10.00pm

Newgrange Hotel,
Bridge Street, Navan,
Co Meath.

Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine,
Michael Creed TD

Wednesday
14th February

7.00pm –
9.00pm

Bush Hotel, Town Centre,
Carrick-on-Shannon,
Co Leitrim.

Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine,
Michael Creed TD

Tuesday 20th
February

8.00pm –
10.00pm

Hodson Bay Hotel,
Roscommon Road,
Athlone.

Minister for State
Andrew Doyle TD

Wednesday
21st February

8.00pm –
10.00pm

McWilliam Park Hotel,
Kilcolman Road,
Claremorris, Co Mayo.

Minister for State
Andrew Doyle TD

This consultation comes against the background of the launch of the European
Commission’s Communication on the future of food and farming on 29 November
2017. With legislative proposals underpinning the future CAP expected in June
2018, Irish citizens will have an opportunity now to have an input.

Written submissions should be sent by email to cap_post2020@agriculture.gov.ie
or by post to EU Division, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Floor
6 Centre, Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2 marked “Submission on CAP
post 2020”. The deadline for receipt of submissions is 23rd March 2018.

A consultation document and blank submission form will be available on the
Department’s website [from the 26th January 2018] at the following address:-
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmerschemespayments/

They will also be available on request from EU Division, telephone number
01 6072813 or email to cap_post2020@agriculture.gov.ie

www.agriculture.gov.ie

@agriculture_ie
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Maternity hospital challenges decision to hold death inquiry
Aodhan Ó Faolain

The National  Maternity
Hospital (NMH) claims a
new inquiry arising over the
death of a woman during
surgery for an ectopic preg-
nancy will have a “chilling
effect” on the operation of
maternity services.

The hospital was yester-
day given permission by the
High Court to challenge the
minister for health’s deci-
sion to order Hiqa to carry
out a statutory investigation

into patient safety issues,
including the practise of
surgery being carried on out-
side core hours and the
readiness of hospitals to re-
spond to major emergencies
in such circumstances.

Malak  Thawley,  34 ,  a
teacher and a US citizen,
died at the NMH on May 8,
2016. Two weeks ago, her wi-
dower Alan Thawley settled
his action over her death
against the NMH for com-
pensatory damages. The
court heard the doctor who

carried out the surgery was
an inexperienced junior sur-
geon and was not supervised.

At the High Court, Paul
Gallagher, counsel for the
NMH,  said  i t  was  their
case the minister was acting
outside his powers in order-
ing a new inquiry in circum-
stances where three other
reports into the death of
Ms Thawley have taken
place, one by the hospital
itself, another by the HSE
and there was also the cor-
oner’s report.

The hospital’s review had
resulted in the implemen-
tation of changes to ensure
there is no recurrence of the
tragedy and they were back-
ed by the HSE, the coroner
and Hiqa, counsel said.

The minister had fettered
his discretion by telling Mr
Thawley  that  what eve r
about the HSE report, he
(minister) would still order
an inquiry into the matter.

This was effectively giving
a third party the discretion
as to whether an investi-

gation would be ordered,
counsel said.

A  s t at u t ory  i n quiry
requires that it must be on
foot of a specific concern but
the minister had implied it
was because the provision of
all hospital services outside
core hours was unsafe, coun-
sel said. This is an irrational
position and outside the min-
ister’s powers, he said.

In an affidavit for the pro-
ce ed ings ,  N M H Ma ste r
Rhona Mahony says the new
investigation, under Section

9(2) of the Health Act 2007,
will undermine clinical and
public confidence and could
be counter-productive in its
effect on national maternity
services.

It will have a “chilling ef-
fect” on the ability of clini-
cians to deliver high risk and
emergency care in an al-
ready challenging environ-
ment, both at the NMH and
nationally, she says.

While no maternity hospi-
tal has a 24/7 consultant
presence, and emergency

obstetric procedures are fre-
quently performed in the ab-
sence of a consultant, consul-
tant staff are readily avail-
able when called, she says.

This was exemplified in
the Thawley case when the
consultant obstetrician was
in theatre within 10 minutes
of being called and a consul-
tant anaesthetist within 18
minutes, she says.

There is no evidence that
the minister’s decision to
hold an inquiry meets the
statutory threshold for a

Section 9 inquiry, she says.
The minister had pre-de-

termined whether a fourth
investigation was necessary
and in doing so, prior to the
publication of the HSE, the
minister had effectively con-
ferred that decision on Mr
Thawley, she says.

Mr Justice Seamus Noon-
an granted the NMH per-
mission to bring judical re-
view proceedings against the
minister, with Hiqa as notice
party, and said the case can
return to court next month.

Cabinet set to approve ratification of 2008 convention on disabilities
budget of €3m, to replace the
current ward-of-court sys-
tem for adults.

The 1871 Lunacy Regu-
lation Act and the Marriage
of Lunatics Act of 1811 will
also be repealed.

These services and legal
measures must be in place
before the provisions of the
act can be commenced, min-
isters will be told.

M r  C oven ey  w i l l  te l l
colleagues there are many
complex strands to  this
work, including involvement
of multiple players. A major
effort and mobilisation will
be required to achieve the
decisions support service.

The Cabinet will also hear
that Ireland, based on advice
from the attorney general,
will enter some reservations

to the convention in order to
modify the legal effect of
some relevant provisions.

The concerns centre on
the ability of disabled people
being able to make decisions
for themselves. The memor-
andum says Article 12 of the
convention could cause diffi-
culties for the operation of
the 2015 Assisted Decision
Making Act.

A separate bill on depriva-
tion of liberty will also need
to be enacted by the end of
this year, states the memor-
andum. This is to allow ap-
propriate legal safeguards
to be put in place dealing
with the individual rights to
liberty and security.

It is also proposed that a
dedicated decisions support
service be set up, with a

Ireland to abide by under in-
ternational law.

Mr Coveney is to set out a
number of legal and policy
concerns to be considered
prior to the Government de-
ciding to proceed with ratifi-
cation.

The memorandum says
the 2016 Disability Bill will
need to pass through the Oi-
reachtas to allow it comply.

McGrath has sought Govern-
ment support for this move
since entering office.

The memorandum states
that it may be necessary to
introduce domestic legis-
lation to ensure Ireland is
compliant with the conven-
tion, which is supported by
175 countries.

The convention will create
binding legal obligations for

seeking Government appro-
val to sign up to the 2008
convention.

Ireland is the only EU
country not to comply with
the convention which seeks
to promote, protect, and en-
sure the full and equal enjoy-
ment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms by all
persons with disabilities.

Disability Minister Finian

Daniel McConnell

Wards of court are to be
abolished and the rights of
the disabled are to be greatly
enhanced as the Govern-
ment is today set to approve
ratification of the UN Con-
vention on Disabilities.

Tánaiste Simon Coveney
is to bring a memorandum,
seen by the Irish Examiner,

Brexit
timeline
could be
extended
■ Britain set to leave EU by end
of 2020 under agreed guidelines
Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

Britain must exit the EU by
the end of 2020 but the dead-
line could be extended, a
position favoured by Ireland
to ensure there is a smooth
Brexit agreement.

EU ministers met in Brus-
sels yesterday and agreed
the guidelines for the transi-
tion period for Brexit, which
has been set to minimise
disruption for businesses,
security as well as trade.

The  EU27  g ave  their
approval of new guidelines
for chief Brexit negotiator
Michel Barnier, ahead of
talks expected to end in
March.

Under the terms, the tran-
sition period will run from
March 2019 until December
2020, some 21 months. EU
foreign ministers, including
Helen McEntee, agreed the
draft timeframe. However, it
is believed British MPs and
secretaries are open to allow-
ing the exit period extend by
at least a few months.

Tánaiste Simon Coveney
had said previously that he
preferred a Brexit transition
period of up to five years.

Under the deal agreed yes-
terday:
■ Britain must continue to
observe EU trade and cus-
toms rules during the transi-
tion;
■ The UK will have no say
over those rules;
■ EU members say the tran-
sition should be longer than
two years, but there is scope
for extra time;
■ No “cherrypicking” over
the single market during the
time and free movement into
the UK remains.

Speaking after the general
affairs meeting in Brussels
yesterday, Ms McEntee said
she welcomed the agreement
by the EU27 on negotiating
directives which propose a
status quo transitional ar-
rangement after the UK
leaves the EU in March 2019.

“Such an arrangement
will provide certainty and

limit  disruption for our
citizens and businesses.
Under such an arrangement
the UK will be expected to
continue to apply the full EU
acquis. The overriding aim
of such an arrangement is to
ensure that there are no gaps
or cliff edge effects between
the UK’s departure from the
EU and the entry into force
of the EU-UK future relation-
ship agreement.

“I also underlined Ire-
land’s wish to see the closest
possible relationship be-
tween the EU and the UK, in-
cluding on trade, while also
making clear that the integ-
rity of the EU’s single market
and customs union must be
protected,” she added.

UK Brexit secretary David
Davis dismissed suggestions
transition could take up to
three years, but did say:
“Twenty-one months may be
fine, plus or minus a few
months is neither here nor
there. But we are not talking
about extending to three
years. It isn’t necessary.”

Mr Barnier said agree-
ment on Britain’s orderly
withdrawal from the bloc,
which includes future citiz-
ens’ rights, the Irish border
question, and the multibil-
lion-euro divorce bill, still
had to be finalised.

He highlighted how Brit-
ain would not be able to
interfere with new EU rules
during the near two-year
transition period. “The UK
must acknowledge and ac-
cept these rules of the game
from the outset. Otherwise
we would be moving towards
something which we did fear
for the future, divergence
and a type of single market a
la carte, which is not poss-
ible, certainly not during the
transition period, which the
UK has requested.”

Mr Barnier, nonetheless,
said he accepted that Britain
would want to talk to third
countries during the transi-
tion about future trade deals,
but it would not be able to im-
plement those new deals dur-
ing the transition.

Man
told girl
he was
a garda
Declan Brennan

A convicted rapist, who told
a schoolgirl he was a garda
and threatened to arrest her,
ha s  b ee n  ja i le d  fo r  s ix
months.

Cork man Paul Buckley,
aged 45, had been jailed for
four years in 2005 after a trial
at  the Central  Criminal
Court heard he had battered
and raped a woman who was
making her way home after a
night out drinking.

However, Det Garda Phil-
lip Byrne told Dublin Circuit
Criminal Court that on No-
vember 11 last, Buckley, a
registered sex offender, was
living in the capital.

Buckley was drinking in
Dublin city centre during the
day when he saw a teenage
girl in her school uniform
standing with a friend. After
challenging the girl about
n o t  be i n g  at  sch ool  he
showed her a business card
with a Garda logo on it and
told her he was a garda.

The girl told him she had
skipped school  that  day
because she did not want to
do a PE test. Buckley told her
she should not be embar-
rassed by the test because
she was a “gorgeous girl”.

He asked her to go for a
coffee with him and when
she said no, he told her she
could not leave. He told her
he could arrest her and bring
her to the station for not
being in school.

He beg an rubbing her
hand and told her she was
sexy, Det Gda Byrne told the
court. The girl later told in-
vestigators she felt very un-
comfortable and frightened.
Buckley again told the girl he
could arrest her and she re-
plied that she would have to
call her mother before going
to the station. She went to
leave and Buckley did not
prevent her this time.

Buckley, of  Nelson St,
Dublin, pleaded guilty to im-
personation of a garda at
Aston Quay, Dublin.

Sentencing him yesterday,
Judge Martin Nolan said he
must give Buckley the “bene-
fit of the doubt” about his
motive for approaching the
girl. “I can’t infer beyond
reasonable doubt that the
defendant in this case in-
tended to cause harm to
the young lady,” the judge
said. “I can’t infer he inten-
ded, for instance, to sexually
assault her.”

The judge noted imperson-
ating a garda was a serious
offence and he handed down
a six-month sentence.

Lorcan Staines, prosecut-
ing, said Buckley revealed to
the Probation Service him-
self that the offence was sex-
ually motivated. A report
stated: “He will receive some
sort of sexual gratification
from engaging in conver-
sation of this type.”

Fiona Murphy, defending,
said her client’s motive was
to seek “some form of human
interaction”. She said he
knew nobody in Dublin and
was depressed and lonely.

Buckley was identified
from CCTV cameras. He told
gardaí: “It wouldn’t have es-
calated into a sexual offence
or  sexual  predator .  I ’m
aware of the danger there.”

Formerly of Baker’s Rd,
Gurranabraher, Cork, Buck-
ley was convicted of rape
and assault causing harm
in October 2005. He was re-
leased in the autumn of 2009,
about seven months before
he carried out a serious late-
night attack on a woman in
Cork City. Gardai, in that
case, had told Cork Circuit
Criminal Court the attack
was sexually motivated.

Father of Horan victim urges people
to stop attacking paedophile’s home

Matthew
Horan was
jailed for
more than
seven years
last week, and
his family
home has
reportedly
come under
attack since.

involved in the case: “To the
guards that spoke to me over
the last two years, I want to
say thank you for all you
have  done  and  to  catch
people like Matthew Horan.
All this material has to be
looked at.  This is  an in-
credible thing to do and have
to go home to a normal life.
Respect to all of you gardaí
for your dedication.”

He added: “Finally, we’d
like to say how proud we are
of our daughter, who spoke
intimately  to  special ist
guards in the hope that this
would help stop him from
doing it to anyone else .

“Sadly there are other
Matthew Horans out there
and more needs to be done on
social media to stop them.”

attacks: “For these people
who are targeting the home
of his father, I would urge
them to stop this immedi-
ately as they are not doing
any good, certainly not in
our name as this man has not
been found guilty of any
crime and must be going
through enough turmoil, as I
am today.”

The man said he had heard
many times of such crimes
but now it had happened to
their child: “The anger I felt
towards to what I thought
was a 13-year-old boy, turned
to guil t  that  I  didn’t  do
enough to protect her from a
grown man, even though I
checked what she was doing
online regularly.”

He also thanked gardaí

windows, demanding that
his  son  come out ,  even
though the 26-year-old was
in custody.

Horan was sentenced to
seven and a half years in
prison last Friday.

He had used Skype, Snap-
chat, Instagram and Kik,
an anonymous messaging
app, to groom girls as young
as nine to send him sexually
explicit  images of  them-
selves.

On RTÉ’s Joe Duffy Show
yesterday, a letter from the
dad of one of the victims was
read out. The “enormity” of
what had happened was only
hitting his family.

The man said he had not
intended of speaking out
until he heard about the

Cormac O’Keeffe
Security Correspondent

The father of  one of  the
girls groomed and sexually
exploi ted  by  pre dator
Matthew Horan has  ap-
pealed to people not to carry
out any further attacks on
the paedophile ’s  family
home.

I t  fo l lows repor ts  the
home in Clondalkin, west
Dublin, was targeted last
week after Horan pleaded
guilty to sample charges of
child sexual exploitation and
possession of child abuse
imagery.

Horan’s  father  was at
home when people gathered
outs ide ,  bang ed  on  the
door  and  smashed  the

‘All of a sudden my window came in’
David Young

A 73-year-old woman has es-
caped serious injury after a
van ploughed through the
wall of her home in Co Down.

Annie Burrell was knoc-
ked from her chair when the
Citroen Berlingo smashed
into her kitchen just after
9pm on Sunday. She said: “I
was sitt ing in the chair
and all of a sudden my back
window came in. There was a
loud bang, maybe with the
window breaking and I was
knocked out of my chair onto
the floor.”

Ms Bur rel l ,  who wa s
watching television, was
treated for shock and minor
injuries to her head and arm
caused by flying glass. “The
water was running all over
the floor. The person must
have left the scene. I was con-
cerned about whoever was in
the van and whether they
were badly hurt,” she told
the BBC.

It is understood Ms Bur-
rell managed to raise the
alarm by crawling to a tele-
phone and alerting family
members who live nearby.

A 27-year-old man has
been arrested.

The scene where a van has crashed through the kitchen window of pensioner Annie Burrell’s home outside Waringstown, in Co Down.
Picture: Liam McBurney/PA

The scene where a van has crashed through the kitchen window of pensioner Annie Burrell’s home outside Waringstown, in Co Down. Picture: Liam McBurney/PA Wire
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Eoin Reynolds

An histor ian  who has
pleaded guilty to murdering
a mother of three in her own
home told gardaí he was paid
to carry out the “brutal”
crime.

The murderer admitted
his role in the slaying after
gardaí received a tip from a
woman in Australia, telling
them that he had confessed
to her.

Anthony Lambe, aged 34,
from Annadr umman,
Castleblayney, Co Monag-
han, appeared at the Central
Criminal Court yesterday
morning where he pleaded
guilty to the murder of Irene
White, aged 43, in the kitchen
of Ice House, Demesne Road,
Dundalk, Co Louth, on April
6, 2005.

When arraigned, Lambe
replied, “guilty judge” before
a hearing that finished when
Justice Patrick McCarthy
sentenced him to life im-
prisonment. The deceased
woman’s daughter Jennifer
McBride told the court that
the death of her loving and
gentle mother had caused
“tremendous pain, sorrow
and devastation”.

Detective Insp Patrick
Marry told Sean Gillane,
prosecut ing ,  that  Irene
White, a respected member
of her community, had three
children aged 17, six and five
when she was murdered. She
had separated from her hus-
band and lived with her
children at Ice House, a large
home in Dundalk adjoining a
park.

On the morning of April 6,
2005 ,  she  dropped  her
children to school as usual,
spoke to one of the teachers
and returned home. Irene’s
mother, Maureen McBride,
lived in a mobile home to the
rear of the property and her
routine was to call into her
daughter for a chat in the
morning or early afternoon.

At 12.30pm Ms McBride
arrived and noticed that the
back door was open. Inside,
she  fo und Irene  on  the
kitchen floor surrounded by
a pool of blood and with her
head against the dishwasher.

When gardaí arrived they
saw bl oody  fo otprints
around the body, leading to
the front door and over a
wall into the adjacent park.
They also noted that there
was no evidence of forced
entry, that Irene was wear-
ing orange rubber gloves,

studying for a PhD in history
and had a strong interest in
archaeology. Det Insp Marry
said he believed Lambe was
under pressure at the time of
the murder and added: “That
is as much as I can say at this
stage.”

He agreed with counsel
that Lambe took part in
charity work and thought he
could “balance the books in
some way” but later realised
he could not.

escape over the wall. He also
told gardaí he said a prayer
over her body.

He later telephoned the
person who had asked him
to  do  i t  and  re c eived  a
“relatively small sum of
money”. In the year that fol-
lowed his drink and drug
abuse went out of control
and he had regular night-
mares.

De t  Insp  M ar r y  sai d
L ambe s h o wed  g en u ine
remorse,  saying he was
sorry and breaking down on
several occasions.

He said Lambe came from
a “very well respected, de-
cent family” who had been
distressed on learning what
he had done. He also agreed
with Jonathan Kilfeather,
defending, that Lambe was
sexually abused for three
years as a child and that this
played heavily on his mind.

In 2011, six years after
Irene ’s  murde r ,  L ambe
began studying for an arts
degree and later attained a
master’s in education. When
he was ar rested he  was

and the radio was on in the
kitchen. Nothing appeared to
have been stolen.

State pathologist Marie
Cassidy  fo und 34  s tab
wounds to Irene’s front, back
and arms. She believed Irene
was attacked from behind
but turned around to face
her attacker. Some of the
wounds were inflicted while
she was on the ground and
she died from injuries to
her lungs and heart. Her at-
tacker  had also  cut  her
throat but that wound would
not have caused her death.

The Garda investigation
“ran into the sand” and was
taken over by the Serious
Crime Review team in 2011.
In July 2012 a television pro-
gramme calling for fresh in-
formation led to an anony-
mous call to gardaí from a
woman in Australia. She
said Lambe had told her he
murdered Irene White.

In 2016 gardaí identified
the woman and two of them
travelled to Australia to in-
terview her. Gardaí then
spoke to Lambe’s former

girlfriend who told them that
she could remember April 6,
2005, because she flew with
Lambe to England and re-
called that he was “jittery
and nervous”. She put this
down to the fact it was his
first time flying.

Gardaí arrested Lambe on
January 20, 2017. He con-
fessed from the outset, tell-
ing gardaí that an individual

had asked him to kill Ms
White on behalf of someone
else.  At the time Lambe
was “in a very bad place”,
drinking and taking drugs
and in debt. The person who
approached him gave him
details of the layout of Ice
House and Irene’s move-
ments. He remembered stab-
bing Irene and cutting her
throat before making his

Killer got ‘small sum of money’ for
brutal murder of mother of three

Anne Delcassian holds a picture of her sister, murder victim Irene White, outside court yesterday after
Anthony Lambe was jailed for life for the murder in 2005. Picture: Collins Courts

Anthony Lambe, centre, had drink, drug, and debt problems at the
time of the killing. Picture: Ciara Wilkinson

Jennifer McBride, was taken out
of class to be told her mother
Irene had been killed.

 Picture: Courtpix

Anthony Lambe: Guilty plea.
Picture: Ciara Wilkinson

Review decided not to add Miss D case to O’Higgins terms
Gerard Cunningham

An independent review in-
itially considered adding an
historic complaint against
whistleblower Sgt Maurice
McCabe to the terms of refer-
ence of the O’Higgins com-
mission, but decided not to
after reviewing the Garda
investigation files.

The allegations of sexual
assault, made in 2006 by Miss
D, ended in a direction from
the DPP against prosecution
as there was no evidence that

any crime had occurred.
The Charleton Tribunal is

examining if  unjustif ied
grounds were inappropri-
ately relied upon by ex-com-
missioner Nóirín O’Sullivan
to discredit Sgt McCabe at
the O’Higgins commission.

Michael Flahive, an assist-
ant secretary in the Depart-
ment of Justice, said, in his
evidence to the tribunal, that
Sean Guerin SC had con-
ducted a “paper review” of
existing reports and docu-
mentation on cases which

Sgt McCabe had highlighted.
Following the publication

of the Guerin Report in 2014,
an  Independent  Review
Mechanism was set up with
two senior and five junior
counsel to consider what
cases should be referred to a
commission of investigation.

Mr Flahive said it was re-
cognised that including the
Miss D case in the terms of
reference for  O’Higgins
“could be very problematic”.

“Rightly or wrongly, fairly
or unfairly, it would have

been seen as having the ef-
fect of putting Sgt McCabe on
the back foot with the inves-
tigation,” Mr Flahive said.

He said he asked if lawyers
at the IRM, who had only
seen a letter from Miss D,
could also see Garda files for
the case. This was organised,
and after reviewing the files
the IRM decided against ad-
ding the Miss D case.

The witness agreed with
Michael McDowell SC, on be-
half of Sgt McCabe, that “it
would have been a huge

problem for Sgt McCabe if he
was both quasi-defendant
and somebody to give evi-
dence” at the commission.

Mr Flahive said the terms
of reference for O’Higgins
were “are almost verbatim
as recommended by Sean
Guerin”, except for three
small technical differences.
He said it was clear in his
mind that it would not have
been possible, or proper, for
the minister to intervene in
relation to the Garda com-
missioner’s legal instruc-

tions at the commission.
Mr Justice Peter Char-

leton asked Mr Flahive what
he would have done if he had
been told that someone was
to  “deplo y  as  a  weapon
against Sgt McCabe the ac-
tual allegation of abuse”.

Mr Flahive said he never
thought that would happen,
but if he had, he would have
spoken with the department
secretary general, the min-
ister, and attorney general.

Michael Dreelan, an offi-
cial in the Attorney Gen-

eral’s office, told the tribunal
he first learned of the Miss D
allegations when he was con-
tacted by solicitor Annmarie
Ryan on May 15, 2015. Mr
Dreelan said his prior knowl-
edge of the case was “zero”.
He said he understood that
though the DPP had directed
no charges, the investigation
had a profound impact on Sgt
McCabe, and arising from
that ,  that  had  caused  a
change in Sgt McCabe’s be-
haviour and in his relation-
ship with the force.

“I was informed that An
Garda Síochána would put it
to Sgt McCabe that he was
motivated to raise the issues
before the O’Higgins Com-
mission by a sense of having
been treated unjustly,” Mr
Dreelan told the tribunal.

Mr Dreelan wrote an email
on what he was told by Ms
Ryan, which he forwarded to
his superior.

He said he was aware that
the Department of Justice
would have to be informed
“at an appropriate level”.

Justice worked
‘hand in glove’
with Garda
commissioner
Elaine Loughlin
Political Reporter

The Department of Justice
h ad  a  “ha n d- i n - g l ove ”
relationship with former
Garda commissioner Nóirín
O’Sullivan after the publi-
cation of the O’Higgins com-
mission report and worked
to keep her in her position.

A senior department offi-
cial told the Disclosures
Tribunal it was considered
to be “in the public interest”
not to lose another Garda
commissioner.

Fo rme r  tán a is te  and
justice minister Frances
Fitzgerald is due to give evi-
dence at the tribunal tomor-
row.

Ken O’Leary, a retired
deputy secretary general of
the department, yesterday
said the O’Higgins commis-
sion,  which looked into
complaints made by Sgt
Maurice McCabe about mal-
practice in the Cavan/Mon-
aghan Garda division, had
found nothing against Ms
O’Sullivan.

He said there was “great
controversy” when leaks
emerged from the commis-
sion and Ms O’Sullivan had
been “tarnished”. He said it
was “extremely difficult” for
Ms O’Sullivan to publicly
respond to leaks.

Patrick Marrinan, counsel
for the tribunal, asked Mr
O’Leary if the department
was working “hand in glove”
with Ms O’Sullivan.

He agreed they had been
working closely in the wake
of O’Higgins and it was “for a
very good reason”.

“The public interest was
not going to be serviced in
any way by the commis-
sioner’s position being put in
jeopardy at that time,” he
said.

“We felt that any jeopardy
to that position was both
wrong and not in the public
interest.”

Given the “way that she
wa s  be ing  p i l l or ie d  i n
public”, he said there were
fears she might stand aside.

Anything the department
could do to avoid that was “in
the public interest”.

Mr O’Leary was also asked
about his drafting of a letter
on behalf of Ms O’Sullivan

that was sent to Ms Fitzger-
ald after the publication
of the O’Higgins report in
2016.

The tribunal heard a total
of 15 drafts went back and
forth to Garda Headquarters
and that consultant Terry
Prone also had an input into
the memos.

W hil e  h e  a gre ed  the
exchange of letters may have
appeared “odd”,  he said
there was to be a debate in
the Dáil on the matter and
the department was “trying
to bring these controversies
to an end”.

He described the memo as
more a “stream of conscious-
ness” rather than a draft of
any speech Ms Fitzgerald
might make in the Dáil.

Two c a l ls  which  Mr
O’Leary had with Ms O’Sulli-
van on May 15, 2015, were
also raised at the tribunal
yesterday.

He said Ms O’Sullivan,
with whom he had a “close
working relationship”, had
contacted him to tell him
that a “dispute had arisen” at
the O’Higgins commission —
he understood it to relate to
f a lse  a l l eg at i ons  made
against Sgt McCabe.

Describing the conver-
sations as “hurried”, he said:
“I was asked as a colleague if
there were any issues that
s h e  sho u ld  h ave  in  her
mind.”

While he was happy to
offer “abstract advice”, he
did n ’ t  w is h  t o  g e t  into
the “nitty gritty” of the com-
mission and stressed  i t
would not have been appro-
priate for the minister to in-
tervene.

Asked why no details of
the conversations had been
written down, Mr O’Leary
said he probably would have
been in touch with the Garda
commissioner a hundred
times in the year. “If we were
recording every phone call
with the Garda commis-
sioner, we just wouldn’t be
getting work done... that’s
not the real world in which
we have to operate.”

Mr O’Leary said that if he
had known then that he
would appear before a tribu-
nal, he would have loved
to have an exact note of
the conversation.

Direct provision residents fail to speak
out over ‘troublemaker’ label fears

with  the  s takeholders
including  the  RIA,  the
Ombudsman for Children’s
Office, and NGOs.

His observations noted
that as well as complaints
about  food  provis ion,
transfers and accommo-
dation, complaints were
also lodged regarding the De-
partment of Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection,
often about a failure to sanc-
tion an exceptional needs
payment, and about the HSE,
mainly over medical cards.

On the department, he
said there was “a small
number of Designated Per-

sons habitually refusing ap-
plications that are normally
granted elsewhere”.

The Ombudsman noted
how “many residents have
told my staff that they were
reluctant to complain about
issues at their centres for
fear of being singled out as
troublemakers or persecuted
in some other way for having
complained.”

However, he also noted a
lack of engagement by some
asylum seekers, particularly
in men-only centres.

The Ombudsman now in-
tends to carry out follow-up
visits to centres.

checking with the RIA, the
Ombudsman found 23 such
letters had been issued to
residents across different
centres. RIA said while it
does write to residents who
have deportation orders out-
standing against them, it
was to encourage them to
agree to voluntary deport-
ation and it would not forc-
ibly remove any of the 23
residents concerned.

The Ombudsman said his
staff began visiting direct
provis ion  centre s  and
Emergency Reception and
Orientation Centres from
last April and also engaged

Noel Baker
Social Affairs Correspondent

The Ombudsman received 97
formal complaints from resi-
dents of direct provision
centres last year, with some
asylum seekers claiming
they were reluctant to com-
plain about issues where
they lived for fear of being la-
belled “troublemakers”.

Of  the  97  complaints
lodged with the Ombudsman
since last April, just 10 were
upheld but assistance was
given in another 28 cases.

Thirty complaints related
to transfers, half of which
were not upheld. According
to the Ombudsman, many
complaints  are due to a
transfer request not being
facilitated, often because
there is no suitable capacity
at another centre.

In a commentary on his
office’s role in addressing
complaints in direct provi-
sion since April, Peter Tyn-
dall said it was “reasonable”
a transfer request be turned
down on capacity grounds,
but said applications could
also be held until a suitable
vacancy arose. “I am pleased
to report that RIA [Reception
and Integration Agency]
have started to take this ap-
proach,” he said.

Mr Tyndall said he was
personally made aware of a
complaint by a resident of a
centre in Waterford who was
the subject of a deportation
order and then given a letter
telling him to vacate the
centre within six weeks. On

Ombudsman Peter Tyndall: Said many complaints related to a transfer request not being facilitated,
but there were also complaints about food and accommodation. Picture: Valerie O’Sullivan

Warning over food intolerance tests
the HPRA more power to ad-
dress issues around such
products or to place restric-
tions on them.

Stakeholders consulted as
part of the HPRA review in-
cluded the Irish Pharmacy
Union, the Irish Food Aller-
gy Network and the PSI.

Niall Byrne, registrar of
the PSI, said: “It is clear from
the HPRA notice and from
the Food Safety Authority’s
a dvi ce  o n  food  a l lergy
and food intolerance that
the only clinically valid
method for the diagnosis
and treatment of food intol-
erance is an elimination diet,
which should be carried out
under the supervision of a
registered dietician or medi-
cal professional.”

ones that can be bought
online.

HPRA chief executive Dr
Lorraine Nolan said: “People
should not rely on the results
of these test kits on their own
regardless of how they are
labelled and promoted. Any
examination relating to a
person’s ability to digest or
‘tolerate’ foods should be
made in careful consultation
with a doctor or dietician. It
should not be based on these
tests alone as to do so could
lead to a misdiagnosis or
the removal of important
nutrients in the diet.”

A HPRA spokesman said
EU legislation due to come
into force in the coming
years would replace out-
dated regulations and allow

tion or to remove certain
food groups from their diet.

The finding prompted the
Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland (PSI), which regu-
lates the pharmacy sector, to
advise pharmacists they
should not offer food intoler-
ance testing services to
diagnose food intolerance.

The HPRA’s scientif ic
review included commonly-
used test kits such as immu-
noglobulin G (IgG) tests
which are based on a blood
sample.

It found that while the
tests will not diagnose intol-
erance to a certain food type
they will detect previous ex-
posure to a food. The review
included test kits available in
some pharmacies as well as

Noel Baker

The country’s health prod-
ucts’ watchdog has said food
intolerance tests are clini-
cally invalid and nobody
should act on the results of
the tests without expert ad-
vice from a medical expert.

T h e  H ea l th  P rod u cts
Regul ato r y  A u t h or i ty
(HPRA) said it had carried
out a review of food intoler-
ance test products currently
on the market to examine
their validity, sparked by
their increased availability
in recent years, but found
there was no single test to
diagnose food intolerance.

It also advised people not
to rely on the results of test
kits alone to detect a condi-

Mayor: €44m not enough for roads
roads,” a council source said.

Another issue is the sig-
nificant reduction in the
council’s road maintenance
staff. Their number has been
cut by nearly 400 in the past
10 years.

Mr Ross said he was very
happy to be able to announce
a signif icant and much-
needed increase in grant al-
locations for regional and
local roads this year.

Emphasising that his main
priority remains the main-
tenance and safety of the
network, he added that in-
vestment in maintenance
and renewal nationally will
see an increase of about 18%
in 2018.

of vehicles.
Similarly, very poor road

conditions have been re-
ported in parts of the West
and North of the county.

“While I welcome the in-
vestment it has to be recog-
nised that it does fall short of
what is needed to address the
current state of the roads,”
said Cllr Hurley.

Because of years of cuts
in the road maintenance
budget the council’s resur-
facing work has been re-
duced since 2008 to about
40% of what it should be.

“ T h at  add ed  t o  ba d
weather over the intervening
years has had a cumulative
effect on the state of the

While the Co Cork allo-
cation is up from €36m last
year, it is way behind the
€65m granted in 2008.

Council sources said that
was the amount of money
needed to maintain the road
network properly.

In recent weeks council-
lors have repeatedly called
for additional emergency
funding to be allocated by
the Government because ice
and heavy rain have led to
the serious deterioration
of a number of roads in the
county.

In some areas potholes
have been become craters,
with roads around Mid-Cork
causing damage to a number

Sean O’Riordan

The Government ’s  a l lo -
cation of €44m for the main-
tenance of regional and local
roads  in  Co Cork “f al ls
short” of what is needed to
properly address the dire
condition of many of them.

That’s according to the
Mayor of County Cork, Cllr
Declan Hurley, who said
while he welcomed the an-
nouncement by Transport
Minister Shane Ross, it was
not sufficient.

The county council, which
oversees more than 12,600km
of roads, got slightly more
than one 10th of the national
allocation of €417m.

‘Heartbroken’

Eoin Reynolds

Jennifer McBride said she
went to school as normal on
April 6, 2005, not knowing it
would be her “last goodbye
to my mam”. She
remembered being called
out of class and told her
mother Irene had passed
away. She felt shock and
numbness. “I was
completely heartbroken.”
She described her mother’s
murder as “frenzied,
uncontrolled” and an “act of
sheer brutality”.
Taking to the stand, she said
their home had been filled
with peace, tranquillity, love
and laughter but that was to
be short-lived. Following her
mother’s death, she went to
live with her grandmother
and was separated from her
two siblings. Then tragedy
struck again when Maureen
died six months after Irene,
“from a broken heart”,
having never recovered from
finding Irene’s body. Jennifer
was again left isolated and
homeless.
 She remembered the many
good times with her mother
and felt guilt and sorrow that
her younger siblings were
robbed of those moments
and their mother’s
unconditional love.
A statement by Irene’s sister,
Anne Delcassian, was read
out. She said her sister’s
death was brutal and horrible
and that the killer had no
thought for Irene or her
family. She asked why he
had done it, what was his
motive.
Speaking outside court
Irene’s husband Alan White
said he was “in shock” when
he heard that someone had
been hired to kill his wife but
added: “We got the result we
needed.”
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EU ‘ready to hit back’ if president imposes unfair trade measures
G er m an g ove r n m ent

spokesman, Steffen Seibert,
noted that Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel set out in Davos
last week why her govern-
m ent  wa nts  “a n  even
stronger, more competitive,
more self-confident EU that
takes over even more inter-
national responsibility”.

“But that is not directed
against anyone, including
the United States of Ameri-
ca,” he said.

Mr Schinas said “while
trade has to be open and fair,
it also has to be rules-based”.

In 2016, official figures
sh o w,  the  E U impo r te d
€246bn in goods from the US
while exporting some €362bn
to the country. Mr Trump
has taken aim at that US defi-
cit of €116bn. In services, the
US deficit is much smaller, at
only about €13bn.

The EU and Germany have
both called for co-operation.

South Korea. His adminis-
tration has also pulled out of
a Pacific trade deal and is
looking to renegotiate the
North American Free Trade
Agreement.

EU chief spokesman Mar-
garitis Schinas retorted that
“the EU stands ready to react
swiftly and appropriately in
case our exports are affected
by any restrictive trade
measure from the United
States”.

big from that standpoint,
from a trade standpoint”.

In the past, Mr Trump has
hinted at punitive measures
against trading partners he
thought were abusing the US
market.

Last week he approved
tariffs on imported solar
energy components  and
large washing machines in a
bid to help US manufac-
turers, particularly against
competition from China and

about protecting American
jobs and going against multi-
lateral trade deals.

On Sunday, Mr Trump
said in a British television in-
terview that “the European
Union has been very, very
unfair to the United States,
and I think it’ll turn out to
be very much to their detri-
ment”.

He insisted that his trade
issues with the EU “may
morph into something very

The stand-off contrasted
sharply with relations dur-
ing the administration of
Barack Obama, when both
sides sought to create a
massive free trade zone be-
tween the EU and US which,
it was argued, could yield
more than $100bn (€80.7bn) a
year for both sides.

When Mr Trump won the
presidential election in No-
vember 2016, those hopes
evaporated as he talked

Raf Casert

The EU has said it stands
ready to hit back “swiftly
and appropriately” if US
president Donald Trump
takes unfair trade measures
against the 28-nation bloc.

The EU’s warning came
less than 24 hours after Mr
Trump expressed annoyance
with EU trade policy, saying
this irritation “may morph
into something very big”.

Mediterranean diet linked
to IVF success, study finds

Women on a MedDiet in the six months before IVF had a 65%-68%
better chance of becoming pregnant and giving birth to a live baby
than women with the lowest adherence to the diet, say researchers.

from our  s tud y ,  i s  that
women attempting fertility
should be encouraged to eat
a healthy diet, such as the
Mediterranean diet, because
greater adherence to this
healthy dietary pattern may
help increase the chances of
successful pregnancy and
delivering a live baby,” said
‘Mr Yiannakouris.

Overal l ,  229  wom en
(93.9%) had at least one em-
bryo transferred to their
wombs; 138 (56%) had a suc-
cessful implantation; 104
(42.6%) achieved a clinical
pregnancy (one that can be
confirmed by ultrasound);
and 99 (40.5%) gave birth to a
live baby.

“The important message,

nutrition and dietetics at Ha-
rokopio  Univers i ty  o f
Athens, divided the women
into three groups: the first
group had scores between 18
to 30,  the second scored
between 31-35, and the third
between 36 to 47.

Compared to the 86 women
in the highest-scoring group,
the 79 women in the lowest-
scoring group had signifi-
cantly lower rates of preg-
nancies (29% versus 50%)
and live births (26.6% versus
48.8%).

For women younger than
35, every five-point improve-
ment in the MedDiet Score
was linked with a 2.7 times
higher likelihood of achiev-
ing a successful pregnancy
and live birth.

published in the journal,
Human Reproduction,  fo-
cused on dietary patterns,
rather than individual nu-
trients, foods, or food groups.

It assessed the diet of 244
women, via a food frequency
questionnaire, when they en-
rolled at a clinic in Athens,
Greece, for their first IVF
treatment.

The questionnaire asked
them how often they ate
certain groups of food in the
six months before they were
given  a  MedDiet  Score ,
which ranged from 0-55.
Higher  scores  indicate
greater adherence to the
Mediterranean diet.

Researchers, led by associ-
ate professor, Nikos Yianna-
kouris, at the department of

Jennifer Cockerell

Women on a Mediterranean
diet and receiving IVF treat-
ment may be more likely to
become pregnant.

Researchers asked women
about their eating habits and
found that those who ate
more fresh vegetables, fruit,
whole grains, legumes, fish
and olive oil, and less red
meat, had the better out-
comes from the treatment.

Women who had that diet
in the six months before IVF
had a 65%-68% better chance
of becoming pregnant and
giving birth to a live baby
than women with the lowest
adherence to the Mediterra-
nean-style diet.

The research, which is

Medical cannabis
activist in US dies

ordinance that allowed the
use of medical marijuana.

That was a precursor to
the statewide legalisation of
medical pot in 1996 and the
passage of California Prop-
osition 215.

Today, medical marijuana
is legal in most US states and
Washington, DC.

Mr Peron suffered lung
cancer and lost his partner,
Jonathan West, to Aids, in
1990. Born in New York, he
was drafted in the late 1960s
to serve in Vietnam, where
he first took cannabis. In the
early 1990s, he founded the
San Francisco Cannabis
Buyers’ Club, the nation’s
first public marijuana dis-
pensary. He was once shot in
the leg by a police officer.

Dennis Peron, the cannabis
activist who fired up the
movement to legalise medi-
cal marijuana in California,
has died in a San Francisco
hospital. He was 72.

Also a prominent figure in
San Francisco’s gay commu-
nity, he was a pioneer in re-
cognising the health benefits
of pot, during the height of
the Aids crisis, in the 1980s.

“A man that changed the
world,” was how his brother,
Jeffrey Peron, remembered
him on Facebook. “It is with
a heavy heart  that I  an-
nounce the passing of my
brother, Dennis Peron.”

Mr Peron, a friend of mur-
dered gay rights activist,
Harvey Milk, helped push
through a San Francisco

Can Trump stick
to script beyond
State of Union?
■ Chronic inability to stay on-message could scupper
annual showpiece speech address of US presidency

stantiated claim that Mr
Trump punctuated with the
assertion his predecessor
was a “bad (or sick) guy!”

The resulting fallout de-
railed any momentum Mr
Trump had gotten from the
speech and put the West
Wing back on the defensive.

It’s far from the only mo-
ment when Mr Trump has
squandered a brief era of
goodwill. In June, he deliver-
ed an emotional address to
the nation, after a shooting at
a congressional baseball
practice, and then, two days
later, he took to Twitter to at-
tack his own Justice Depart-
ment, while declaring the
Russia probe a “witch hunt.”

And the day after he de-
livered a thunderous ad-
dress, as he accepted his
party’s nomination for presi-
dent at the 2016 Republican
National Convention, Mr
Trump turned what was sup-
posed to be a brief thank-you
to volunteers into a score-
settling screed, relitigating
the conspiracy theory that
his rival, Ted Cruz’s father
had been involved in the as-
sassination of President
John F Kennedy.

The  White  House  has
spent weeks crafting the
State of the Union speech,
seeking input from Cabinet
heads and agency leaders.

Led by policy adviser,
Stephen Miller, and staff sec-
retary ,  Rob  Por ter ,  the
speech has gone through a
number of drafts,  which
have circulated throughout
the West Wing, and the presi-
dent has added input with
handwritten notes.

Mr Trump is expected to
highlight immigration and
national security issues, out-
line his hopes for new trade
deals, and reveal some of his
long-awaited infrastructure
plans.

He then could, as his pre-
decessors did, spend some
time travelling the country
in support of those ideas.
Odds are that Mr Trump
sticks to the script for at least
one night. All bets are off
after that.

Mr Trump’s speech will be
televised at 2am (Irish time)
tomorrow.

Last  Febr uary  27 ,  Mr
Trump indeed delivered,
when he gave his first ad-
dress to a joint session of
Congress. The speech came
amid a period of crisis for the
young administration —
national security adviser,
Michael Flynn, had been dis-
missed days earlier — and
amid  quest ions  about
whether Mr Trump had the
ability and temperament to
lead the nation.

Surprising cri t ics ,  he
sounded a rousing call for
unity, declaring that it was
time to end an era of “pure,
unadulterated division”, in
the wake of a bruising cam-
paign and a tumultuous start
to his presidency.

“The time for small think-
ing is over,” Mr Trump said.
“The time for trivial fights is
behind us. We just need the
courage to share the dreams
that f ill  our hearts.  The
bravery to express the hopes
that stir our souls. And the
confidence to turn those
hopes and those dreams into
action.”

The speech, which also
featured an emotional stand-
ing ovation for the widow of a
slain Navy SEAL, drew raves
from Republicans and grudg-
ing  re spect  from many
Democrats, while prompting
a number of observers to
wonder if Mr Trump had
found his footing and was
ready to usher in a new,
more responsible chapter of
his presidency.

That lasted less than a
week.

On March 4, Mr Trump
typed out a series of tweets in
which he accused former
president, Barack Obama, of
authorising a wiretap of
Trump Tower, an unsub-

Jonathan Lemirre
Washington

No natural orator, US presi-
dent, Donald Trump, can de-
liver a powerful speech that
outlines his vision, strikes
an emotional chord, and
moves commentators to de-
clare that he, at last, looks
presidential. And then the
teleprompter gets turned off.

Time and  ag ain ,  Mr
Trump has followed up a
well-received, stuck-to-the-
script address with wild in-
discipline, quickly losing
any momentum in a contro-
versy of his own making.

His first State of the Union
address, in the early hours of
tomorrow morning, will be
the biggest test, yet, of his
ability to not just deliver a
stately speech, but also to
stay on track, as the White
House rolls  out policies
based on it.

“He has little message dis-
cipline,” said Ari Fleischer,
who was press secretary for
former president, George W
Bush.

“Virtually every time he
moves the ball far down the
field, he seems to derail him-
self with a tweet, days later,
instead of building on the
momentum.”

The State of the Union is a
big set-piece for any presi-
dent, a chance to showcase
the accomplishments of the
past year, while setting the
tone for the next one. Every
word is meticulously vetted,
every presidential guest is
carefully chosen, and each
moment is painstakingly re-
hearsed.

For Mr Trump, dogged by
low poll numbers and the
persistent Russia probe, the
speech carries particular im-
portance.

“It’s one of the few events
presidents conduct in which
30m to 40m or more Ameri-
cans are  watching,”  Mr
Fleischer said. “There is
hardly another moment of
presidential exposure as big
as this one, and it’s one when
the president and his staff
have all the control. They are
not reacting to events. They
are controlling them, and
they need to deliver.”

Donald Trump: State of Union
address at 2am Irish time.

Kim Jong Nam met US national before poison death
Rozanna Latiff

Kim Jong  Nam,  the  es -
trang ed hal f -brother  of
North Korean’s leader, met a
United States national at a
Malaysian island hotel days
before his sensational killing
last February, a police offi-
cial told a court hearing.

Two women, Indonesian
Siti Aisyah and Doan Thi
Huong, a Vietnamese, have
been charg ed with  four
North Korean fugitives for
the murder.

Prosecutors  say  the
women smeared his face
with VX, a lethal chemical
poison at Kuala Lumpur air-
port on February 13.

Defence lawyers say the
women thought they were
playing a prank for a reality
show. They face the death
penalty, if convicted.

Kim arrived in Malaysia
on February 6 before travel-
ling two days later to Lang-
kawi Island, a tourist spot off
Malaysia’s west coast, the
lead police investigator in

the case, Wan Azirul Nizam,
told the court.

But he was unable to con-
firm numerous details, say-
ing he could not recall the
name of the hotel where Kim
stayed and did not know the
name of the American man
seen meeting with the North
Korean on February 9.

“Until today, the identity
of the person being referred
to could not be obtained,” he
said.

Siti Aisyah’s lawyer, Gooi
Soon Seng, had questioned

Wan Azirul on a May 2017 re-
port in the Japanese daily,
Asahi Shimbun, that Kim
had met a US intelligence
agent in Langkawi.

The report said Kim was
believed to have passed a
large amount of data to the
agent, citing a Malaysian
forensics analysis of a laptop
found in Kim’s backpack
after his death.

Wan Azirul confirmed the
laptop was sent to a forensics
laboratory in the Malaysian
capital of Kuala Lumpur,

which found the computer
had last been used on Febru-
ary 9.

The forensics report, pro-
vided to reporters at the
hearing, also showed some
data had been accessed from
a USB pendrive inserted into
the laptop on the same day.

But Wan Azirul said he
was unsure whether Kim
had passed on data in Lang-
kawi or if the meeting was
linked to the airport murder.

Gooi accused the police
witness of being evasive.

“Come on, you have a total
lapse in memory?” he told
Wan Azirul. “You say you in-
vestigated but you’ve for-
gotten everything? Which
hotel? What was this investi-
gation for, if it wasn’t related
to this case?”

“Until now, the identity of
the man is not known,” Wan
Azirul told the court.

The witness said he could
not  remember the hotel
name or whether the room
was registered under Kim or
the man, prompting a lash-

ing from Gooi for his “severe
lapse of memory.”

Gooi has told reporters
that Kim’s killing was likely
a political assassination be-
cause of involvement by the
North Korean Embassy. A
witness has testified that a
car used to take the North
Korean suspects to the air-
port on the day of the murder
belonged to the embassy.

The court also heard that
an embassy official met the
suspects and facilitated their
check-in at the airport.

becoming a cold place for
immigrants, with arrests of
illegals on the rise since
Trump took office a year ago.

But while his youth and
energy certainly project the
right image for a party that
desperately needs younger
progressive candidates, the
Kennedy name may work
against him for some Ameri-
cans, who believe the politi-
cal dynasty has had its day
and what is needed now is
fresh blood and a break with
establishment politics.

But winners are always ac-
claimed and if Kennedy does
well in responding to Trump,
it will, undoubtedly, advance
his climb up the ladder.

Or, as Boston Globe colum-
nist, Nestor Ramos, recently
told Kennedy, “[If you do
well] half the country will
immediately empty their
wallets into your campaign
account.”

Even if he falters, how-
ever, he can still take heart
from the fact that no matter
how far the Kennedys fall,
they always seem to rise
again.

As his granduncle, Ted,
proclaimed to the Democrat
Convention in 1980, when he
lost the party’s nomination
to Jimmy Carter: “The work
goes on, the cause endures,
and the dream shall never
die.”

And 1980 happens to be the
year that Joe Kennedy was
born.

Indeed, Kennedy is fast
making a name for himself
on social media, with his
rousing speeches attacking
Trump’s agenda. He is also
quick to seize on the Irish im-
migrant back-story of his
forbears and the discrimi-
nation they faced when they
arrived in America from
famine-era Limerick and
Wexford.

Blasting Trump for the
“scapegoating of immigrant
families”, Kennedy recalled,
in one speech, how his great-
grandmother, Rose, once
showed the family old news-
paper wanted ads with the
words ‘No Irish need apply.’

Kennedy’s outspokenness
sits well with Democratic
voters in a country that is

sponse to the State of the
Union.”

The speech will be
Kennedy’s highest-profile
national appearance, and
while a successful perform-
ance will boost his national
profile, if he falls short it
could deal a fatal blow to his
ambitions for higher office.

He certainly has his fans
among the party faithful.
“This is a Kennedy who
could be president,” tweeted
former Democratic National
Committee chairman, Ho-
ward Dean, after a speech by
Kennedy in the House of
Representatives attacking
Republican efforts to repeal
former president, Barack
Obama’s healthcare plan for
Americans.

Bette Browne

The dream of another
Kennedy in the White House
endures for some Democrats.
Tomorrow morning, the man
on whom they’re pinning
their hopes, Congressman
Joe Kennedy, will be thrust
into the national spotlight.

He will pit his vision of
America against that of the
president, Donald Trump.

The 37-year-old congress-
man has been chosen by his
party to deliver the opposi-
tion response to the presi-
dent’s State of the Union
address, before a prime-time
TV audience. Kennedy’s
selection focuses on
generational change and a
progressive agenda, in an
election year in which Demo-
crats desperately want to
seize congressional power
from Trump’s Republicans.

There are risks as well as
rewards for the party’s ris-
ing star. Kennedy, a three-
term congressman for Mass-
achusetts, grandson of the
late Robert Kennedy and
great-nephew of former
president, John F Kennedy,
has embraced the role.

“From healthcare to econ-
omic justice to civil rights,
the Democratic agenda
stands in powerful contrast
to President Trump’s broken
promises to American
families,” he tweeted.
“Deeply honoured to be
chosen to deliver the re-

Can Joe revive the Kennedys?

Ted Kennedy: Granduncle of Joe.

Joe Kennedy, Robert Kennedy’s grandson, will deliver the Democratic Party response to US president Donald Trump’s State of the Union
address. Picture: Pete Marovich/Getty Images

FBI deputy director
McCabe leaves post

Andrew McCabe: A frequent
target of Trump’s criticism.

FBI deputy director Andrew
McCabe, a frequent target
of President Donald Trump’s
criticism who led the bureau
for months last year following
the firing of James Comey, is
leaving his position.
Yesterday’s announcement
came ahead of a previously
planned retirement this spring.
Mr McCabe’a departure from
the FBI’s number two slot is ef-
fective immediately with the
deputy director granted what
was termed “terminal leave”.
Mr McCabe has been re-
peatedly attacked by Mr Trump
since the autumn of 2016,
when it was revealed that his
wife had accepted campaign
contributions from the political
action committee of Virginia
governor Terry McAuliffe, a
close Hillary Clinton ally, during
a failed state senate run.
Mr McCabe became deputy di-
rector in 2016 following earlier
jobs running the FBI’s Wash-
ington field office and
serving as head of its
national security branch.

Activist charged
with subversion
Chinese human rights activist,
Yu Wensheng, has been
charged with inciting subver-
sion of state power, after writing
a letter calling for democratic
reforms.
Yu’s lawyer, Huang Hanzhong,
said police informed his wife of
the charge. Earlier this month,
a dozen police officers de-
tained Yu, a lawyer based in
Beijing, while he was waiting in
his car to take his 13-year-old
son to school.
Officers also took Yu’s wife, Xu
Yan, to a police station on Sat-
urday, on the same charge,
though they released her the
next day. Police also searched
Yu’s home and office and
seized computers, USB drives,
mobile phones, and files.

11 killed in airstrike
on market in Syria
At least 11 people have been
killed, and a hospital badly
damaged, during airstrikes on
the opposition-held, northern
Syrian province of Idlib.
The local White Helmets res-
cue workers said the air strikes
hit Idlib’s largest vegetable
market, in the town of Saraqeb,
where the 11 were killed.
The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights confirmed the
attack and said a local hospital
was also hit.

IS kill 11 in military
academy attack
Islamic State militants attacked
Afghan soldiers guarding a
military academy in the capital
of Kabul, killing 11 troops and
wounding 16.
The attack was the latest in a
wave of relentless violence in
Kabul this month, unleashed
by the Taliban and the rival Is-
lamic State group. Scores have
been killed and hundreds
wounded. The attack started at
4am, and fighting continued
long after daybreak.
A suicide bomber first struck
the military unit responsible for
providing security for the acad-
emy, followed by a gun battle
with the troops. At least five in-
surgents were involved.

Analysis: 11

Jazz guitarist
Schumann dies
Jazz guitarist, Heinz Jakob
‘Coco’ Schumann, who sur-
vived Nazi concentration
camps to return to his musical
career in Berlin, after the Sec-
ond World War, has died, aged
93. Schumann died on Sunday,
in Berlin.
He made a name for himself in
Berlin’s underground jazz and
swing scene in the 1930s. He
was arrested in 1943 (his
mother was Jewish), and he
was deported to the Theresien-
stadt concentration camp.
There, he played in the Ghetto
Swingers band.

‘No man’s land’
proposal for Mayon
The Philippine defence chief
has recommended that villages
in a danger zone around
erupting Mount Mayon should
be turned into a permanent “no
man’s land” to avoid evacuat-
ing thousands of residents
each time the country’s most
active volcano explodes.
During a meeting with officials
dealing with the two-week
eruption of Mayon, the
president, Rodrigo Duterte,
expressed support for Delfin
Lorenzana’s plan.
However, Mr Duterte said the
government may have to
expropriate land from private
owners to do so, and that could
spark “a social problem again”.
Mayon, which is famous for its
near-perfect cone, has erupted
50 times in the last 500 years.
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Soldiers at
risk over
fitness app
GPS data
■ Publication by Strava of jogging
routes ‘can endanger military’
Alastair Reid

The locations of military
bases and soldiers around
the world have been inadver-
tently published by a fitness
app.

A heatmap of GPS data
recorded by Strava, a mobile
app which allows users to
track their jogging routes,
shows activity in and around
military bases, suggesting
users are soldiers on active
duty.

And people who create a
free account can find other
users who regularly use
certain routes, potentially
alerting terrorists or foreign
powers to soldiers on active
duty.

Pot ent i a l ly  s ensi t i ve
locations in the UK include
t he  S a n dhurs t  m i l i ta r y
academy, GCHQ and HMNB
Clyde, where the navy stores
its nuclear weapons.

A Strava spokesman said
the heatmap “excludes activ-
ities that have been marked
as private and user-defined
privacy zones”.

“We are  committed to
helping people better under-
stand our settings to give
them control over what they
share,” it said. Anyone can
create an account for free
and find routes, or segments
around military bases.

The app also shows which
users have publicly recorded
their times on certain routes
and many people on Twitter
have pointed out that anyone
could use such information
to find other social media
profiles for soldiers.

Nathan Ruser, a student
from Canberra in Australia,
identified what he believed
was a regular jogging route
for soldiers in Afghanistan.

“Hopefully, it’s a learning
experience for the different
m il i t ar y  co mmun i t ie s
and they can toe that line
between convenience and
security,” he told the Sydney
Morning Herald. Others

identified a US base in Nige-
ria and app users at Bagram
air base in Iraq.

Writing for the website
T h e  D ai l y  Be as t , inter -
national security analyst
Jeffrey Lewis showed how
anyone could identify users
at a military base in Taiwan
and potentially find other
bases as a result.

“If our user casually jog-
ging by Taiwanese missiles
da y  a f te r  da y  s u d denly
appears deployed to a new
location, well that’s very in-
teresting if you are targeting
missiles for China’s Rocket
Force,” he wrote.

Users are able to make
their data private, but Mr
Lewis also raised concerns
about whether data which
has been set to private could
be hacked.

Strava published a major
update to the heatmap in
November 2017, including
“six times more data than
before”, but investigators
only spotted the security
breach over the weekend.

A  B r i t ish  Min i s t ry  o f
Defence spokesman said:
“The MOD takes the security
of its personnel and estab-
lishments very seriously and
keeps them under constant
review. However, for obvious
reasons we do not comment
on our specific security ar-
rangements or procedures.”

Strava says it has 27 mil-
lion users around the world,
including people who own
widely available f itness
devices, as well as people
who directly subscribe to its
mobile app.

The map shows a great
deal of activity in the US and
Europe. However, in war
zones and deserts in coun-
tries such as Iraq and Syria,
the  he at  m ap bec omes
almost entirely dark.

A closer look at  those
areas brings into focus the
locations and outlines of
well-known US military
bases.

E-cigarette smoke ‘damages DNA and can increase cancer risk’
gard them as harmless.

Most  inhaled nicotine
is  quickly broken down
into a non-toxic chemical
ca l le d  c o t ini n e ,  whi ch
is eventually excreted in
urine.

But a small proportion,
less than 10%, is believed to
be metabolised into nitrosa-
mines and their derivatives,
which include NNAL.

These chemicals are ca-
pable of inducing tumours in
different organs, the scien-
tists pointed out.

have 97% less of a lung carci-
nogen known as NNAL in
their bodies than tobacco
smokers. That is similar to
the level seen in people on
nicotine-replacement ther-
apy.

However, NNAL levels are
still significantly higher in e-
cigarette smokers than non-
smokers, the authors of the
new study point out.

They pointed out that e-
cigarettes were rapidly gain-
ing popularity, especially
among young people who re-

and bladder cells were ex-
posed to nicotine and nic-
otine derivatives.

The cells were more likely
to mutate or undergo tu-
mour-triggering changes
than non-exposed cells.

W h i le  t oba cc o  smo ke
contains a host of potentially
dangerous chemicals, e-ciga-
rette vapour consists only
of  n ic ot in e  and  so m e
relatively harmless organic
solvents.

Recent studies have shown
that e-cigarette smokers

“vapers” may be increasing
their risk of life-threatening
conditions.

Reporting their findings in
the journal Proceedings of
the National Academy of
Sciences, the researchers
wrote: “We propose that ECS
(e-cigarette smoke) is carci-
nog enic  and  that  e -c ig
smokers have a higher risk
than non-smokers to develop
lung and bladder cancer and
heart diseases.”

Similar results were seen
when cultured human lung

pose a serious health risk.
In laboratory tests, mice

exposed to e-cigarette smoke
had higher levels of DNA
damage in the heart, lungs
and bladder  than those
breathing normal filtered
air.

DNA repair  systems,
which  protect  ag ainst
cancer, were also impaired
in the animals’ cells.

The US team led by Dr
Moon-shong Tang, from New
York University School of
Medic ine ,  wa rn that

John von Radowitz

Smoke from e-cigarettes
damages DNA and can in-
crease the risk of cancer and
heart disease, scientists have
warned.

The battery-driven de-
vices, which deliver an in-
stant nicotine “hit” without
burning tobacco, have been
widely promoted as a safer
alternative to cigarettes.

But findings from a new
study suggest they are far
from harmless, and could

E-cigs have been promoted as
safer alternative to cigarettes.

More women join
headscarf protests in Iran

failing to observe the code.
The announcement sig-

nalled an easing, as called for
by young and reform-minded
Iranians who helped re-elect
President Hassan Rouhani, a
relative moderate, last year.

Many Islamists believe the
hijab should not be imposed
by law, although they con-
sider it a religious task for
every Muslim woman.

Mr Rouhani and Supreme
Leader  Ay atol lah  A l i
Khamenei support softer at-
titudes toward women with
improper hijabs, although
hardliners opposed to easing
the rules  sti l l  dominate
Iran’s security forces and ju-
diciary.

as Vida Movahed, who took
off her headscarf on the
same street in December.

She was detained for a few
weeks and then released.

Women showing their hair
in public can be jailed for up
to two months and fined $25
(€20).

The Islamic dress code, in
place since the 1979 revol-
ution, considers veiling obli-
gatory for any female above
13 in Iran and says they
should cover themselves
from head to toe while dis-
avowing any figure-hugging
dress.

In  late  December ,
police said they would no
longer arrest women for

At least five women in Iran
have protested against the
obligatory Muslim headscarf
by taking theirs off and wav-
ing them on sticks.

Social media show individ-
ual women in separate lo-
cations in Tehran and Isfa-
han.

Masoud Sarabi, who wit-
nessed one of the protests,
confirmed the authenticity
of a video shot on Tehran’s
Enghelab St.

The others appeared to be
authentic, but the Associ-
ated Press could not inde-
pendently verify them.

The women appear to be
following the lead of a 31-
year-old protester identified

Boy arrested after
hitting teacher

ground. Schools Police Chief
Ian Moffett says the depart-
ment’s response was stan-
dard.

However, Álvarez says the
incidents are “police abuse”.

The teacher is planning to
press charges. An officer
re st ra i n ed  t h e  bo y  and
bought  him into  a  local
hospital for a psychiatric
evaluation as his dismayed
mother,  Mercy Alvarez,
followed with a camera in
hand.

“This is police abuse; a
whim of the officer, because
my son was calm when they
came to look for him,” Alva-
rez told El Nuevo Herald
after the incident.

Miami police have arrested a
seven-year-old boy accused
of hitting his teacher.

The Miami Herald cited
a  pol i c e  re p or t  s tat i n g
Mercy Álvarez’s son was
handcuffed last Thursday
for hitting the teacher.

The first-grader was then
h os pi t a l ise d  u n de r  t h e
Florida Mental Health Act
for a psychiatric evaluation
and later discharged.

WSVN-TV quotes a police
report as stating the child
was taken out of the cafeteria
for playing with his food.

It says he then “attacked
the teacher by repeatedly
punching her on the back”
until  the two fell  to  the

Bartra:
I feared
death
in blast
Bor ussia  Dor tmund de-
fender Marc Bartra has told
the trial of a man accused of
bombing the football team’s
bus last year that he was
afraid of dying in the attack.

The April 11 blasts shat-
tered a window of the bus
and hit Bartra with shrap-
nel, leaving the team without
the Spanish defender for
about a month after he had to
undergo surgery on a broken
bone in his wrist.

A police officer was also
hurt in the explosions, which
hit the bus as it left a hotel in
Dor tmund fo r  a  match
against Monaco. The 28-
year-old suspect, identified
only as Sergej W, told the
Dortmund state court earlier
this month that he carried
out the attack, but did not in-
tend to kill or hurt anyone.
He denies attempted murder.

Bartra appeared as a wit-
ness yesterday. He said in a
statement read by lawyer Al-
fons Becker: “I feared for my
life. I feared I would never
see my family again.

“When I remember it, I
don’t feel good,” he said.

Dortmund’s star striker
Pierre-Emerick Aubamey-
ang was also due to appear,
but Becker told the court he
was ill. A note from Dort-
mund’s team doctor did not
reveal any details. Prosecu-
tors and the judge indicated
they were not impressed
with the explanation. There
was no immediate decision
on whether Aubameyang
might face a fine.

Prosecutors also allege W
took out a loan to place a bet
that  Dortmund’s  shares
would drop in value, then
bombed the bus and tried to
disguise the attack as Islamic
terrorism. Dortmund is the
only German football club
whose shares are listed on
the stock exchange.

The defendant has testi-
fied that he was trying to
fake an attack and designed
the explosives in such a way
“that no harm to people
could be expected”.

Marc Batra: Injured in attack on
Borussia Dortmund bus.

Shipwreck loot to be exhibited
treasure hunter responsible
for finding the gold in the
first place continues to sit in
an Ohio jail.

Treasure hunter and Ohio
native Tommy Thompson
found the ship in 1988 after
convincing 161 investors to
fund the voyage for nearly
$13m. A lengthy battle en-
sued over who owned the
gold, with Mr Thompson and
his investors eventually
emerging as the victors over
a group of insurance com-
panies. Mr Thompson’s firm
sold 532 gold bars and thou-
sands of coins to the Califor-
nia Gold Marketing Group
for about $50m in 2000.

Investors never saw any of
those proceeds. In 2005, they
sued Mr Thompson, who
then went into seclusionand
later became a fugitive after
an Ohio judge issued a war-
rant for his arrest in 2012.

A u t h or i t i es  t ra cke d
Thompson to a Florida hotel
in 2015. A judge has held him
in contempt since December
2015 for violating terms of a
plea deal  by refusing to
answer questions about the
location of 500 missing gold
coins. He’s been in jail since.

gold to its original luster for
the past two weeks.

He will continue that work
through February, when the
treasure will go on public
display at the Long Beach
Convention Center.

The gold is all for sale. Just
one tiny coin alone could go
for $1m because of its combi-
nation of rarity and the his-
tory behind it, said Dwight
Manley, managing partner
of the California Gold Mar-
keting Group, which is dis-
playing and selling the gold.

Meanwhile, the deep-sea

coins, removing those ob-
jects and those substances
and getting to look at the
treasure as it was in 1857.”

The Central America was
laden with booty from the
California Gold Rush when it
sank in a hurricane off the
coast of South Carolina in
1857 .  Some 425  people
drowned and thousands of
pounds of California gold
was lost, contributing to an
economic panic.

Using sable paintbrushes
and a cleaning solution, Mr
Evans has been restoring the

Amanda Lee Myers
Santa Ana

More than $50m (€40m)
worth of gold bars, coins, and
dust that’s been described as
the greatest lost treasure in
US history is soon to make its
public debut in California
after sitting at the bottom of
the ocean for over 150 years.

The 3,100 gold coins, 45
gold bars, and more than 80
pounds (36kg) of gold dust re-
covered from the wreckage
of the SS Central America
steamship are now sitting in
a makeshift laboratory just
south of Los Angeles.

Bob Evans, chief scientist
on the original voyage that
discovered the shipwreck
and its treasure in 1988, is
now painstakingly cleaning
each piece of gold by hand,
soaking it in a solution and
brushing off rust and grime
that accumulated as the
treasure sat 7,000ft below sea
level.

“This is a whole new sea-
son of discovery,” Mr Evans
said from the laboratory in
Santa Ana. “We are now
peering beneath the grime
and the rust that is on the

A 1989 photo of loot from the SS Central America.

Chief scientist Bob Evans looks at gold bars recovered from the S.S. Central America steamship that went down in a hurricane in 1857 in a
laboratory in Santa Ana, California. Pictures: Jae C Hong/AP

Volkswagen exposed monkeys to toxic fume tests
Maria Sheahan
Frankfurt

Volkswagen’s supervisory
board called for an immedi-
ate inquiry into who ordered
scientific tests in which mon-
keys were exposed to toxic
diesel fumes, while the Ger-
man government said such
studies were unjustifiable.

“I will do everything poss-
ible  to  ensure  that  this
matter is investigated in de-
tail,” Volkswagen supervis-
ory board chairman Hans

Dieter Poetsch said in a
statement.

“Whoever is responsible
for this must, of course, be
held accountable,” he added.

German carmakers used
the  European Research
Group on Environment and
Health in the Transport Sec-
tor, also known as EUGT, to
commission the tests, the
New York Times reported.

The study, conducted in
2014, was designed to defend
diesel following revelations
that the fuel’s exhaust fumes

were carcinogenic, the paper
reported.

Reuters could not immedi-
ately confirm the details and
purpose of the study and a
representative for EUGT,
which was dissolved last
year, could not be reached
for comment.

EUGT received all of its
funding from Volkswagen,
and fel low German car-
makers Daimler and BMW,
the report said.

I t  re mains  un cl e ar
whether the carmakers were

aware of monkeys being
used in the experiments.

Volkswagen, Daimler and
BMW denounced the study,
whose revelation is the latest
aftershock from the Volk-
swagen emissions-rigging
scandal, which continues to
rock the auto industry.

On Sunday, the German
daily Stuttgarter Zeitung re-
ported that EUGT also spon-
sored scientific studies test-
ing nitrogen dioxide, a gas
found in exhaust fumes, on
people.

It said around 25 healthy
young people inhaled ni-
trogen dioxide in varying
doses over a period of hours
at an institute belonging to
Aachen University in Ger-
many.

The German government
said that any auto emissions
testing on monkeys or people
were unjustifiable.

“These tests on monkeys
or even people are in no ethi-
cal way justifiable and raise
many critical  questions
about those who are behind

t h e  te sts , ”  gover n m ent
spokesman Steffen Seibert
told a regular government
news conference in Berlin.

Stephan Weil, who repre-
sents the German state of
Lower Saxony, a VW share-
holder, on the supervisory
board, said the board was
pressing the carmaker to ur-
gently provide information
about what the aim of the
studies was.

“At the end of the day, the
purpose of such experiments
is the decisive factor. If for

example, safety and health
in the workplace were being
tested, as Aachen University
has suggested, and ethical
standards were adhered to, it
is defensible,” Mr Weil told a
news conference.

“ Where  e xpe r i ments
served the purposes of mar-
keting and sales, however, I
cannot think of an accept-
able justification for such an
approach.”

Aachen University had no
immediate comment.
■ Reuters

Pope: Do more to
fight anti-Semitism

Pope Francis: ‘Indifference on
anti-Semitism is a virus.’

Pope Francis has called on
European countries to do more
to fight anti-Semitism, saying
indifference on the issue was a
virus that could allow the ideas
of racial hatred to spread.
Francis issued his appeal in a
speech to a Rome conference
on the responsibility of states to
fight anti-Semitism and crimes
associated with it.
“We are responsible when we
are able to respond. It is not
merely a question of analysing
the causes of violence and re-
futing their (anti-Semitic
crimes’) perverse logic, but of
being actively prepared to re-
spond to them,” he told the
event organised by the Organi-
sation for Security and Cooper-
ation in Europe (OSCE).
A number of European nations
have made it illegal to deny the
Holocaust, the Nazi attempt to
exterminate European Jewry
during World War Two.
Last week, Germany’s lower
house of parliament called for
the creation of a new govern-
ment post to oversee the fight
against anti-Semitism, follow-
ing the burning of Jewish sym-
bols and Israeli flags.

Suspected killer
faces more charges
A suspected serial killer has
been charged with three more
killings by Toronto police after
human remains were found in
gardens the accused had
worked in.
Officers in the Canadian city
believe more victims could be
found after charges were
brought against landscape gar-
dener Bruce McArthur.
The 66-year-old was charged
earlier this month with first-de-
gree murder over the pre-
sumed deaths of Selim Esen
and Andrew Kinsman, who
were both reported missing
from Toronto’s gay village area
at separate times last year.
Det Sgt Hank Idsinga said
McArthur has been charged
with three more counts of first
degree murder.
The officer said dismembered
remains were found hidden
in the bottom of large planters
in gardens McArthur had
worked on.

Banksy artwork
to be protected
A protective layer will be put
over a new Banksy artwork
which appeared on a disused
Hull bridge but was defaced.
The picture of a young boy in
the familiar Bansky stencilled
style along with the slogan
“Draw The Raised Bridge”
appeared on the Scott Street
Bridge over the River Hull last
week. But over the weekend, it
was covered with white paint,
which was later cleaned off by
local window cleaner Jason
Fanthorpe.
Hull City Council said it will be
protecting the picture.

Romania approves
first female PM
Romania’s parliament has con-
firmed Viorica Dancila, 54, as
its first female prime minister
and the country’s third head of
government in a year.
Ms Dancila won by 282 votes to
136, far more than the 233
votes she needed to lead Ro-
mania’s current left-wing gov-
ernment, which the EU has
criticised over legislation critics
say will make it hard to pros-
ecute high-level corruption.
Ms Dancila will likely act in the
role of an administrator, with
government policy decided by
powerful Social Democrat
chairman Liviu Dragnea, who
cannot be prime minister be-
cause of a conviction for vote-
rigging.

Patagonia park expansion

A view of Patagonia Park, where Chile’s president signed decrees
yesterday creating vast new national parks using lands donated by
the Tompkins Conservation, in what is believed to be the largest
private donation of land ever from a private entity to a country.

Picture: Esteban Felix/AP

Brook wishes she
had children in 20s
Kelly Brook has said she
wishes she had children in her
20s because she feels “up
against it” now she is 38.
The model and TV presenter,
who said she is now unsure if
she will be able to become a
mother, also opened up about
losing a baby when six months
pregnant several years ago.
Brook told ITV’s Loose Women:
“I spent so much of my time
focusing on my career and
making money — that was
such a focus that, actually,
having a family was kind of left
behind. Now I’m in my late 30s,
I feel like, actually I wish I kind
of thought more about having
children earlier. I do feel like
now I’m kind of up against it.”

Kelly Brook, 38: Unsure if she’ll
be able to become a mother.
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The reconsideration of the Kerry Babies’ scandal brought
many long-ago questions back into public view. A great
number are as perplexing today as they were all those years
ago when the affair showed how puritanical, sanctimonious,
hypocritical, male-dominated and, tragically, dishonest the
administration of what was/is called justice could be when
the dominant culture is challenged or ignored. The details of
the affair were/are so incomprehensible, so grating that even
discussing them in one of those universities where students’
sensibilities are regarded as important as truth-telling would
provoke one of those anti-academic, cowardly “trigger warn-
ings” so petals might not be bruised. Had the gardaí who se-
cured “confessions” from the Hayes family been half as easily
cowed, maybe the whole affair might not have assumed such
force and held a mirror to our cruelty.

The resurrection of this half-forgotten scandal filled gal-
leys of newspapers. Many assessments wondered if the Kerry
Babies’ Tribunal had focussed on its remit and challenged
garda culture might we have been spared some scandals of in-
tervening decades. There is a sense that it was an opportunity
squandered. That we are, almost 40 years later mired in root-
and-branch appraisals of how the force works supports this
view. There can hardly be a layer of public life that has got
such attention to such little effect. And it continues.

The Irish Council for Civil Liberties yesterday called for
human rights officers to cover all areas of policing to address
what it describes as “persistent problems”. Dealing with the
issues at the heart of the Kerry scandal, the council wants the
“urgent” establishment of an anti-torture inspection system
and a review of the laws on procedures on detention and
interviewing of suspects. The ICCL said “major steps” had
been taken by successive governments to improve the ac-
countability and effectiveness of An Garda Síochána but that
these efforts had not “penetrated” across the organisation.

The ICCL was not the only organisation to criticise the gar-
daí yesterday. The Policing Authority announced it would
question An Garda Síochána about its ongoing failure to pub-
lish a review into homicide figures at a public meeting next
month. The authority had anticipated that the review would
be available in June but it is yet to be published.

In September the Central Statistics Office declined, for the
second time, to publish crime figures until a Garda review
into homicide cases was completed. This review began after it
was suspected that a number of cases of murder, man-
slaughter and violent deaths may have been classified
inaccurately. The Department of Justice said the CSO has
indicated that it expects to recommence publication of crime
statistics between April and June this year.

The Kerry Babies’ scandal was revisited because gardaí
finally accepted they were wrong and owed Joanne Hayes
and her family an apology. As a first step along the road
to reconnecting with the community they serve and a com-
munity that wants our police to be an admired and respected
force it was a good first step but no more. Much, much needs
to be done — as everyone involved knows only too well.

Culture of
insularity
persists

Transparency in policing

Trump on Paris Climate Accord

Is concession
a ray of hope?
Just as US President Donald Trump was hinting that he
might rejoin the civilised world on the Paris Climate Accord,
if “America gets a better deal”, nearly 1,500 people were
fleeing their homes in the French capital because the deluge-
fed River Seine was rising towards record levels. This may
not be immediately linked to climate change, just like much
of the flooding in Ireland, but it adds to the impetus behind
myriad arguments that we must change how we manage, or
so often misuse, the natural world around us. Trump’s views,
no matter how wrong, cannot be ignored, because he offers
succour to those who would defer, those who would kick the
climate can down the road. By his scorn, he undermines the
Paris deal in a dangerous way, in a way that will have conse-
quences long after he has left the White House.

Speaking from Davos, Trump conceded that it might be an
overreach to describe him as a feminist, but insisted that he
was extremely popular in Britain. “I get so much fan mail... ,”
he bragged, “they love my sense of security, they love what
I’m saying about many different things. I’m getting tremen-
dous support from people in the UK.”

Even if it means indulging his runaway narcissism, Trump
should be encouraged, as forcefully as is possible, to rejoin
global efforts to combat climate change. Ironically, if he did
that it could turn out to be the best achievement of his presi-
dency. Try to make the world safe again, as it were.

West Cork housing project

Council delays
Few things can strengthen a community better than an active
sense of civic pride or a sense of place that encourages people
to come together to overcome difficulties in a way that shapes
their own and their community’s destiny. The project in
Glengarriff in West Cork, where a group came together
to finish abandoned holiday homes so some might be used as
permanent homes, is a perfect example of this self-help, help-
all dynamic. Yet the final piece of the jigsaw is missing. Cork
County Council seems reluctant — and that is putting it
kindly — to take the now completed estate in charge.

The council has concerns around the estate’s sewer net-
work and the condition of its water mains but the prospective
residents seem happy to resolve these issues to the council’s
satisfaction. Planning was granted in 2004 for 23 holiday
homes but that project ran into the sand. Seven years ago a
group began a repair-and-rescue project but that cannot be
completed without the council’s blessing. This kind of delay
can hardly encourage others who might be similarly ambi-
tious. Surely the council can do better?

“For years,
internet providers
have been hiding
behind a charade
of self-regulation

Our children are in peril on the
internet and nobody’s policing it
PARENTS are to blame.

Children are to blame.
Government, as usual, is
to blame. The perpetra-

tors, of course, are to blame.
Last week, a man called Matthew

Horan was convicted of a variety of
sex crimes, involving the use of
technology, to prey on children. I’m
not going to go into the stomach-
turning details of what he did, but
he destroyed lives.

The case has provoked uproar,
and endless debates on radio,
television, and elsewhere, about
how can we keep our children safe.
The most popular answers appear
to be that it’s down to parents and
to children.

Parents should be better edu-
cated about the dangers of the in-
ternet, it seems. No responsible
parent should allow their child to
have a smartphone before the age
of 14, or 16, or whatever you think
best yourself. Every child must be
taught that these things are dan-
gerous, and that they have to be
proactive in protecting themselves
from harm. (I actually heard an ex-
pert urging children to be pro-ac-
tive.) There’s legitimacy in all of
this; of course there is. The internet
is a wonderful place and a danger-
ous place. Social media is liberating
and isolating. I don’t know the right
age to give a young person a smart
phone, or access to the internet on a
computer at home. But a piece of kit
like a smartphone has to be accom-
panied by an agreement between a
child and his or her parent that
both (parent and child) can have
equal access to the phone.

And I know, from experience,
that parents take this seriously.
One of the most in-demand things
we do in Barnardos is a series of
workshops around the country on
internet safety and cyberbullying.
The workshops are tailored to the
needs of primary and secondary
school students, parents, and
teachers, and they’re always fully
attended.

So when I hear all this blaming of
parents and young people, I
wonder. Of course, we all have to be
more careful. But there was one
missing ingredient from the blame
debate of the last week or so. No-
body got around to mentioning the
multibillion-euro industry behind
all this, and whether they have any
responsibility.

The minister responsible for the
industry, Denis Naughten, is con-
sidering the introduction of a digi-
tal safety commissioner. He is dis-
cussing, with his colleagues, what
powers and resources it should
have. That’s a couple of years after
the Law Reform Commission called
for the creation of such an office,
and even published a draft bill
showing how it could be done.

But it’s also a few weeks after his
boss, Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, said
publicly that he’s worried about the
impact such a move might have on
freedom of speech. Just before
Christmas, he told a national news-

paper: “I definitely do think the
tech companies could do more in
this space. What we are asking for
is for tech companies to step up to
the plate and to do a bit more to pro-
tect people.”

But he added that he is nervous
“of anything that involves restric-
tions on freedom of speech or the
Government trying to regulate the
internet”.

The industry must have been
chortling.

For years, they have been hiding
behind a charade of self-regulation
that they don’t even take seriously
themselves.

I’ve written about this before.
The “self-regulation” of the inter-
net is a joke. The voice of the indus-
try is a body called the Irish Inter-
net Service Providers’ Association
(ISPAI for short). Their most recent
views on such topics as the block-
ing of dangerous content, for
instance, can be found in a press
release they issued in 2013, when
they said: “As commercial com-
panies, it is not appropriate that
ISPs should decide what content
the citizens of Ireland should, or
should not, be able to find on the

in terms of global reach. The first
iPhone, for instance, wasn’t intro-
duced until 2007.

But if they haven’t bothered
to update it, the members of
the ISPAI don’t even bother to
observe it. One of the conditions of
membership of the ISPAI is adher-
ence to the code, and one of the con-
ditions of the code is that members
must follow certain “minimum
practices”.

One of these is that all members
of the ISPAI must include, on their
own websites, a link to Hotline.ie —
that’s the website where you can re-
port dangerous content. I check, oc-
casionally, to find out how many
members honour this tiny commit-
ment. The first time I did it, and
wrote about it, only one of their
members had.

I checked again last night. The
ISPAI website records 50 active
members of the Association. 21 of
them — about 40% — carry the hot-
line link on their home pages. A few
have the link buried elsewhere, but
a majority — including most of the
household names — don’t even
bother. And not a single one of
them provides any context or

advice, on their home pages, for
parents who might be trying to buy
something safe, or make something
safe that’s already installed.

AND as for Hotline itself, as
its own annual reports
demonstrate, any success
in having illegal content

removed depends on the person re-
porting the content (let’s say, a
frightened parent) being able to
supply — from the start — a de-
tailed description of the material
and the address at which it is to be
found. Hotline has no investigative
capacity of its own, and that partly
helps to explain why, of the more
than 7,000 reports they got in 2016,
less than 400 were found to be about
illegal content.

There’s a simple lesson here. If
you’re relying on the industry that
provides the platform for all this
damage to protect us — or to guide
us, or to help educate us, or to lead
the way in ensuring that panic but-
tons become a feature of potentially
dangerous places — then forget it.
The ISPAI is a collection of com-
mercial entities, with commercial
imperatives. Anything that gets in
the way of those commercial im-
peratives will be paid lip service to,
and then ignored.

We regulate all sort of things in
Ireland, to ensure public safety and
to mandate minimum standards
and good practice.

This is an area that is regulated
exactly as the wild west used
to be regulated. And, because of
that, it’s just as unsafe. If, as a
society, we want people to believe
that we take the safety of children
seriously, this dangerous nonsense
has to end.

internet. Websites operated by the
adult pornography industry, which
overwhelmingly are located in
other countries, may be accessed
by people choosing to do so in Ire-
land.”

But, alongside that, they operate
a so-called code of practice and
ethics for their members. It was
published in 2002, and they’ve
never seen fit to update it. Social
media didn’t exist in 2002 — indeed,
the internet was still in its infancy,

Fergus
Finlay

Parents should know about their
children’s online activities, but that’s
useless if the internet is not regulated
and monitored.
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Have your say
on this issue at
irishexaminer.com

from their mothers. Surely, the same
people who are shouting now about
these scandals would not want a
mother to intentionally end the life of
her own child? We must all make our
way through the “smoke and mirrors”
on this issue and stand by our unborn
children — who else do they have?

Amanda Gallagher
Ballisodare

Co Sligo

Poll gives hope of
an optimistic future
The Irish Times/MRBI opinion poll (Ja-
nuary 26) showed “a clear majority” in
favour of repealing the Eighth Amend-
ment and backing the introduction of
abortion on request up to 12 weeks in-
stilled me with hope and optimism for
a new Ireland awaiting my return.
As a returning emigrant of childbear-
ing age this referendum is particularly
pertinent to me. I want doctors to feel
the law enables them to protect my life
when I become pregnant, that my life
is worthy and they are not shackled by
restrictive and archaic laws. That my
husband can trust them with my life in
their hands. Let’s become an Ireland
that recognises that women have fun-
damental sexual and reproductive
rights; an Ireland that recognises that
this is a healthcare issue; an Ireland
that does not control women; an Ire-
land that finally may trust women.
Now, that is the Ireland I wish to return
to. Repeal the Eighth.

Gillian Dennehy
Bethnal Green

London
England

Correct content, not
Trump’s grammar
I read an interesting article about a
copy editor who corrects the grammar
in President Trump’s tweets and then
she tweets them back to him. A fun
task but a far more challenging job
would be to fix the content and the
logic so that they were informative and
productive.

Dennis Fitzgerald
Melbourne

Australia

teaching profession graduates of
physics, chemistry, maths and the
other key areas where shortages exist.
The minister of course knows all this
but has thrown out the topic of career
breaks to distract from the real issues
at the heart of the teacher shortages.
Teaching is no longer considered a
good career by graduates. Appli-
cations to second-level teacher
courses dropped by 62% between
2011 and 2017 and this trend has con-
tinued for 2018 applicants.
The reasons for this sharp decline are
easy to understand. In 2011 new en-
trants to teaching were placed on in-
ferior pay scales which were reduced
well beyond the cuts endured by all
public servants. Second-level teach-
ers are now required to complete a
two-year professional masters in edu-
cation at a cost of €10,000-plus. After
graduating, these teachers have little
chance of gaining permanent or
secure employment and suffer the in-
dignity of inferior terms and conditions
compared to their colleagues who en-
tered teaching just a year before them
even though they carry out exactly the
same duties. Newly qualified teachers
are forced to pay into a pension
scheme they are unlikely ever to get a
net benefit from unless they live well
into their nineties.
These are the issues at the heart of the
teacher supply crisis and the minister
should address them immediately.

Kevin P McCarthy
Killarney
Co Kerry

Standing by the
unborn children
I am bewidered at the current push by
politicians and some media to entice
the public to vote to repeal the Eighth
Amendment. They cite past scandals
such as the Kerry Babies and the Mag-
dalene Laundries. We must all wonder
what these scandals have to do with
abortion? What evidence is there that
any of the mothers in the laundries
wanted to abort their children? If any-
thing, we are all upset with such scan-
dals, simply because of the cruelty
shown toward mother and baby. We
are all shaken when we hear that
babies were so cruelly taken after birth

both new entrants to the profession
and in particular, qualified and experi-
enced teachers who have been away
from the classroom for a period and
now wish to return to it. This red tape
also obstructs and discourages teach-
ers who wish to upgrade their existing
teaching qualifications.
To give just one example of this; if one
has been away from teaching for a
while and wishes to return to it, one
needs to re-apply for membership of
the Teaching Council. To be accepted
for membership of the Teaching Coun-
cil, applicants have to submit not just
the final year results from their teach-
ing qualification and other relevant
qualifications, but all of the results for
each individual part of each individual
course in each individual year of these
courses. Not alone that, but appli-
cants have to pay a fee (or fees), in
order to obtain all of that documen-
tation and these fees can amount to a
considerable sum of money.
This insane requirement has no prac-
tical benefit, whatsoever; simply seek-
ing an applicant’s final year results
should be sufficient, in order to verify
their qualifications. This is just one
example of the many silly and un-
necessary bureaucratic barriers that
now litter the path of those of us who
are passionate and committed to
teaching in Ireland, today.

Tim Buckley
White St

Cork

Graduates avoid
teaching profession
The current teacher supply and
recruitment crisis has been coming for
a long time and was not caused by the
3% or so of teachers that avail of
career breaks. Teachers take unpaid
career breaks for a variety of legit-
imate reasons such as caring for
elderly relatives, raising children, and
gaining further qualifications and ex-
perience.
Cutting back on this scheme, as is
suggested by the Minister of Edu-
cation, Richard Bruton, will not solve
the problem of short-term substitution,
where many schools find it impossible
to find cover for teachers at short
notice. Neither is it likely to attract the

Protecting kids
from online abuse
The sentencing of Matthew Horan, the
paedophile who harassed and ex-
ploited young children, will come as a
shock to a lot of parents.
We are living in a world of technology
that is changing at a rate that even
people involved in technology can not
keep up with themselves.
At one level it is alarming and frighten-
ing but part of me feels that we as
adults need to step up to the mark,
embrace the technology, become tot-
ally aware of it and accept our respon-
sibility as parents to protect our
children. Banning smartphones is not
the answer — short term it may be —
but the avalanche of access to the in-
ternet everywhere will augur against
that option.
I take some comfort from the fact that
we are now an educated society.
Since the foundation of the state in
1922, children were abused emotion-
ally, sexually, and physically. It took
almost 80 years for the people of Ire-
land to wake up to that nightmare real-
ity. Access to smartphones is relatively
new yet within that period, we know
children are especially vulnerable to
the openness of modern technology.
As adults, let’s be smart ourselves and
manage the situation. You can’t stop a
tsunami.

Jim Jackman
(Former President National

Parents Council Post Primary)
Castleknock

Dublin

Bureaucratic block
for some teachers
There is a lot of discussion at the mo-
ment with regard to the shortage of
primary and post-primary teachers
and the need to recruit more teachers
and retain qualified and experienced
teachers. Much of this discussion has,
rightly, focused on low pay and the dif-
ficulties teachers face in achieving
permanency, etc.
There is, however, another obstacle in
the path of teachers, and that is the
silly and unnecessary bureaucracy
that now obstructs the progress of

Put humane
foods onto
your weekly
shopping list
The words of the French poet, novel-
ist, and dramatist Victor Hugo —
“There is one thing stronger than all
the armies in the world, and that is an
idea whose time has come” —are not
something you call to mind when
doing the weekly grocery shop.
But the idea of humane eating
has finally arrived in Irish supermar-
kets.
V-shopping sees vegan and vegetar-
ian products becoming mainstream in
our supermarkets. Shoppers can now
find an animal by-product free alter-
native to the animal derived product.
From milk to sausages the number
and variety of humane products is in-
creasing and at a price not too de-
manding on the financial purse.
As ever some vegan/ vegetarian prod-
ucts are overpriced but thankfully
everyday humane food items are at a
budget-friendly prices.
Supporters of violence free food
should support the effort by supermar-
kets to bring humane to the grocery
aisles.
Buying vegan/vegetarian products on
a weekly basis sends out a visible
message that if the supermarkets
stock these products they will be
bought.
Even people who want to try humane
eating one day a week can be an unt-
apped market for the supermarkets in
their constant struggle for market
share.
Getting your nutritional needs satis-
fied by availing of vegan/vegetarian
dishes shows that you reject meat for
what is really is — death warmed up.
Never forget for that trite statement,
farm to fork to exist, a heartbeat must
be stilled.

John Tierney
Waterford Animal Concern

Church Road
Waterford
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The Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists has provided factual medial information on
controversial claims surrounding abortion in incidences of Down syndrome

The Institute of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists has issued
information which it says will
provide “factual background”

to the debate around the proposal to
repeat the Eighth Amendment.

The move comes in the wake of politi-
cians such as Fianna Fáil TD JimO’Cal-
laghan and Independent senator Rónán
Mullen raising concerns that allowing
terminations up to 12 weeks would
increase the rate of abortion among
foetuses with Down syndrome and
other disabilities.

Anti-abortion campaign group Love
Both group has used images of children
with Down syndrome in pamphlets
delivered to people’s homes, leading to
Down Syndrome Ireland and a number
of parents, including former Republic
of Ireland footballer Kevin Kilbane, to
issue statements asking that children
with Down syndrome not be used in the
debate on the repeal of the Eighth
Amendment.

“We are respectfully asking both
sides of the campaign debate, all politi-
cal parties, and any other interested
groups to stop exploiting children and
adultswithDown syndrome to promote
their campaign views,” said Down
Syndrome Ireland.

Institute chair Peter Boylan, former
master of the National Maternity Hos-
pital, claimed there was “a lot of misin-
formation out there, so we felt it was
reasonable to inform the debate”. He
said that while it is not impossible to
diagnose a baby with Down syndrome
12 weeks into a pregnancy, it is very
rare.

The institute is the national profes-
sional and training body for obstetrics
and gynaecology. Members are drawn
from maternity units across the
country.

■When do women in Ireland first book
for antenatal care?
>> Typically when they are between 12
and 20 weeks pregnant.

■What type of antenatal care and
services can they access?
>> During this time, women who are
pregnantwill visit amidwife andhave a
basic scan and blood tests. These tests
are not to screen for abnormalities but,
in very rare cases, abnormalities can
be observed. This is what is offered
through the public health system.
Women who access private healthcare
services can obtain a scan earlier than
12 weeks.

■What screening tests are available
and how can they be accessed?
>> A screening test is different from a
diagnostic test. A screening test (such
as ultrasound) raises the possibility of
anabnormality.Adiagnostic testwould
be subsequently required if necessary.

Much of the recent debate has fo-
cused on Trisomy 21 (Down syndrome),
a chromosomal abnormality. There are
two ways to screen for Trisomy 21.
Firstly, an abdominal or transvaginal
ultrasound is performed tomeasure the
thickness of translucent tissue in the
fetal neck (nuchal translucency) and to
confirm the duration of the pregnancy.
This may be performed from 11 to just
less than 14 weeks. In parallel, a blood

Downs concerns and
claims aremisleading

test between 10 and 13 weeks measures
particular proteins in the mother’s
blood. The combined results of the
blood test and scanwill give assessment
of the degree of risk of a chromosomal
abnormality, (for example 1:600 or a 1 in
600 chance). It is important to state that
this is not a diagnosis.

A second method of screening is a
blood test to analyse free fetal DNA in
themother’s blood stream.This test (for
example, Harmony, Panorama) can be
performed from nine weeks onwards.
These tests cost upwards of €500 and
are not funded by the State, which is

not exist in Ireland.
This stage takes at least three work-

ing days. It should be noted that CVS
has a risk of causing miscarriage in 1%
of procedures and women may or may
not elect to have this test.

It is clear therefore that diagnosis of
chromosomal abnormality, while
technically possible, can rarely or
realistically be achieved before 12
weeks. To suggest, therefore, that
disabilitywill be eliminatedbyenacting
legislation in line with the recommen-
dations of the Oireachtas committee is
misleading.

screening test is either requested by the
woman or is offered to them by their
doctor. Those who avail of private
healthcare can request a screening
test be carried out earlier than 12
weeks, usually after 10 weeks. In either
case the results of these screening tests
are rarely available within 12 weeks.

■ How is a diagnosis made?
>> Diagnosis is made by way of chorion
villous sampling (CVS), where a small
sample is taken from the developing
placenta and is usually analysed in
the UK, as the facilities for this test do

an obvious limiting factor for many
women.Even if organised via the public
system, women still have to pay for it.

There is no facility in Ireland to
analyse the samples so they have to be
sent to the UK or the USA for analysis.
Results are generally available within
two weeks. These tests are not 100%
reliable and so a further, diagnostic,
testmust be performed to confirm or re-
fute the diagnosis.

■ How can women access these
screening tests?
>> In the public health system, a

PeterBoylan, chairmanof the Institute ofObstetricians andGynaecologists and formermaster of theNationalMaternityHospital, has addressed inaccuracies concerningDown syndromeand repeal of the the EighthAmendmentduring
a Joint Committeemeeting on the Eighth Amendment. Picture: Gareth Chaney Collins

“[There is] a lot of
misinformation out
there, so we felt it
was reasonable to
inform the debate

The US must punish
Pakistan for its
duplicity as it claims
to be an ally of
America while
harbouring
terrorists at
the same time, writes
Brahma Chellaney

haven.”
The problem is that Pakistan’s

powerful military, whose generals dic-
tate terms to a largely impotent civilian
government, seems committed to pro-
tecting, and even nurturing, terrorists
on Pakistani soil.

Only those militants who threaten
Pakistan are targeted by the country’s
Inter-Services Intelligence agency.

Far fromholding Pakistan’s generals
accountable for the American blood on
their hands, the US has provided them
large amounts of funding— somuch, in
fact, that Pakistan has been one of
America’s largest aid recipients.

Even when the US found Osama bin
Laden, after a 10-year hunt, holed up in
a compound next to Pakistan’s main
military academy, it did not meaning-
fully alter its carrot-only strategy.

This has enabled the military to
tighten its grip on Pakistan further,
frustrating domestic efforts to bring
about a genuine democratic transition.

Making matters worse, the US has
dissuaded its ally India — a major tar-

US President Donald Trump’s
recent decision to freeze some
$2bn (€1.6bn) in security assist-
ance to Pakistan as punish-

ment for the country’s refusal to crack
down on transnational terrorist groups
is a step in the right direction. Butmore
steps are needed.

The US has plenty of incentive to put
pressure on Pakistan, a country that
has long pretended to be an ally, even as
it continues to aid the militant groups
fighting and killing US soldiers in
neighbouring Afghanistan.

In fact, it is partly because of that aid
that Afghanistan is a failing state, leav-
ing the US mired in the longest war in
its history.

More than 16 years after the US in-
vaded Afghanistan, its capital Kabul
has come under siege, exemplified by
the recent terrorist attack on Kabul’s
Intercontinental Hotel, the suicide
bombing, using an explosives-laden am-
bulance, in the city centre and the at-
tack on a military barracks yesterday
morning.

In recent months, the US has
launched a major air offensive to halt
the rapid advance of the Afghan Tali-
ban. The US has now carried out more
airstrikes since lastAugust than in 2015
and 2016 combined.

Yet neither the air blitz nor the
Trump administration’s deployment of
3,000 additional US troops can reverse
the deteriorating security situation in
Afghanistan.

To achieve that, Pakistan would have
to dismantle the cross-border sanctu-
aries used by the Taliban and its affili-
ate, the Haqqani network, as well as
their command-and-control operations,
which are sited on Pakistani territory.

As the US military commander in Af-
ghanistan, General John Nicholson,
has acknowledged: “It’s very difficult to
succeed on the battlefield when your
enemyenjoys external support and safe

get of Pakistan-supported terrorists —
from imposing any sanctions on the
country.

Instead, US administrations have
pressured India to engage diplomati-
cally with Pakistan, including through
secret meetings between Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s national se-
curity adviser and his Pakistani
counterpart in Bangkok and elsewhere.

This approach has emboldened
Pakistan-based terrorists to carry out
cross-border attacks on targets from
Mumbai to Kashmir. As for the US, the
White House’s new National Security
Strategy confirms that America “con-
tinues to face threats from trans-
national terrorists and militants oper-
ating from within Pakistan.”

This conclusion echoes then-secre-
tary of state Hillary Clinton’s warning
in 2009 that Pakistan “poses a mortal
threat to the security and safety of our
country and the world.”

Against this background, the Trump
administration’s acknowledgement of
US policy failure in Pakistan is good
news.

But history suggests that simply sus-
pending security aid— economic assist-
ance and military training are set to
continue — will not be enough to bring
about meaningful change in Pakistan
(which also counts China and Saudi
Arabia among its benefactors).

One additional step theUS could take
would be to label Pakistan as a state
sponsor of terrorism.

If theUSprefers not to do so, it should
at least strip Pakistan of its status, ac-
quired in 2004, as amajor non-Nato ally,
thereby ending its preferential access to
American weapons and technologies.

Moreover, the US should impose tar-
geted sanctions, including asset freezes
on senior military officers who main-
tain particularly close ties to terrorists.
With the children of many Pakistani
military officers living in the US, it

Bosch Academy in Berlin, is the author of
nine books, including Asian Juggernaut.
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.

■ BrahmaChellaney, professor of strategic
studies at the New Delhi-based Center for
Policy Research and Fellow at the Robert

would also be worth barring these
families from the country.

Finally, the US should take advan-
tage of its enduring position as Pakis-
tan’s largest export market to tighten
the economic screws on the cash-
strapped country.

Since 2013, Pakistan has attempted to
offset the sharp decline in its foreign-ex-
change reserves by raising billions of
dollars indollar-denominateddebtwith
10-year bonds. Pakistan’s efforts to
stave off default create leverage that the
US should use.

Likewise, Pakistan agreed to priva-
tise 68 state-run companies, in ex-
change for $6.7bn in credit from the
IMF. If the US extended financial and
trade sanctions to multilateral lending,
and suspended supplies of military
spare parts, it would gain another effec-
tive means of bringing Pakistan to heel.

To be sure, Pakistan could respond to
such sanctions by blocking America’s
overland access to Afghanistan,
thereby increasing the cost of resupply-
ing US forces by up to 50%.

But, as Pakistan learned in 2011-2012,
such a move would hurt its own econ-
omy, especially its military-dominated
trucking industry. Meanwhile, the
added cost to the US would be lower
than America’s military reimburse-
ments to Pakistan in the last year,
which covered, among other things, re-
supply routes and the country’s sup-
posed counterterrorism operations.

If Pakistan abandons its double game
of claiming to be a US ally while har-
bouring terrorists, the US will need to
stop rewarding it for offering, as Trump
put it, “nothing but lies and deceit.”

More than that, the US will need to
punish Pakistan for its duplicity. And
US policymakers must act soon, or
an increasingly fragile Pakistan could
well be transformed from a state spon-
sor of terrorism into a state sponsored
by terrorists.

Further problems ahead if US can’t alter Pakistan’s behaviour
Recent wave of attacks in Afghanistan
A raid on a military academy in Kabul that killed 11 soldiers is the
fourth major attack in a surge of violence over the past nine days

Sources: Long War Journal, AP © GRAPHIC NEWS

Militants claiming
allegiance to
so-called Islamic
State (IS) operate
in mountains in
Nangarhar province

Jan 29, 2018: Militants attack
army base near military academy
in Kabul, killing at least 11 soldiers
and wounding 16. IS claims
responsibility'
Jan 27: Taliban attacker drives

ambulance filled with explosives into
heart of Kabul, killing at least 103
people and wounding as many as 235

Jan 23: IS militants storm office
of Save the Children aid agency in
Jalalabad, killing three staff members
and at least two other people
Jan 20: Taliban militants storm

Intercontinental Hotel in Kabul,
killing 22 people including
14 foreigners, and battling
security forces in 13-hour siege
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The
Tuesday

poem
Dodo

It’s true, you can be too much a dreamer
to survive. Always, as in paradise, your companions
were exclusively friendly life forms. Well — until we arrived.
God gave us anger, this overwhelming emotion
without purpose or benefits, and appetite. You, Dodo,
then quickly disappeared, into this other world,
Alice tried forever, to learn Wonderland games
from you. But that is not enough for us, we want
you back again. Cute, naive, with your faithful nostrils
to the ground.
We think of you as a harmless comrade
for our children. Believe me: we are almost there.
Dodo, you will be born again as in the day
the sunlight. I promise you:
You will be among the first ones we recreate.

By Silke Scheuermann

■ One of Germany’s
leading young poets,
Silke Scheuermann
will perform at the
www.corkpoetry-
fest.net next month.

(translated from the German by Patrick Cotter)

Barry Keoghan led the Irish charge at the prestigious film festival in Utah, writes Helen Barlow

Six things we learned at Sundance

1
Barry is brilliant
Barry Keoghan was one of the
first Irish success stories of the
festival with American Animals,
the gripping real life tale of a

group of Kentucky university
students who were ill prepared for
the robbery they devised in 2004.
With Keoghan singled out for praise
as being “ever-more intriguing” by
Variety, he plays Spencer Reinhard,
who with his best friend Warren
Lipka (Evan Peters) set out to rob the
special collections library, which
notably includes original editions of
John James Audubon’s extraordi-
nary Birds of America as well as a
unique Darwin volume.

How on earth were they going to
offload them, you may ask? The
clever idea here was how director
Bart Layton interweaves interviews
with the real men with the actors
who play them.

2
Gabriel Byrne twists
and turns
Likewise there are twists and
turns in Hereditary, Ari Aster’s
debut feature which screened

in the scarier Midnight section and
surprisingly went away empty-
handed in the awards. Gabriel Byrne
plays the husband of Toni Collette
who was singled out for praise in this
story of a woman dealing with the
death of her distant mother. As it
happens there are skeletons rattling
around in the family closet.

Neither actor made it to Utah but
Collette told Yahoo movies that the
role was intense.

“I think if I’d really contemplated it
any more before I started, I might
have just run the other way… But in
a perverse way it was really satisfy-
ing, even though it was like twisting
myself inside out.”

3
Chris O’Dowd is
back on form
On a lighter note Chris O’Dowd
appears in the Nick Hornby
adaptation, the romantic

comedy Juliet, Naked directed by
Jesse Peretz (Our Idiot Brothers,
Girls). “O’Dowd, playing down his
cheekiness, is better than he’s been
in any movie since Bridesmaids,”
says Variety.

The Irish actor plays Duncan, who
incredulously is neglecting his long-
suffering girlfriend, Annie, played by
the gorgeous Rose Byrne.

“He’s one of those men who I guess
has arrested development,” O’Dowd
quips. Duncan is an obsessive fan of
Tucker Crowe (Ethan Hawke) a
musician who disappeared from
sight.

After Annie criticises Tucker’s
music online she eventually gets to
meet the man himself and they find
they have much in common.

4
Salem stories can
still scare
The biggest sale of the festival
($10 million) was for a film
in the Midnight section,

Assassination Nation, directed by
Sam Levinson, son of Barry.

Placing the Salem witch hunts in a
contemporary setting, the story has
the quiet Massachusetts town losing
its mind after a monstrous hack,
where the sexual proclivities of its in-
habitants are revealed.

A gang of vigilantes take matters
into their own hands but the girls
they accuse stand up to them. Indie-
wire calls it “A deranged teen-
revenge movie for the #MeToo age”.
It’s certainly thought-provoking—
and a little scary.

5
Netflix makes its mark
Netflix had a slew of entries at
the festival including A Futile
and Stupid Gesture, and
Domhnall Gleeson was on hand

to promote the movie, which started
streaming on Friday for subscribers
in Ireland.

Critics called the Irish actor
incredibly versatile given his wide
array of roles of late, and they are not
wrong.

The film is a tribute to the late
National Lampoon co-founder Doug
Kenney (Will Forte) and Gleeson
plays Henry Beard, his buddy at
Harvard where it all began.

“The history of National Lampoon
didn’t mean anything to me really be-
cause Monty Python would have been
more the thing when I was growing
up,” Gleeson told me in Sundance.

“I kind of skipped the Saturday
Night Live thing and went straight to
Jim Carrey and Will Ferrell and
people like that, so I was not aware as
much of the National Lampoon or
Animal House — even though the
comedians I love were influenced by
them.

“So it was nice to see they were the
inspiration that led to all these
amazing things and now I love it.”

6
Tale of gay conversion
wins big
The all-important Grand Jury
Prize for best US feature film
went to The Miseducation of

Cameron Post about a teenage girl
who is sent to a gay conversion
centre.

“We want to dedicate this award to
the LGBTQ survivors of sexual con-
versation therapy,” said the film’s
star Chloe Grace Moretz in accepting
the win for the film which is based
on 2012 novel by Emily M Danforth.

Derek Doneen’s Kailash, about
2014 Nobel Prize winner Kailash
Satyarth’s fight to end child
slavery in India, was named the
US Documentary Grand Jury prize-
winner.

From left, Barry Keoghan and his girl-
friend Shona Guerin at Sundance; Chris
O’Dowd; a scene from US feature winner
The Miseducation of Cameron Post.

Bearing witness through art

One of Brian Maguire’s paintings of Alep-
po, currently on display at IMMA.

T
HE ever-increasing complexity
of the Syrian war, and the
difficulty this presented for
news reporting, was crystal-
lised during the Syrian army’s

final assault on east Aleppo, between
late 2015 and early 2016, which ended
with Damascus reestablishing
control and tens of thousands of
people being evacuated, mostly to
areas held by the Assad regime.

The Syrian war has been the
YouTube war. And thanks to this,
Western viewers saw a steady feed of
compelling first-hand reports of
people inside the besieged enclaves of
Aleppo — places too dangerous for
Western journalists to go.

What was seen was not untrue —
people were killed, people went hun-
gry, the sick lacked medicine, bombs
were dropped without discrimi-
nation on residential buildings. But it
was inevitably a selective view. It hid
the intractable tragedy of this war for
Syrians — that there are no good
choices, few if any good actors.

It was into this complex territory
that the artist Brian Maguire went,
both physically and metaphorically,
for War Changes Its Address, his
series of paintings based on his visit
to Aleppo last spring.

The paintings are a first-hand
account of the devastation of war.
They are, in that sense, mute
witnesses to atrocity. Being in a room
with one of his large canvasses is an
invitation to see another dimension
in what has become a sadly familiar
landscape of urban destruction.

Seeing these shells of buildings
reimagined as art, outside of the
context of daily news bulletins, is to
reconsider them, to empathise, to
imaginatively engaged with a scale
of the loss that sometimes is easier
to ignore.

Of course, you can’t escape the
complexity of Syria easily, as
Maguire found out amid criticism of
statements he made in the run-up to
this and a previous show, where he
criticised Western media coverage,
or quoted people he’d met and the dif-
ficult truths they had told him.

As we meet at IMMA, on the eve of
the show’s opening, there is some-
thing of a controversy is brewing.
The Wicklow-born artist would later
release a statement affirming he is
“not a propagandist”, and that these
“paintings are in now way political or
partisan but demonstrate the after-
math and futility of war and the
destruction of civil society”.

CAUTIOUS APPROACH

For now, he appears careful and
somewhat cautious. I mention to him
his quoting of a young female student
who had told him: “The Syrian Army
saved us.”

“I may not have been as clear as I
should have been,” he says, “but this
is the truth. It’s what I heard… but
it’s a bit of a rough f**king truth for
someone who has fled Assad, maybe
is living here, God knows if they have
a job or not, or what is being done for
them. For that person to read that,
out of context, is provocative. When I
said it, I wasn’t thinking of that per-
son. Maybe I should not have said it,
but it did happen. She was real. She
was a young master’s student.”

He reflects on the point for a while
as he walks through the gallery’s
rooms. He then continues: “I heard
someone tell me something she heard
in Lebanon and I’m beginning to see
the wisdom of it. ‘In Lebanon,’ she
said, ‘someone would tell you a story
on Monday and it’s true. They would
come along on Tuesday and tell you
the opposite, and it’s also true. That’s
the problem. There is no fixed truth.

“So what do you do? I went and
looked at the result of the battle. And
here it is. I’m hoping it will focus
people’s mind on what aerial
bombardment and tunnel bombs do.
I’m not trying to change the world,
I’m just trying to see it.”

Maguire’s urge to artistically bear
witness has taken him far and wide:

to the violent Mexican city of Ciudad
Juarez, the favelas of Brazil, to South
Sudan, into jails in several countries,
including Ireland, where he painted
portraits of loyalist and republican
prisoners.

“I know sectarian conflict,” he
says, “the complete tragedy of that,
how the local conditions determine
what young men will do. I’ve been
around conflict. I’m not saying I’m an
expert on anything, other than

northern Europe paid attention to
something that was happening in the
Middle East, and recorded that, not as
propaganda, or political work, but as
artwork.

“You have a professional life and
you have a life as a citizen,” he adds.
“No doctor brings his politics into his
treatment room. So all I’m asking is
you give me the same space. I’ve al-
ways left my politics outside prisons.
How else could you work with the
UDA, the UVF and they shooting each
other in that feud in 99? I was trusted
by both sides.”

In Mexico he worked with the
women victims of violence, but still
did a workshop in the local prison.

“I don’t know if it’s compartmen-
talisation or whatever. But my
personal experiences are hostages to
fortune. I know that.”

The Aleppo show opened on Friday
to a packed gallery. A man was seen
crying before the largest of the paint-
ings. A sad sight, but one that attests
to the success of Maguire’s work.

■ Brian Maguire, War Changes Its
Address: The Aleppo Paintings is at
Imma in Dublin until May 6

painting, but I know that when you
make a portrait of somebody you
show respect for them. When you
make a portrait of a city, you show re-
spect for a city. These paintings are
acts of respect, they are not deter-
mining why it happened. I’m not
qualified to determine how or why it
happened. This is very difficult terri-
tory. It’s easy for me to say media
gives a false view, but it’s not my job
to do that. There are enough journal-
ists around.”

ARTIST’S IMPRESSION
So what does a painter bring, if we
allow Maguire simply to speak from
that position?

“You can’t make images with digi-
tal information. I have to physically
go and talk to people, be in the space,
wherever that is, be it South Sudan,
Juarez, Syria… It is necessary to go
there. I wanted to make something
that would show the destruction, but
which would also be very beautiful
and which will hopefully last.

“The work might last for the next
generation, but that is for the next
generation to decide. If these pictures
survive, it says someone here in

‘I know sectarian
conflict, the
complete tragedy
of that, how the
local conditions
determine what
young men will do

Brian Maguire
returned from
Aleppo intent on
painting the
reality of what
he’d seen in the
Syrian city, writes
Alan O’Riordan

Brian Maguire, artist.

S P O N S O R E D B Y 

ARTS
www.irishexaminer.com Edited by Des O’Driscoll @desodr1
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My war on drugs
games and being one of the gang. It
was a big change and a big relief for
me.

My mother worked as a cleaner in
St James’s Hospital where she took a
lot of pride in her work. Because she
worked there, she needed my help to
take care of my brothers and sisters.
We made a great team for many
years. However, the responsibility of
all of that definitely took its toll on
my mental development. As a teen-
ager, I began drifting away from my
mother. I began to rebel, and to be
honest I wanted to be miles away
from Fatima Mansions.

The only problem was, I didn’t

know how to get away.
I do remember my dreams though;

I remember them so vividly. They
were to go to college, to learn how to
write, to learn about music and art,
and all of those things. But my self-
esteem was very low by then and
these dreams of mine were not seen
as reality; they certainly wouldn’t
put food on the table — or at least so I
believed at the time.

Fast-forward to the early 1990s,
and the explosion of Dublin’s inner-
city heroin epidemic. By then I was a
young teenager, just 14, and the her-
oin epidemic was escalating. In fact,
it was fast running out of control in

deprived communities like Fatima.
The Concerned Parents Against
Drugs Movement (CPAD) took hold.
Inner-city parents became active in
trying to prevent drug-dealing in
their communities. It was a frighten-
ing time for drug users and small-
time dealers. Regular beatings
occurred of drug addicts who sold
drugs to support their habit, but who
were far removed from the kingpins
making millions off the misery of
Fatima’s children.

School ended for me when I was 16.
Just one girl out of my class of 32
children managed to sit her Leaving
Cert. I wanted to stay in school but

communication wasn’t great be-
tween the school and my parents. I
was misbehaving and I got sus-
pended, I guess I fell through the
cracks. After school was gone I got
my first job in a sewing factory. This
certainly wasn’t for me, so I left after
getting sick due to the conditions of
the factory; there was no ventilation
and it was very cramped.

There was a part of me that could
always see injustice around me. I
began to sleep a lot and found my
energy levels where low. I now know
I was crippled with anxiety. My little
brother Marc had died in a drowning
accident when he was only eight and
now I know that I was suffering from
teenage depression partly because of
that. There were other things bring-
ing it on too, a lack of intellectual
stimulation, very little guidance or a
view of a future.

During my late teens, my friends
became very important to me. I spent
a lot of time standing on the stair-
wells of the flats while my friends
smoked cannabis.

‘It’ll get rid of the pain…’

I remember the first time I tasted
heroin — it was called China white.
I was 19. I smoked it after my friend
said, “It will get rid of the pain”. For
me, this meant getting rid of my emo-
tional pain and lack of purpose or joy,
or of any real future.

I vomited the first time I tried her-
oin but after getting sick I felt at ease.
I wasn’t sad or afraid anymore. My
chest rested and I didn’t need to think
of my future — or lack of one. This
dependence on heroin lasted for 10

years, with seven more on
methadone until I tried

committing suicide.
Eventually, I got into a

recovery programme,
beginning with a bed
in a six-week detox
unit at the Cuan
Dara Cherry Or-
chard Hospital in
Ballyfermot. After
that, I went onto
the HSE-run Keltoi

residential rehab
centre in the Phoenix

Park for a cognitive
behavioural therapy

(CBT) programme.
The documentary that

I’ve made with Kim is about the
degradation of deprived commu-
nities and what drug addicts
have suffered because of stigma dur-
ing the Celtic Tiger era. It’s about
how many families buried so many of
their children because of drug addic-
tion.

I hope that communities like mine
will never again suffer State aban-
donment, neglect, and stigmatisation
due to an economic class system that
doesn’t have its origins in Ireland’s
roots. The hope is that this will never
happen again.

I hope the documentary will open
people’s eyes that most, if not all,
of those suffering from the illness of
addiction are most likely suffering
from deeper traumas due to poverty,
inequality, or family-related trau-
mas. I really believe that if you open
up opportunities for equal access of
participation to people across all
demographics this will heal and save
lives. It will be better for all our com-
munities, and better for Ireland.

■ My War On Drugs: True Lives airs on
TV3 on Wednesday, January 31, at 9pm.

I
N JANUARY 2016 I was
approached by a documentary
maker, Kim Bartley from Front-
line Films, after I spoke from the
audience of Claire Byrne Live on

RTÉ One. Kim was interested in mak-
ing a documentary with me. I was
studying print journalism at Bally-
fermot College at the time, and it
sounded like a great opportunity.

I was nervous about sharing my
own story though. As we began to
map out how the documentary would
look and feel, I knew it would mean
revisiting a lot of old memories, a lot
of painful memories. We decided I
would go back to my old community,
speak to people from my past, and try
to build a picture of what I had gone
through during my 17 long years of
heroin and methadone addiction. I
was excited about the project, but my
heart was full of joy and sadness, all
at the same time.

I remember the first few inter-
views we did for the documentary; I
remember I slept a lot in the days
after those interviews due to revisit-
ing my past. But my motivation
to do the documentary was strong.
Having been through what I’d been
through I felt I had a powerful mess-
age to deliver — by sharing my
experience I wanted people to under-
stand that the current perception of
addiction in society is actually har-
ming the person in addiction.

The stigma associated with
addiction prevents people from
reaching out for help. It criminalises
and punishes very vulnerable, very
sick drug addicts. The State is at last
beginning to change its approach to
addiction from a criminal one to a
health-led approach and I want to
highlight what an important shift
this is.

My private prison

I grew up in a deprived inner-city
block of flats known as Fatima Man-
sions during the 1980s and 1990s.
There were eight children in our
family, I am the second oldest. I have
great memories of Fatima. Families
shared what they had and were there
for each other. For me, the sound-
track from that time is lots of
children playing with each other, the
sound you’d hear passing a national
school at lunchtime. There was lots
of laughing and crying, especially
between the women. Laughter was
regarded as very important, as it was
a way of dealing with and accepting
what couldn’t be changed, but it was
also a sign of strength. Most of all, I
remember that I was loved by every-
body who lived there.

There were about 500 families who
lived in Fatima Mansions during the
1980s. It was a vivacious, vibrant
community. However, the drug epi-
demic was on the rise during that
time. I witnessed very little drug tak-
ing during my childhood other then
people smoking hash at the pram —
sheds (as they were called back then).
I was an ill child growing up.

I had a congenital heart defect, and
physically, I was weak. Because of
that I was very protected and I could
only play where my mother could see
me, and that was mostly on the step
of our own front door. I found it diffi-
cult at times to keep up with the other
children from the flats, running
around, playing or skipping. Event-
ually, when I was 10, I received much
needed and long-awaited open-heart
surgery, which finally allowed me to
be a normal child and run around
with the others, joining in all the

‘I remember the
first time I tasted
heroin... I
smoked it after
my friend said,
‘It will get rid of
the pain’

A new documentary looks at the degradation of deprived communities
and what drug addicts have suffered because of stigma during the Celtic Tiger era.

It’s about how many families buried so many of their children because of
drug addiction, writes Ann Buckley

A scene from the TV3 documentary
‘My War on Drugs’: Ann Buckley
chats with Dawn Russell from the
Ana Liffey drugs project.

K
EN HUGHES is an expert in
marketing to shoppers and the
customer experience and he
believes Irish consumers
could make major savings on

their weekly grocery shop with a
little effort. Normally focused on
maximising how people shop, he is
currently working with SuperValu to
educate shoppers: “Usually I work on
the other side of the equation. As a
shopping psychologist I design stores
and brands to make people buy more,
so SuperValu have brought me on
board to do the opposite.”

In bad news for shoppers who like
to wing it, Mr Hughes said: “The
worst thing you can do is arrive at a
supermarket without a plan.

“Only buying what you need
sounds so simple but the majority of
shoppers don’t check their fridge and
freezer, their presses, they don’t ac-
tually have a plan of what they are
going to cook for the week,” he said.
“Then when you walk into the store
environment you tend to walk up and
down the aisle and grab the things
you always grab, you tend to over-
buy. Even with this tip alone, you
could probably save 15% to 20%.”

Checking what you already have is
a good start but sitting down with a

list of the special offers available that
week and making a meal plan around
them will take savings to the next
level.

“It depends on how regimental you
want to get as a consumer. You can
take stock of your food at home, check
the promotional leaflet for the meat
and veg offers and decide, based on
the offers, what you are going to make
for the week. Then you only buy the
bits that you need. It can be very pro-
ductive.”

Mr Hughes also believes that when
it comes to grocery shopping, it is best
to ignore the consumer finance man-
tra “shop around”.

“There is a myth that if you shop
around you get better value — you
hear it a lot about insurance and util-
ities,” he said. “It does make sense if
price is the only issue, but psychologi-
cally you buy more when you visit
stores more, because every time you
go into a new store you are tempted by
something new at some point.

“If you are jumping into a couple of
stores, a bit here and a basket there,
basically you are exposing yourself to
temptation more regularly. We are
only human so every time you go, you
might be a bit hungry, or you might
have the kids with you one day, there

are going to be purchases that you
didn’t necessarily need.”

Instead, he favours the tradition of
the big weekly shop. His next tip is to
actually have a budget, something he
believes the majority of people claim
to have but actually do not.

“They have an idea of what they
should be spending but a budget is
something that you won’t go over.
You wouldn’t let a builder doing an
extension in your house work away
and spend whatever — it should be
the same with the food budget. If you
want to save say €2,000 on your
budget this year, for whatever rea-
son, you need to be a bit more regi-
mental.”

He suggests leaving the cards at
home and bring only the cash you
have budgeted to the supermarket.
The possibility of having to return
something because you do not have
enough when you reach the till will
force you to keep track of prices.
Make sure to include treats, having a
budget does not mean no indul-
gences, it means allowing for them in
the plan.

“Another thing to think about is
own brand,” he said. “We have a cul-
ture of thinking of own-brand as
cheap and nasty but those days are so
far behind us now. In SuperValu
some of the range have won Blas na
hÉireann awards. The own-brand
can be as good or better than the
branded alternative.”

If you find sticking to your list dif-
ficult, or have to shop with the kids
who push for impulse purchases, he
also recommends shopping online.

SuperValu has announced its new
lower prices initiative ‘Make Sav-
ings’ which sees prices drop on
hundreds of own brand products. Mr
Hughes suggests shoppers can keep
an eye out for green and yellow
stickers in store: “It all adds up fast,
switching products could save you up
to €40 on a full trolley shop.”

Sensible shopping
can save you up
to €2,000 a year

MAKING ¢ENTS

■ If there are any consumer issues
that you’d like Gráinne to address or
if you have problems that Gráinne
could help with, she can be contacted
at makingcents@examiner.ie

DEAL OF THE WEEK
In addition to their ‘Make Sav-
ings’ initiative, SuperValu is
working to improve their cus-
tomer rewards programme by
making it possible to collect
points with a growing list of
partners.

Regular shoppers collect
points at the till using the Real
Rewards programme but can
also be rewarded when shop-
ping online, using their credit
card and paying utility bills.

Electric Ireland and Eir are
both affiliated with SuperValu,
so if you link your account you
can earn extra points when
paying for your phone, inter-
net, electricity or gas.

Holiday-makers can earn
extra points if they fly with Aer
L ing us or  us e Su p er valu’s
Getaway Breaks and also if
t h e y bo  ok  th  ro  ug  h bo  ok  -
i n g . c o m ,  Ex  pe  d i a  o r  ho  -
tels.com.

Points can also be collected
when shopping online with a
r a n g e  o f  mo  re  th  an  13  0
b r a n d s ,  in  c l ud  in  g De  be  n- 
hams, Apple, Eason, Expedia,
Groupon and Currys.

G e t   fu l l   d e t a i l s  a t  
www.supervalu.ie/rewards.

Consumer advice with Gráinne McGuinness
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Strong rise in
annual retail sales
CSO figures showing retail
sales, excluding the motor
trade, last month climbed 7.6%
from December 2016, marked
a continuing “strong perform-
ance”, said Seamus Coffey, the
economist who heads the Irish
Fiscal Advisory Council.
The figures showed household
equipment and books, news-
papers, and stationery posted
the largest increases from a
year earlier.

‘Real’ fears over
Irish pharma
Fears over US tax cuts by phar-
ma giants in Ireland are “real”
but may yet “be much less dra-
matic than companies might
expect”, according to Jean Del-
aney at PwC Ireland’s Pharma
Life Sciences. “As a gateway to
the EU with access to over
500m consumers, Ireland,
having the highest performing
eurozone economy through to
20241 combined with a 12.5%
corporate tax rate and a tax re-
gime that rewards investment
in R&D and intellectual proper-
ty, remains a very attractive
location in which to invest.”

Dealz owner in
major cash boost
Austrian furniture retailer Kika-
Leiner has secured enough
cash to see it through this year,
a positive step in its owner
Steinhoff’s efforts to overcome
financial troubles. Steinhoff,
which owns more than 40 retail
brands including Poundland in
Britain and Dealz in Ireland, re-
vealed accounting irregularities
last month, sparking an 85%
share price fall that wiped over
$10bn (€8bn) off its market
value. It has since been scram-
bling to sell assets and find
short-term funds to avoid parts
of its business pulling down the
sprawling retail empire.

Credit cards fuel UK
bank concerns
Britain’s banks are booking
future credit card income long
before it materialises, promp-
ting concerns about the ac-
counting practice among regu-
lators, investors and analysts.
Riskier products such as credit
cards have become more
popular among banks in
search of higher returns in re-
cent years. In the first nine
months of 2017, cards brought
in £1.5bn (€1.7bn) in income
for Barclays alone. But how
banks account for interest
earned on zero percent bal-
ance cards, which attract con-
sumers with sometimes long
initial interest-free periods, is
worrying some. Britain’s
Prudential Regulation Authority
warned that if banks are
wrong about how customers
will behave it could hit their
capital.

Irish gin exports
expected to grow
Exports of Irish-made gin are
expected to rise significantly
this year, according to the
Alcohol Beverage Federation
of Ireland (ABFI). It also
expects Irish whiskey produc-
tion to be double what it was in
2015 by 2020. This growth will
also boost drinks-related tour-
ism to Ireland and result in
greater demand for agri inputs,
the ABFI said. However, it
warned while there are strong
prospects for the Irish drinks in-
dustry, the public health alco-
hol bill could hinder growth.

Medtech firm in
appointment coup
Irish medical technology
company Neuromod Devices
— which specialises in
non-invasive nerve stimulation
technologies — has appointed
Hubert Lim, a world-renowned
scientist and thought leader in
auditory neuroscience,
neuroplasticity and neuromos-
timulation, as chief scientific of-
ficer. Dr Lim is a widely-pub-
lished leader in the neural
engineering field, and has
been at the forefront of the
development and translation of
brain-machine interfaces
from scientific concept into
clinical application.

BWG to supply Gala for first time
that BWG had “weathered
deflationary pressures with
solid operating profit growth
a n d ma  rk  et  sh  ar  e  g a  in  s
a c r o s s  mo  st  of  it  s  re  ta  i l 
brands”, including Spar, XL
and, Londis. It said at the
time that BWG had access to
€60m in loans and overdraft
facilities.

A c c o r d i n g  to  K a n t ar 
Worldpanel data, ‘conveni-
ence retail outlets’ such as
Spar and Mace which com-
pete with the big five super-
markets of Dunnes, Super-
Valu, Tesco, Aldi and Lidl
control about 11.5% of the
a n n u a l  €1  0 . 5b  n sp  en  t  on 
groceries in the Republic.

s h a r e s  ar  e  l i  st  ed  on  th  e
Johannesburg stockmarket.
Spar Group Limited also has
Spar retail contracts in Swit-
zerland based in St Gallen,
and in south-west England.
Its shares have risen about
8% in the past year, valuing
t h e  w h  o l e s  a l er  at  o v  e r 
38.76bn rand (€2.62bn).

Minority stakes in BWG,
which has sales of around
€1.4bn, are held by its group
chief executive Leo Craw-
ford; group finance director
John O’Donnell, and group
p r o p e r t y  d  i re  c t  o r  Jo  hn 
Clohisey.

Spar Group Limited said
in financial results last year

Eamon Quinn

Wholesaler BWG which is
best known as the supplier to
Spar, Eurospar, Londis, and
other independent stores in
the Republic says it plans to
buy rival 4 Aces Wholesale.

The Midlands supplier has
contracts with a significant
number of small retail out-
lets, including around 35 of
the 220 Gala stores.

The deal will require the
approval of the Competition
and Consumer Protection
C o m m i s s i o n .  It  in  cl  ud  es 
4  Ac  es  ’  ma  in  40  ,0  00  sq  ft 
warehouse in Portlaoise, Co
Laois, and wholesale oper-

ations in Navan, Co Meath,
and Clonmel, Co Tipperary.

T h e si  gn  if  ic  an  ce  of  th  e
transaction is that BWG for
the first time will become a
supplier to some of the Gala
wholesale network, covering
stores in nine counties from
Monaghan to Tipperary.

4 Aces, which is owned by
L i a m Li  nd  en  an  d Pa  sc  al 
O’Brien, had sales of €57.5m
i n  20  16  an  d  em  p  l oy  s  85 
people. They will stay on
with the business which will
still trade under the 4 Aces
and Better Deal names.

BWG said it wasn’t disclos-
ing the purchase price. BWG,
w h i c h  op  er  a t es  f r  om  a

240,000sq ft national distribu-
tion centre in Clondalkin in
west Dublin, which opened
four years ago, and operates
a number of other centres,
said it plans to expand the 4
Aces business.

B W G su  pp  li  es  40  0 Sp  ar 
stores and 50 Eurospar out-
lets, as well as Mace, Londis,
and XL stores. It employs
22,000 people in the Republic.
The Spar wholesale business
supplying 300 stores in the
North is owned separately,
by Henderson Wholesale.

B W G is  80  % ma  jo  ri  ty  -
ow  ne  d  by  S p ar  G r ou  p
Lim i ted which is a So uth
Africa-based wholesaler. Its

Serica
targets
Irish asset
partners
Geoff Percival

British exploration company
S e r i c a En  er  gy  is  ac  ti  ve l y
l o o k i n g fo  r de  ve l o p m e n t
partners to move forward its
Irish assets to the drilling
stages.

The London-based com-
pany’s chief focus is on the
Nor th Sea, where it plans
t w o ma  jo  r  dr  i l  l i  ng  ca  m- 
paigns this year and comple-
tion of three asset acquisi-
tions from BP, which were
agreed in November.

However, it is also work-
ing on developing its non-UK
assets, in Ireland and Nami-
bia. Serica has had a pres-
ence offshore Ireland since
2006. In 2009 the company —
w h i l e  dr  il  l i  ng  fo  r  ga  s  —
made the first oil discovery
off the west coast in 30 years.
While the find was initially
deemed non-commercial, the
company still has hopes for
the discovery at the Bandon
field in the Slyne Basin.

Last year, Serica was also
granted a two-year extension
to find a funding partner for
an exploration well at its two
licences in the Rockall Basin
o f f th  e no  rt  h-  we s t co  as  t. 
I t al  so  wo n an  ad  di  ti  on  al 
licence in the Government’s
2011 Atlantic Margin licen-
sing round.

“We still like these assets
and we still think we have a
good exploration portfolio
[in Ireland] and we want to
take it forward,” said chief
executive Mitch Flegg.

Mr Flegg, the former chief
e x e c u t i ve of  no  w de  fu  nc  t
I r  i s  h -  fo  un  de  d  e x  p l o r er 
Circle Oil, said while there
are signs of recovery and in-
terest in the Irish offshore,
t h e bu  lk  of  Se  ri  ca  ’s  Ir  is  h
licences are categorised as
‘deepwater’ assets, which is
s h o w i n g sl  ow e r in  ve s t o r
interest. However, he said
Serica is actively looking for
partners and is working on
the process even though its
North Sea expansion is tak-
ing centre stage.

group reported a 74% drop in
a n n u a l pr e - t a x pr o f it  s to 
£12.4m, due to restructuring
costs and expenses associ-
ated with its €700m takeover
o f  US  co  mp  an  y  Pe  ac  oc  k
Foods. Operating profit fell
by 43% to £42.7m.

H o w e v e r ,  at  th  e  t i  me  ,
Gr  ee  nc  or  e  bo  ss  Pa  tr  ic  k
Coveney forecast a material
improvement in profitability
this year.

The Peacock addition is
e x p e c t e d to  su  bs  ta  nt  ia  ll  y
drive Greencore’s US rev-
enue growth in the coming
y e a r s , de  sp  it  e th  e lo  ss  of 
o ne  of  it  s tw o St  ar  bu  ck  s
contracts and concern over
the group’s ability to main-
tain others.

UK. The group will now fully
focus its UK growth on the
food-to-go and broader con-
venience sectors.

The sale announcement
came on the eve of Green-
core’s annual shareholders’
meeting — being held this
morning in Dublin — and a
first quarter trading update;
expected to show a solid start
to its latest financial year,
with mid-single digit percen-
tage revenue growth in the
UK and continuing momen-
tum in the US.

A n a l y s t s ex  pe  ct  Gr e e n -
core to generate operating
profits of nearly £170m in the
12 months to the end of Sep-
tember.

I n No  ve m b e r ,  th  e fo  od 

Geoff Percival

G r e e n c o r e sh  ar  es  fe  ll  by
3.25% despite it completing
its exit from the non-core
dessert and cakes business
amid upbeat sentiment sur-
rounding its first trading up-
date of the year, due today.

T h e Ir  is  h co  nv e n i e n c e
food group has sold its re-
maining desserts and cakes
business, based in Hull, to
U K - o w n e d am  bi  en  t  ca  ke 
maker Bright Blue Foods, for
a figure believed to be less
than £10m (€11m).

Greencore beg an its re-
treat from the desserts end of
the food line four years ago
with the £11m sale of its Min-
istry of Cakes business in the

Greencore shares fall 3.2%
despite non-core asset sale

VMware
may
seek to
buy Dell
Molly Schuetz

Shares in computer services
firm VMware — whose main
Irish offices are in Cork —
p l u n g e d ye  st  er  da  y af  te  r
broadcaster CNBC reported
it is considering acquiring
D e l l  Te  ch  no  lo  g i es  in  a
reve r s e me  rg  er  , br  in  gi  ng 
Dell back to markets in what
c o u l d  be  th  e  in  du  s t  ry  ’ s 
biggest deal ever.

V M w a r e ,  w h i c h  w a s
absorbed by Dell in its $67bn
( € 5 3 . 9 b n )  ac  qu  is  i t  io  n  of 
EMC, could now turn around
a n d  b u y  D e l l ,  C N BC 
reported.

I n  a  re  ve  r  s e  me  rg  er  ,
VMware would issue shares
t o De  ll  ’s  pr  iv a t e ow  ne  rs  ,
which could then sell the
stock on the public market,
giving them a way to profit
f r o m ha  v i  ng  ta  ke  n  De  l l 
private in 2013 and to help
pay off some of its $50bn in
debt, CNBC said. Dell, which
owns about 80% of VMware,
is considering various op-
t i o n s ,  in  cl  ud  in  g a pu  bl  ic 
stock offering, sources told
Bloomberg last week.

The company’s board is
meeting later this month to
d i s c u s s th  e op  ti  on  s as  it 
seeks ways to boost revenue
a n d ra  is  e fun ds. VM wa re
d ro p p e d up  to  11  % in  th  e
US, the steepest decline in
two years, after the CNBC
r e p o r t .  De  ll  fo  un  de  r an  d
chief executive Michael Dell
took his company private in
2 0 1 3 , wh  en  he  te  am  ed  up 
with Silver Lake Manage-
ment on a leveraged buyout.

That freed Dell to cut costs
and work to become a bigger
s u p p l i e r  o f   h ar  d w ar e  
and software for corporate
d a t a ce  nt  re  s wi  th  ou  t th  e
quarterly investor scrutiny
t h a t  co  me  s  wi  th  be  in  g  a
public company.

T h r e e ye  ar  s la  te  r,  De  ll 
acquired storage company
EMC and its majority stake
in data-centre software ven-
d o r VM  wa re , ta  ki  ng  on  a
massive debt load to seal the
deal. VMware has a stock-
market value of $55.4bn. At
the end of 2016, an estimated
50 Cork-based jobs were cut
at the then newly merged
company Dell-EMC.

The development was due
to the overlap of job func-
tions brought about by Dell’s
takeover of EMC. Worldwide,
the combination was esti-
mated to cost 2,000 to 3,000
j o b s . Th  e co  mb  in  ed  bu  si  -
nesses employ 5,500 people
h e re . EM  C em  pl  oy  s 3 , 00  0
people in Ovens, Cork, and
Dell has around 2,500 people
across facilities in Limerick,
Cork, and Dublin. EMC has,
for some time, been one of
the bigg est private sector
employers in Munster.

Dell Technologies includes
cybersecurity firm RSA; con-
sultancy Pivotal; hardware
manufacturer Dell; as well as
VMware.
■ Bloomberg and
Irish Examiner staff
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Public relations firm retains high profile Nama work
Gordon Deegan

D u b l i n PR  f i  rm  Go  rd  on  MR  M ha  s
beaten off competition from two other
firms to retain its high profile public re-
lations contract with the Government
agency Nama.

T h e co  mp  an  y al  so  ho  ld  s th  e PR 
c on  tr  ac  t  wi  th  Na  ma  pa  re  nt  ,  th  e
National Treasury Management Agen-
cy.

The new contract was awarded this
month after a tender is for two years,
with an option by Nama to extend for a
further two years.

The lowest offer for the Nama work
wa s €382,5 12 for the fo ur yea rs, or
€85,628 per annum, while the highest
offer was €600,000.

Gordon MRM continues to operate
the NTMA contract.

Government figures show Gordon
MRM received €151,992 in fees, exclud-

The Treasury Building in Dublin where
Nama is based. Picture: Billy Higgins

ing Vat, for its combined work for the
NTMA and Nama in 2016. Those fees
compare with €177,959 paid in 2015. The
firm’s client list includes the Irish Stock
Exchange, Permanent TSB, and the
Irish Medical Organisation.

The firm’s latest accounts show pay
for six staff — including five PR consul-
tants and an administrator — increased
f ro m €7  19  ,5  50  to  €7  71  ,7  69  in  th  e 12 
months to the end of February in 2016.

The €771,769 amount includes pay to
two directors at the firm, including Ray
Gordon, that increased from €425,128 to
€477,497. The service provided by Gor-
don MRM covers the NTMA’s business
areas, including Funding and Debt
Management, Ireland Strategic Invest-
ment Fund, National Development Fi-
nance Agency, State Claims Agency
and NewEra.

Both Nama and Gordon MRM de-
clined to comment yesterday.

Apple to halve iPhone X production target
Apple will halve its iPhone X
p ro d u c t i o n ta  rg  et  fo r th  e
first three months of the year
to around 20 million units,
the Asian Nikkei publishing
company has reported, send-
ing its shares down around
2.6% at one stage in the latest
session.

The report added to grow-
ing concerns around weak
sales of the $999 (€800) phone,
m a k i n g in  ve s t o r s ji  tt  er  y
about the company’s finan-
cial outlook when it reports
f i r s t - q u a r t e r  re  su  l t  s  on 

T h u r s d a y .  Ap  pl  e  sh  ar  es 
fell to their lowest level in
2 0 1 8 ,  kn  oc  ki  ng  of  f  $1  4b  n
(€  11  .2  6b  n)  fr  om  th  e co  m- 
pany’s market value.

“Apple earnings should
h a n d i l y  be  at  De  ce  mb  er 
q ua  r t  er   e x p e c t a t io  n s ,  
but March guidance could
moderately disappoint,” said
UBS analysts.

The production cut was
prompted by slower-than-
expected sales in the holiday
shopping season in Europe,
t h e  US  ,  an  d  Ch  in  a ,  th  e

J a p a n e s e   n e w s p a pe r  
repor ted, without citing a
source. For US and markets
worldwide, a lot is riding on
t h e su  cc  es  s  of  te  ch  co  m- 
panies, which report earn-
ings in the coming days.

T h e  s e c t or  a c c o u n ts 
for more than a fifth of the
S&P 500, meaning that stocks
like Apple, Microsoft, and
Amazon, which are the three
largest holdings, could have
a larger impact on markets
as a whole. At Apple, all eyes
will be on the iPhone and

more specifically, how the
more expensive iPhone X is
faring.

I P h o n e X wa s th  e f i  rs  t
phone to sport a new design
since the launch of iPhone 6
in 2015 and many expected
i t  to  le  ad  to  bl  oc  kb  us  te  r
sales, dubbed by Wall Street
analysts as “supercycle”.

“This was supposed to be
t h e su  pe  rc  yc  le  ye  ar  an  d
if  Ap  pl  e ha  sn  ’t  be  en  ab l e
t o dr  iv e su  bs  ta  nt  ia  l  un  it 
growth this year, then that
makes you little cautious

on future iPhone cycles,”
A t l an t i c Eq  ui t i e s an  al  ys  t
James Cordwell said.

S e v e r a l  an  al  ys  ts  ha  ve 
lowered their estimates for
iPhone X shipments in the
past few weeks, citing the
h i g h pr  ic  e  of  th  e  de  vi  ce 
among other factors, with at
l e a s t  th  re  e do  wn  gr  ad  in  g
their rating on the stock.

Adding to the concerns,
Ve r i z o n Co  mm  un  ic  at i o n s
said last week its post-paid
d e v i c e  ac  t i  va  t  i on  s  we  re 
 low  er  th  an  la  s t  ye  ar  as 

people were keeping phones
longer.

A survey of people plan-
n i n g  to  bu  y  t h  e  iP  ho  ne 
s h o  we  d  th  e  p e  rc  en  t a  g e 
looking to buy the iPhone X
has dropped to 37% from 43%
in an earlier survey, UBS
analysts wrote in a note pub-
lished yesterday. The iPhone
X, which features an edge-
to-edge display and facial-
recognition technology to
unlock the phone, went on
sale in November in the US.

Asian supply chain checks

suggest that iPhone X orders
h a v e  b e  e n  w e a  k e n i n g
recently, with first-quarter
production likely to be about
20 million units, JP Morgan
analyst wrote in a note last
week. Quite a few of Apple’s
i P h o n e  pa  r  t s  su  pp  l i er  s
are based in Asia. Shares of
F o x c o n n ,  on  e of  Ap  pl  e ’ s
main suppliers and formally
known as Hon Hai Precision
Industry Co Ltd, fell 0.7% in
yesterday’s session.

C a n a c c o r d   G e n u i t y  
analysts has lowered its sec-

o n d - q u a r t e r iP  ho  ne  sh  ip  -
me  nt  es  ti  ma  te  s  to  59  .9  m
units from 66m units, citing
its own survey.

“Our survey work indi-
cates iPhone X sales were
strong during the December
q u a r t e r bu  t sa  le  s ap  pe  ar 
slower in January, more in
line with normal seasonal
trends,” they wrote in a note.

Shares of US-listed Apple
suppliers such as Micron
Te c h n o l o g y ed  ge  d lo  we  r
following the Nikkei report.
■ Reuters and Bloomberg

Airline’s new boss takes
gender-related cut in pay

posted their best day’s gains
since early October follow-
ing a trading update.

It said a reduction in ca-
pacity by competitors was
contributing to a positive
t r a d i n g en  vi  ro n m e n t an  d
helping revenues.

Some analysts said, how-
ever, that overcapacity in
European short-haul routes,
a l o n g wi  th  pr  ic  in  g pr e s s -
ures, meant it will remain
tough going for carriers.

Shares in EasyJet have
climbed more than 80% in
the past year. It is valued at
£6.69bn (€7.6bn).

Rival Ryanair shares have
risen 13% in the past year. It
is valued at €19.6bn.

■ Reuters. Additional reporting
by Irish Examiner

£2.1m more than women in
2 0 1 6  — CE  Os  we  re  mo  re 
likely to be called David than
be female.

The aviation industry has
a  pa  r t  i c  u l  ar  i s  su  e  wi  th 
gender equality as a vast ma-
jority of pilots are men.

EasyJet said that, on aver-
age, male employees earned
twice as much as women but
that was driven by the fact
that 94% of its pilots were
men.

It said that pay rates are
the same for men and women
but pilots are paid more than
other roles.

EasyJet said it was aiming
to recruit more women as pi-
lots, with a target that 20% of
new pilots would be female
by 2020.

Last week, EasyJet shares

Alistair Smout

The new chief executive of
EasyJet will take a pay cut to
match the salary of his pre-
decessor, Carolyn McCall,
said the airline, in a bid to
battle against the gender pay
gap.

 B ri t is h  co  mp  an  ie  s  ar  e
under heightened scrutiny
over their pay structures;
the BBC has faced criticism
o v e r  w h  y  i t  p a  y s  so  me 
wo m e n le  ss  th  an  me  n in 
equivalent jobs.

New EasyJet chief execu-
tive Johan Lundgren will re-
duce his salary from £740,000
( € 8 4 2 , 4 1 0 )  to  £7  06  ,0  00  to 
match the pay of Ms McCall,
who became the chief execu-
tive of ITV at the start of this
year.

The rest of his pay package
will also be the same. In his
last job at travel group TUI,
M r L u n d g r en  wa  s  p a  id 
€875,000, according to the
firm’s annual report, and he
said EasyJet was committed
to giving equal pay and op-
p o r t u n i t y to  wo m e n an  d
men.

“I want that to apply to
everybody at EasyJet and to
show my personal commit-
ment I have asked the board
to reduce my pay to match
that of Carolyn’s when she
was at EasyJet,” he said.

Mr Lundgren joined Easy-
Jet in December.

Ms McCall is one of just six
female CEOs among Brit-
ain’s 100 biggest companies.

A report last year by the
H i g h Pa  y Ce  nt  re  an  d th  e
Chartered Institute of Per-
s o n n e l  an  d De  ve l o p m e n t
found that male CEOs in the
Ftse 100 earned an average of

Johan Lundgren: ‘I have asked the board to reduce my pay to match
that of Carolyn’s when she was at EasyJet.’ Picture: EasyJet/PA
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Time to dream

Model Sarah Tansey encourages the public to play EuroMillions before 7:30pm tonight as the jackpot heads towards €100m. The jackpot has been rolling since January 2.
Picture: MacInnes
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Dr Pepper in
€9bn merger deal
US softs drinks maker Dr
Pepper Snapple and K-cup
maker Keurig Green Mountain
said they will combine to create
a firm worth $11bn (€8.85bn)
in annual sales. Dr Pepper
Snapple shareholders will be
paid a special cash dividend of
$103.75 per share and will
retain 13% of the combined
company, which will be called
Keurig Dr Pepper.
The deal is being driven by
Keurig Green Mountain —
known in the US for coffee and
as the 7Up owner — a closely
held company run by JAB, will
own 87% of the new entity.
The deal vaults JAB into com-
petition with the likes of Coca-
Cola and PepsiCo, bringing a
stable of brands that includes
7Up, A&W root beer and Mott’s
apple juice.

Lockheed boost
on US tax cut
The world’s largest arms
contractor Lockheed Martin
expects profit to surge this
year, even if sales don’t, as the
company benefits from US tax
cuts and higher deliveries of its
F-35 Lightning II fighter jet.
Earnings will more than double
to up to $15.50 a share, it said.
Lower US federal levies are
providing a timely boost for
Lockheed as the company
encounters waning demand for
some of its oldest aircraft and
ramps up output of the F-35,
its most advanced jet. The
weapons maker is also poised
to benefit as US president
Donald Trump readies a
proposal for a sharp increase
in defence spending next year.

Google in taxi-app
investment
Google has made its first
ride-hailing investment in Asia
by pumping money into Go-
Jek, as the Indonesian start-up
and deep-pocketed rivals
rapidly expand their app-based
services and digital payments
in southeast Asia. Rivals Grab
and Uber are backed by
Japan’s SoftBank Group,
while Go-Jek has secured
investments from Chinese
technology giants Tencent and
JD.com.

Amazon opens
‘rainforest’ offices
Amazon has opened a rain-
forest-like office space in
Seattle in the US that it hopes
will spark new ideas for
employees. While cities across
north America are seeking to
host Seattle-based Amazon’s
second headquarters, the
world’s largest online retailer
is still expanding its HQ.
Company office towers and
expensive eateries have taken
the place of warehouses and
parking lots in Seattle’s South
Lake Union district.
The Spheres complex, officially
open to workers today, is the
pinnacle of a decade of devel-
opment here. The Spheres’
three glass domes house some
40,000 plants of 400 species.
Amazon, famous for its de-
manding work culture, hopes
the Spheres’ lush environs will
let employees reflect and have
chance encounters, spawning
new products or plans.
The space is more like a green-
house than a typical office.
Instead of enclosed confer-
ence rooms or desks, there are
walkways and unconventional
meeting spaces with chairs.
Amazon has invested $3.7bn
(€2.97bn) on buildings and
infrastructure in Seattle from
2010 to summer 2017, a figure
that has public officials com-
peting for its HQ2 salivating.
Amazon has said it expects to
invest more than $5bn in the
construction of HQ2 and to
create up to 50,000 jobs.
Meanwhile, Amazon UK said it
would open a new so-called
fulfillment centre in Rugby in
central England, increasing its
2,500-strong workforce in the
English Midlands by another
400 people.

GKN in pension
salvo against bid
GKN has issued a salvo against
Melrose’s hostile bid by warn-
ing that raising the company’s
debt ratio could reduce the
strength of its covenants and
therefore increase the cash
needed to fund its pension.
The British engineering group,
traces its roots back to the 18th
century, has been trying to fend
off a £7.49bn (€8.53bn) hostile
bid from Melrose.
GKN said the strength of its
covenant was critical to its
investment strategy and
the amount it paid into its
schemes, and it said it was
assessed at the “high end of
good” during its last triennial
valuation.
It said Melrose had stated it
would increase GKN’s leverage
to 2.5 times core earnings,
materially higher than the
leverage level of 0.6 times in
mid-2017.
“This may have implications
for the covenant strength of
the company, the level of the
technical provisions deficit
and therefore the level of
immediate and/or long-term
cash funding requirements,”
GKN said.

Farming world Ray Ryan
IFA: ‘Crunch time’ for
Mercosur trade talks

set to star t in March, the
negotiations are ru nning
out of time. Mr Healy said
Brazilian beef is not sustain-
able in terms of its failure to
meet EU standards on the
key issues of traceability,
food safety, animal welfare
and the environment.

With Brexit threatening
over half of Ireland’s export
market for beef to the UK, he
said it is “lunacy” for the EU
to consider a deal which will
i n v o l v e in  cr  ea  se  d  b e e f
i m p o r t s in  to  t h e s  in  g l e
market at this time.

T h e be  e f a n d  l iv e s t o ck
sector is worth €3bn to the
e c o n o m y an  d  i n v o l v e s
100,000 farmers with 20,000
more people employed in
processing and services.

Cr unch time has ar rived
in the EU-Mercosur trade
n e g o t i a t i o n s , sa  ys  IFA 
president Joe Healy.

H e sa  id  t h a t  E U  tr ad e  
 com  m i  ss i  o n er  C e c i l i a

M a l m s t r o m ha  s  a l r e a d y
conceded too much in giving
away an extra 70,000t of beef
market access.

“Now the Brazilians want
more,” he said, calling on
A g r i c u l t u r e M i n i s t e r
Michael Creed and Agricul-
t u r e C o mm  i s s i on  e r P h il  
 Ho g a  n  to b  l u n  t ly  s  a y :  
“Enough is enough.”

Mr Healy was speaking
from Brussels, where the
EU-Mercosur negotiations
resumed yesterday at minis-
terial level. He said with the
Brazilian election campaign

MacSweeney named
Bord Bia chairman

M i c h a e l Cr  ee  d , w h o a  n- 
nounced the appointment,
said Mr MacSweeney has
a we  a l th  o f   kno  w l e d g e 
and experience of the Irish
agri-food sector.

“ D a n ’ s r e pu  t  a t i on  f or 
d e v e l o p i n g a  s u c c e s s f u l
i n t e r n a t i o n a l ag  r i - f oo  d
business, while placing the
p r i m a r y pr o d u c e r at th  e
heart of the business model
is widely recognised,” he
said.

Mr Creed also paid tribute
to outgoing Bord Bia chair-
man Michael Carey, noting
his effective chairing and,
p a r t i c u l a rl y in  r e l a t io n  
t o  t h e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y
agenda and Origin Green
p r o g r a m m e , wh  i c h  “ h a s
delivered tangible results”.

The new chairman of Bord
B i a is  D a n M  ac  Sw e e n e y ,
who recently retired as chief
executive of the Carbery
Group, based at Ballineen in
West Cork.

A UCC food science grad-
uate, he played a key role in
transforming Carbery from
a da  ir  y  b u s i n e s s in  t o an 
international cheese, nutri-
tion and food ingredients
g r o u p w i th  s u b s t a n t i  a l
investments in flavours and
natural extracts.

His appointment as Bord
Bia chairman, for a period
of three years, was made
f o l l o w i n g a  c o m p e t i t i v e
p r o c e s s m a n a g e d b y
the Public Appointments
Service.

A g r i c u l t u r e M i n i s t er 

Research into boosting
of farm standards starts
Developing autonomous systems to ease the
workload on dairy farms is one of the aims
of a newly-announced €2m R&D project.

Behind it are dairy equipment manufac-
turer Dairymaster, IT Tralee, and Lero, the
S c i e n c e Fo  un  da  t i on  I r e la  n d R  es  ea  rc  h
Centre. The project aims to boost farm pro-
ductivity, milk quality and animal health
with the latest technology. Researchers
including PhD students and post-doctoral
scientists and engineers will be involved.

Dairymaster, based in Causeway, Co
Kerry, employs 350 people, has operations
in the UK and the US and exports to 40 coun-
tries in five continents. Its chief executive
E d m o n d Ha  r t y  s a i d th  e  c o m p a n y is 
committed to providing the best possible
technologies to customers.

J o s e p h Wa l s h , he  ad  o f   the  S ch o o l of 
 Sc i en  c e ,  Te ch n o l o g y, En  gi  ne e r i n g an  d

Maths at IT Tralee, said the availability of
skilled labour has been identified as one of
the key challenges to the dairy industry.
Automating intensive processes will be
hugely beneficial to farmers.

Ma rk Fe rg u son , Sc ie n ce Fo u n dat io n
Ireland director general and the Govern-
ment’s chief scientif ic adviser, said the
research will hopefully lead to innovative
products for dairy farmers in Ireland and
globally.

Conor Ryan, researcher at University of
Limerick, said such programmes can help
Ireland become an international centre of
excellence in the use of robotics, internet of
things and data analytics on the fa rm.
Dairymaster sees ar tif icial intelligence
and autonomous systems as being key to the
f u t u re of  d a i r y f  ar  m  p ro f it  ab  il  it  y an  d
sustainability.

Conroy getting closer to unearthing Irish gold hoard
s a i d . Th  e  c o m p a n y is  n o t
actively seeking a develop-
ment partner for the project
b u t w o u l d  w e l c o m e a n 
approach, Mr Conroy said.

Latest figures indicate the
existence of around 517,000
o u n c e s o f g ol  d   re s e r ve s  
in just 20% of the Clontibret
target. On a combined basis,
C o n r o y ’ s C l on  t i b r e t a n d
Clay Lake targets house an

estimated six million ounces
of gold. When Conroy began
exploring at Clontibret there
was only an estimated 4,500
ounces of gold at site.

When Canadian prospec-
t o r Da  lr  ad  ia  n  R e s o u r c e s
is added to the equation, the
e s t i m a t e d a m o u n t o f
r e c o v e r a b l e go  ld  i n  the 
northern half of Ireland rises
to around 10 million ounces.

D a l r a d i a n su  bm  i t te  d  a
planning application to build
a gold mine at its Curraghin-
alt gold deposit in Omagh
last month, with a view to a
25- year lifespan. Dalradian
h a s c l a i me  d  i t s p l an  w il l  
boost the local economy to
the tune of €800m and repre-
s e n t on  e  o f th  e  l a r g e s t
foreign direct investments to
be made in the North.

thousands of euro.
“ B a s e d o n  the   w o rk 

already done, we believe we
h a ve th  e  o p p o r t u n i t y on 
our licence area in Ireland to
develop a worldclass mining
project. The focus will be on
Clontibret initially as we
look to bring in the first gold
mine on our property into
production at the earliest
o p p o r t u n i t y , ” Mr  C o nr o y

Armagh] target,” said chief
executive Richard Conroy.

The mining firm will now
immediately ramp-up work
at Clontibret by starting a
considerable drilling pro-
g r a m m e , se  t  t o t a k e up  
much of this year, and to
f i r m u p t he  q u a n t i t y  a n d
quality of the gold at the site.

T h a t w o rk   is  l i ke  ly t o  
  cost “  s e v e r a l   h u n d re  d” 

since the 1990s, is to acceler-
ate work at the site following
the raising of around £1m
(€1.1m) from a share placing
on London’s AIM market in
December in order to fund
drilling activity.

“We now have the funds in
place to accelerate the work
necessary to enable us devel-
op a mine at our Clontibret/
Clay Lake [in Monaghan/

Geoff Percival

Conroy Gold and Natural
Resources is likely to finally
apply next year for planning
permission for the establish-
ment of the Republic’s first
commercial gold mine.

The Dublin-based prospec-
tor, which has been eyeing a
c o m m e r c i a l g o l d m in  e  in  
Clontibret, Co Monaghan,

KPMG
audits of
Carillion
probed
Emma Rumney
and Kate Holton
The UK’s Financial Repor-
t i n g C o un  c i l  h a s o p en  ed 
 an  i n  v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  to 
K PM  G ’ s  a u d i t i n g o f t h e
n o w -c  o  l la  p s e  d C  ar  i l l i on 
covering the years 2014 to
2017, the watchdog has said.

C o n s t r u c t i o n an  d  o u t -
s o u r c i n g f i rm  C a r i l l i  on 
collapsed this month after
b a n k s pu  l l e d  t he p  l u  g , 
 r a i s i ng  c on  ce  rn  s   ab o ut 
hospitals, road and other
infrastructure projects in
the UK and school projects in
Ireland, as well as the fate of
hundreds of suppliers.

The council said it would
look at issues such as how
the auditors recognised rev-
enue on significant contracts
and accounted for pensions.
The tr ustee of Carillion’s
pension scheme said it may
have a deficit of about £990m
(€1.13bn).

“The Financial Reporting
Council is progressing with
urg ent enquiries into the
c o n d u c t o f p r o fe  s s io  n al  
accountants within Caril-
lion,” the council said.

The UK’s Department for
Business, Energy and Indus-
t r i a l S t ra  te  gy  h a d a  sk  ed 
the council to examine the
preparation of Carillion’s
accounts past and present,
a s we l l as  t h e c  om  pa  ny  ’s 
auditors.

The fall of Carillion has
forced the UK government to
guarantee public services
ranging from school meals to
road works provided by the
company.

The investigation will be
conducted as quickly and
thoroughly as possible, the
council said.

It said it would be done
in co - o rdin atio n wi th th e
Financial Conduct Author-
ity, Insolvency Service and
The Pensions Regulator, all
of which are investigating
the UK’s biggest corporate
failure in a decade.

A KPMG spokesman said
t h e f i rm  b e  lie v e d th  a t it  
conducted Carillion’s audit
appropriately and respon-
sibly, and would co-operate
f u l l y w i th  t h e c  ou  nc  i l ’s 
investigation.

“ T r a n s p a r e n c y a n d
accountability are vital in
b u i l d i n g pu  b l i c  tru  st  i n
audit,” the spokesman said.

“We believe it is important
that regulators acting in the
public interest review the
audit work related to high-
profile cases such as Caril-
lion,” he said. Carillion’s
collapse followed three profit
warnings in 2017.

Meanwhile, John Laing
Infrastructure Fund one of
Europe’s largest listed inves-
tors in public infrastructure
projects, said it was working
to replace Carillion as facil-
ities management provider
on nine projects.

There would be minimal
s e r v i c e d i sr  up  t i on  ,  w i t h
a d v i s o r y an  d  t r a n s a c t i o n
costs related to the appoint-
ment of replacement facil-
ities managers to cost about
£3m, the fund said.
■ Reuters

London (FTSE 100) Paris (CAC 40) Frankfurt (Dax) New York (Dow Jones) New York (Nasdaq) Hong Kong (Hang Seng) Gold Platinum Brent Crude

+5.99 7,671.53 -7.56 5,521.59 -15.69 13,324.48 -177.23 26,439.48 -39.27 7,466.51 -2.54 23,629.34 -187.23 32,966.89 -12.70 1,344.50 -5.13 1,006.52 -1.15 69.37

Tokyo (Nikkei 225)

Analysis

Euro’s
rise hits
inflation
target
Oliver Mangan

Currency moves are a fresh
headache for the ECB in its
attempts to meet its 2% in-
flation target.

The euro’s sharp appreci-
ation against the dollar, over
the past year, makes it more
difficult to get inflation in the
eurozone back up to 2%, as it
is putting downward press-
ure on import prices.

Underlying inflation in the
e u ro z o n e is  1%  . T  he  EC  B
b e l ie v e s th  a t t h i s  m e a ns 
there is a need for a continu-
ing, accommodative monet-
a r y po  l i cy  ,  d e s p i t e th  e
marked pick-up in economic
activity in the eurozone.

At last week’s meeting of
the ECB Governing Council,
n o ch a n g es we re ma  de to 
monetary policy. The key de-
posit rate was left at –0.4%,
with the refi rate kept at 0%.
Asset purchases under the
ECB’s quantitative-easing
programme were cut from
€60bn to €30bn per month at
the start of the year. The pro-
gramme is to run until at
least September.

T h e EC  B , o n c e  ag a in ,  
reaffirmed its commitment
that, if necessary, the quanti-
t at i ve - e a s i n g pr o g r a m m e
could be extended beyond
this date and/or increased in
size. Thus, the ECB continu-
es to take a very cautious ap-
proach to withdrawing its
monetary stimulus.

E C B pr  es  id  en  t , M a r io 
D r  a g h i ,  s a i d c u r r e  n cy 
 st r e n g t h c  ou  ld  c a u s e t  he 
ECB to think about its mon-
etary strategy. He empha-
sised the ECB expects to keep
interest rates at their cur-
rent, low levels well past the
e n d o f t h e n  e t -a  ss  e t p u r-  
chases. He said this was of
“fundamental importance”.

In de e d , Mr Dr  ag h i sa id
t h a t h e  se e s  “ v er y  fe w  
chances, at all”, that interest
rates will be raised this year.

Markets, though, are get-
ting nervous and pushing eu-
rozone bond yields upwards.
Last week, the benchmark,
10-year German bond yield
hit its highest level since
2015. The markets are look-
ing at the very strong econ-
omic data coming out of the
eurozone. They believe that
the ECB will wind up net-
asset purchases later this
year and begin raising inter-
e st rat e s early ne  xt ye ar.
Markets expect that the ECB
will have moved fully away
from negative interest rates
by the summer of 2019.

The ECB is in a difficult
p o s i t i o n , w i th  e u r o z o ne 
economic growth picking up
pace last year. This does not
sit too well with the ECB’s
negative interest rates and
QE policies. Early insights
into the performance of the
economy, at the start of 2018,
suggest a further pick-up in
act ivity. The ECB will be
slow to act, though, with in-
flation well below target.
■ Oliver Mangan is chief
economist with AIB

Google under pressure to
avoid further EU fines

system that Google set up to allay EU
concerns.

“That is in my view the million
dollar question, whether competi-
tors have a fair chance to be there,”
said Mr Kokkoris.

“We need to see whether the
outcome we are seeing is because
competitors are not winning or not
bidding at all or whether there is
something else happening to prevent
their ads coming up,” he said.

In the meantime, regulators have
already started their work checking
up on Google.

The company had to submit its
first report by a deadline which
passed yesterday, the EU said, and is
required to keep handing in such fil-
ings every four months for five years.

Officials get expert advice to
assess Google’s actions.

KPMG provides economics and
accounting help and Mavens helps
the EU on search engine optimis-
ation and marketing.

“We have already requested
information on the operation of
Google’s measures from Google and
other market participants,” the EU’s
press office said.

“Of course, as part of our monitor-
ing we also listen to what those most
directly affected by the practices in
question have to say.

“Commissioner Vestager and her
team are meeting with a variety of
stakeholders and take their views
seriously,” the press officer said.
■ Blomberg

The EU will have to examine why
Google’s shopping ads aren’t show-
ing more than a handful of rival ads.

When users search for a product,
picture ads pop up above or beside
search results with links to retailers.

The vast majority of these are
labelled ‘By Google’ showing that
Google is being paid by retailers for
the ad.

It is unclear why rivals aren’t pro-
viding the same ads in the auction

Kelkoo Group, one of the com-
panies buying ad slots, and Foun-
dem, which filed the first complaint
about Google’s shopping business,
have both called for fines. Penalties
aren’t automatic.

The EU could negotiate changes
with Alphabet’s Google or require it
to do more.

It would need to open a new inves-
tigation and set formal objections
before it could decide on further
punishment.

“I think the commissioner will
decide after seeing all the evidence”
on how the shopping ad offer rarely
shows rival results “that they need to
fine Google again,” said Richard
Stables, chief executive of Kelkoo,
referring to Margrethe Vestager, the
EU’s competition chief.

“You need to put a remedy in that
effectively fixes the abuse and they
have not done that,” Mr Stables said.

Google, which is appealing last
year’s fines, declined to comment.

It said in September that it is
running the Google Shopping unit
as a separate business so it must
compete on equal terms when it bids
for shopping ads it sells to retailers to
show their products.

What precisely Google has to do is
not clear.

The commission says Google has
to give equal treatment to rival
comparison shopping services and
its own service, “not more, not less”.

How that happens is “up to Google
to achieve and implement”.

Aoife White

Google faced a deadline yes-
terday to defend changes to
its shopping service that
left old foes clamouring for

a new wave of EU anti-competitive
fines.

Still smarting from last year’s
record €2.4bn penalty, Google must
submit the first report to the EU on
how it has met a strict demand from
regulators to give smaller competi-
tors a fairer deal.

Rivals say the search company’s
offer to auction advertising space
doesn’t work because Google wins
most of the spots.

The US company has so far said it
is giving competitors the same op-
portunity to show shopping ads from
retailers that its own Google Shop-
ping service gets.

Failing to comply with an EU
competition order can cost up to 5%
of global daily revenue.

Long-time opponent Foundem
reckons Google is “actively inviting”
fines of about €9.6m a day.

In a similar fight more than a dec-
ade ago, Microsoft was fined €280.5m
for disobeying EU demands.

“It risks being a second Micro-
soft,” said Ioannis Kokkoris, a law
and economics professor at Queen
Mary University in London.

It’s looking like a case “of that
scale with remedies and a decision of
non-compliance and a fine for that
non-compliance,” he said.

“We need to
see whether the
outcome we are
seeing is because
competitors are
not winning or not
bidding at all or
whether there is
something else
happening

Research farmed out

John Daly, Edmond Harty, and Deirdre Brosnan, Dairymaster, and Joseph Walsh, Lero researcher and head of the School of Stem at IT Tralee, as the three groups implement a
€2m research and development programme to develop intelligent autonomous systems and Internet of Things technology on the farm. SEE report below Picture: Domnick Walsh
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3i Group PLC 940.20 11.00

Admiral Group 1884.00 –4.50

Anglo American 1756.00 21.40

Antofagasta PLC 952.20 11.20

Ashtead Group 2135.00 11.00

AssocBritishFds 2829.00 –26.00

AstraZeneca PLC 5086.00 –9.00

Aviva PLC 523.80 2.20

BAE Systems PLC 588.40 9.00

Barclays PLC 207.65 –2.35

BarrattDvlpmnts 616.40 –1.80

BAT 4875.00 –64.00

Berkeley Group 4103.00 –11.00

BHP Billiton 1600.00 17.60

BP PLC 515.60 –0.70

British Land Co 679.40 –7.00

BT Group PLC 260.25 –2.65

Bunzl PLC 2062.00 3.00

Burberry Group 1614.00 2.50

Carnival PLC 5020.00 80.00

Centrica PLC 133.30 –1.35

Coca-Cola HBC 2401.00 –17.00

Compass Group 1493.50 –12.00

CRH PLC 2714.00 –11.00

Croda Intl 4513.00 0.00

DCC PLC 7515.00 –45.00

Diageo PLC 2529.50 –29.50

Direct Line Ins 375.80 0.80

DS Smith PLC 512.00 2.80

easyJet PLC 1678.00 –11.00

Evraz PLC 385.00 1.30

Experian PLC 1638.50 –0.50

Ferguson PLC 5558.00 –14.00

Fresnillo PLC 1363.00 –5.50

G4S PLC 290.10 1.20

GKN PLC 431.90 –4.10

GlaxoSmithKline 1349.00 –6.00

Glencore PLC 415.00 13.10

Halma PLC 1267.00 2.00

Hammerson PLC 494.60 –1.60

HargreavsLnsdwn 1906.00 6.00

HSBC 770.50 –0.10

Imperial Brands 2915.00 0.00

Informa PLC 687.40 3.20

InterCntnntlHtl 4762.00 –16.00

Intertek Group 5050.00 –20.00

Cons Airlines 649.60 –0.40

ITV PLC 170.95 –0.75

J Sainsbury PLC 260.10 –1.00

Johnson Matthey 3334.00 40.00

Just Eat PLC 815.00 –4.40

Kingfisher PLC 355.10 1.00

Land Securities 1001.00 –9.40

Legal & General 276.30 1.10

Lloyds Banking 71.55 0.29

LondnStckExchng 4025.00 1.00

Marks & Spencer 310.20 –2.30

Mediclinic Intl 610.00 –1.00

Micro Focus Int 2196.00 2.00

Mondi PLC 1914.00 19.00

National Grid 804.50 –2.50

Next PLC 5152.00 –66.00

NMC Health PLC 3350.00 –10.00

Old Mutual PLC 236.40 –3.90

PaddyPw Betfair 8115.00 35.00

Pearson PLC 690.40 –3.60

Persimmon PLC 2619.00 –12.00

Prudential PLC 1937.00 17.50

Randgold Res 7168.00 38.00

ReckittBenckisr 6787.00 60.00

RELX PLC 1560.50 –1.00

RentokilInitial 296.40 –0.60

Rio Tinto PLC 4024.50 82.00

Rolls-Royce 862.00 6.20

RoyalBkofSctlnd 300.20 –1.40

RoyalDutchShllA 2522.00 12.00

RoyalDutchShllB 2573.50 19.50

RSA Insurance 622.00 –0.40

Sage Group PLC 755.00 –3.60

Schroders PLC 3773.00 54.00

ScottshMtgInvst 477.00 6.00

Segro PLC 576.60 –1.60

Severn Trent 1970.50 –39.50

Shire PLC 3474.50 35.50

Sky PLC 1050.00 2.00

Smith & Nephew 1290.50 –1.50

Smiths Group 1613.50 –3.00

Smurfit Kappa 2566.00 38.00

SSE PLC 1300.00 18.50

StJames's Place 1213.50 –10.50

Std Chartered 838.70 –10.50

StdLifeAberdeen 432.40 –0.70

Taylor Wimpey 198.55 –0.75

Tesco PLC 210.80 –0.70

TUI AG 1618.50 –13.00

Unilever PLC 3965.00 –29.00

United Utils 736.20 –11.80

Vodafone Group 226.35 0.75

Whitbread PLC 3915.00 6.00

WmMorrsnSprmrkt 225.00 –1.90

WPP PLC 1290.50 –2.00
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1stDerivativs GBp 4,120.00 –120.00

Abbott Labs USD 63.18 –0.24

AbbVie Inc USD 121.28 –1.93

ACI Worldwide USD 23.18 0.05

AIG USD 64.64 –0.04

Allergan PLC USD 188.28 1.35

Alphabet Inc USD 1,179.65 3.81

Amgen Inc USD 197.62 1.61

Analog Dev USD 93.02 –0.82

Apple Inc USD 169.11 –2.40

BostonSci USD 28.35 –0.07

BrsMyr Sqb USD 64.65 0.40

CEVA Inc USD 44.35 0.60

Coca-Cola USD 47.78 –0.75

ColgtPalm USD 73.01 –0.55

Danone SA EUR 69.16 –0.70

EBay USD 40.83 –0.06

Eli Lilly USD 87.93 0.85

Ericsson SEK 54.98 0.94

Facebook Inc USD 187.46 –2.54

GE USD 16.18 0.05

GreatWestLfco CAD 34.85 –0.32

Greencore GBp 202.20 –6.80

Heineken NV EUR 89.94 –0.44

HP Inc USD 23.91 0.00

IBM USD 166.83 –0.51

ICON PLC USD 114.82 –0.75

Intel Corp USD 50.74 0.66

J&J USD 143.77 –1.57

JohnsonCntrls USD 40.51 –0.92

JohnstonPress GBp 10.58 –0.05

Lbrty Glbl A USD 38.08 –0.11

Lundin Mining CAD 8.88 0.05

Medtronic PLC USD 86.45 –0.67

Merck USD 61.79 –0.25

Microsoft USD 93.97 –0.09

Novartis AG CHF 86.92 –0.82

Oracle Corp USD 52.45 –0.30

PepsiCo USD 120.74 –1.02

Petrel Res GBp 3.05 0.00

Pfizer Inc USD 39.10 0.09

Ryanair USD 122.68 0.48

State Street USD 112.19 1.28

StdLifeAberdn GBp 432.40 –0.70

Stryker Corp USD 168.89 –0.03

TimeWarner USD 94.40 –0.43

Trend Micro JPY 6,060.00 –10.00

Trinity Bio USD 5.24 0.04

UDG Hlth GBp 812.00 7.00

VMware Inc USD 138.01 –11.99

Vodafone GBp 226.35 0.75

I R I S H I N T E R N A T I O N A L I N T E R E S T

CLOSE CHANGE
12MNTH

LOW
12MNTH

HIGH
P/E

RATIO
DIVIDEND

YIELD
MARKET
CAP (M)

VOLUME
(000S)COMPANY

1st Derivatives 45.10 0.00 49.90 26.60 119.55 0.53 1155.85 158

Abbey PLC 14.90 0.00 15.00 13.60 5.98 1.15 319.45 218

AIB Group PLC 5.80 0.03 9.50 4.62 13.95 1.60 15743.41 3048056

Aminex PLC 0.03 0.00 0.09 0.03 148.25 120.23 6500

Amryt Pharma 0.25 0.00 0.31 0.19 68.70 1888

Applegreen PLC 5.92 –0.04 6.20 4.50 25.97 0.20 541.66 36020

Aryzta AG 22.56 –1.12 33.90 22.48 2071.25 23957

Bank of Ireland 8.14 –0.01 8.25 6.18 13.00 8776.22 1630315

C&C Group PLC 3.08 –0.05 4.00 2.77 4.72 951.26 157393

Cairn Homes PLC 1.92 0.03 2.00 1.57 1462.41 614982

Cpl Resources 6.26 0.06 6.75 5.60 13.29 1.93 170.10 5748

CRH PLC 30.82 –0.21 34.87 28.22 19.31 2.12 25855.04 730308

Dalata Hotel 5.94 –0.13 6.34 4.18 22.76 1090.15 178187

Datalex PLC 3.35 0.02 4.15 2.82 54.83 1.33 257.60 210

Donegal Invst 7.75 0.00 8.00 5.00 75.07 4150

FBD Holdings 11.10 –0.20 11.30 7.65 15.91 384.79 303523

Glanbia PLC 13.85 –0.11 19.60 13.40 18.66 1.00 4100.23 320891

Glenveagh Prop 1.23 –0.02 1.26 1.10 819.14 360926

Green REIT plc 1.56 –0.01 1.64 1.29 8.30 3.20 1085.97 1519463

GreencoatRnwbls 1.08 0.00 1.10 1.02 290.25 131867

GrtWesternMinng 0.02 0.00 0.03 0.00 9.48 194

Hibernia REIT 1.49 –0.01 1.57 1.19 6.53 1.71 1031.60 2526244

Hostelworld 4.24 0.00 4.35 2.33 39.01 3.66 405.22 2000

IFG Group PLC 2.04 –0.06 2.12 1.45 75.84 2.78 215.03 106257

IndepndntNws&Md 0.11 0.00 0.14 0.09 3.11 151.13 102154

Irish Contl 5.75 –0.12 6.03 4.64 13.12 2.03 1092.47 30201

IrishRsdntlPrpR 1.48 0.00 1.60 1.15 11.62 1.69 617.59 143250

Kenmare Res 3.29 0.00 4.04 2.67 9.67 360.59 1

Kerry Group PLC 85.70 –1.30 94.92 63.54 28.19 0.68 15098.83 275557

Kingspan Group 36.86 –0.58 39.90 26.51 24.98 0.94 6613.54 327783

Mainstay Med 12.70 0.00 16.00 12.70 84.06 8

Malin Corp PLC 8.90 0.00 12.87 8.25 377.31 1060

Mincon Group 1.25 0.00 1.29 0.77 25.75 1.60 263.18 72478

Origin Entrpr 6.08 –0.01 7.58 5.98 16.74 3.45 763.54 51986

Ormonde Mining 0.03 0.00 0.04 0.01 13.23 95000

Ovoca Gold PLC 0.09 0.00 0.16 0.08 6.93 34000

PaddyPw Betfair 92.25 0.20 105.00 71.28 50.21 2.20 7801.98 101480

Permanent TSB 2.22 –0.04 2.96 1.64 1007.15 67108

PetroNeft Res 0.02 0.00 0.05 0.01 15.56 71000

Providence Res 0.12 0.00 0.24 0.05 73.51 69300

Ryanair 16.74 0.00 19.79 13.33 14.31 19801.09 892816

Smurfit Kappa 29.18 0.28 30.40 23.23 17.24 2.76 6911.31 772396

Total Produce 2.36 –0.03 2.57 1.80 21.27 1.32 766.60 89396

zamano PLC 0.04 0.00 0.06 0.04 4.08 15000

OVERALL

VALUE CHG CHG%
52W
HIGH

52W
LOW MRK CAP (M) TURNOVER (M)

FINANCIAL

SMALL CAP

GENERAL

I S E Q I N D I C E S

7,059.28 –39.3 –0.6 7,257.41 6,369.05 129,429.15 152,914.67

344.98 –0.1 0.0 346.44 275.59 26,090.53 41,239.05

9,921.74 –63.3 –0.6 10,247.46 9,009.25 103,338.63 111,675.61

2,360.39 –1.5 –0.1 2,772.70 2,088.26 1,375.06 247.79

CLOSECURRENCY CHANGECOMPANY CLOSECURRENCY CHANGECOMPANY CLOSECURRENCY CHANGECOMPANY

ABB Ltd CHF 26.33 –0.23

Adidas EUR 184.15 –0.60

Air Liquide SA EUR 109.10 0.25

Airbus SE EUR 90.42 0.86

Allianz EUR 204.25 –0.10

AnheusrBuschInB EUR 91.40 –1.15

AP Moeller A DKK 10730.00 –110.00

AP Moeller B DKK 11230.00 –115.00

ASML Holding NV EUR 164.20 –1.60

AssocBritishFds GBp 2829.00 –26.00

AstraZeneca PLC GBp 5086.00 –9.00

Atlas Copco A SEK 366.80 –0.30

Atlas Copco B SEK 324.20 –0.50

AXA SA EUR 27.18 0.25

Banco Bilbao EUR 7.64 0.01

Banco Santander EUR 6.05 –0.01

Barclays PLC GBp 207.65 –2.35

BASF EUR 95.06 –0.58

BAT GBp 4875.00 –64.00

Bayer EUR 106.40 –1.08

BHP Billiton GBp 1600.00 17.60

BMW EUR 93.49 –0.38

BMW Pref EUR 79.15 –0.60

BNP Paribas SA EUR 68.35 0.07

BP PLC GBp 515.60 –0.70

BT Group PLC GBp 260.25 –2.65

Compass Group GBp 1493.50 –12.00

Continental EUR 245.30 –1.30

Credit Agricole EUR 15.41 –0.01

Credit Suisse CHF 18.41 –0.20

CRH PLC GBp 2714.00 –11.00

Daimler EUR 74.79 –0.18

Danone SA EUR 69.16 –0.70

Danske Bank A DKK 245.20 2.40

Deutsche Bank EUR 15.45 –0.24

Deutsche Post EUR 38.81 –0.22

Diageo PLC GBp 2529.50 –29.50

Dt Telekom EUR 14.46 –0.16

Enel SpA EUR 5.12 –0.06

Engie SA EUR 14.03 0.04

Eni SpA EUR 14.79 –0.16

Fresenius EUR 69.88 0.18

GlaxoSmithKline GBp 1349.00 –6.00

Glencore PLC GBp 415.00 13.10

Heineken NV EUR 89.94 –0.44

Henkel Vz EUR 111.10 –0.75

Henkel& Co KGaA EUR 100.60 –0.50

Hennes& Mauritz SEK 157.54 1.04

Hermes Intl EUR 443.00 –5.10

HSBC GBp 770.50 –0.10

Iberdrola EUR 6.62 –0.07

Imperial Brands GBp 2915.00 0.00

Inditex EUR 29.18 0.17

ING Groep EUR 16.31 0.08

Intesa Sanpaolo EUR 3.19 0.03

IntesaSanpalRSP EUR 3.09 0.03

Investor AB SEK 391.20 3.90

KBC Group NV EUR 77.42 –0.34

Kering EUR 405.00 –7.10

LafargeHolcim CHF 59.04 0.10

Linde AG EUR 201.60 1.20

Lloyds Banking GBp 71.55 0.29

L'Oréal EUR 182.40 –0.20

LVMH EUR 252.60 0.70

Münchener Rück EUR 191.30 –0.20

National Grid GBp 804.50 –2.50

Nestlé CHF 80.34 –0.66

Nokia OYJ EUR 4.00 0.12

Nordea Bank AB SEK 97.62 –0.24

Novartis AG CHF 86.92 –0.82

Novo Nordisk A DKK 345.55 –2.05

Orange SA EUR 14.70 –0.14

Pernod Ricard EUR 128.10 –2.00

Philips NV EUR 33.90 0.27

Prudential PLC GBp 1937.00 17.50

ReckittBenckisr GBp 6787.00 60.00

Renault SA EUR 89.78 0.14

Richemont CHF 88.58 –0.22

Rio Tinto PLC GBp 4024.50 82.00

Roche GS CHF 230.50 –0.95

Roche Holding CHF 234.20 –0.80

RoyalBkofSctlnd GBp 300.20 –1.40

RoyalDutchShllA GBp 2522.00 12.00

RoyalDutchShllB GBp 2573.50 19.50

Safran SA EUR 90.24 0.20

Sanofi EUR 72.90 –0.58

SAP EUR 92.04 –0.04

Schneider El SE EUR 75.74 0.34

Shire PLC GBp 3474.50 35.50

Siemens EUR 121.54 0.06

SociétéGénérale EUR 47.20 0.50

Statoil NOK 183.50 –1.80

Std Chartered GBp 838.70 –10.50

Svens Handels A SEK 115.75 0.05

Svens Handels B SEK 117.00 –0.20

Swiss Re AG CHF 93.54 0.00

Telefónica EUR 8.48 –0.02

TOTAL SA EUR 47.30 –0.22

UBS Group AG CHF 19.21 –0.15

UniCredit SpA EUR 17.87 –0.08

Unilever NV EUR 46.05 –0.10

Unilever PLC GBp 3965.00 –29.00

Vinci SA EUR 87.56 –0.52

Vodafone Group GBp 226.35 0.75

Volkswagen AG EUR 183.20 –0.10

Volvo AB SEK 161.05 –1.55

VW Vz EUR 181.98 –0.32

WPP PLC GBp 1290.50 –2.00

Zurich Ins CHF 313.80 –1.50

F T S E E U R O
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Over 100 years of Irish rugby
This Irish Examiner Memorable Moments - Irish Rugby Edition includes all Rugby World Cup
campaigns right up to 2016. Beginning in black and white and then featuring match reports in
brilliant and exciting full colour this ultimate collection is a must have for any Irish rugby fan.
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Quinns seek restoration of €9,500 monthly expenses
Aodhán Ó Faoláin

Lawyers for Seán Quinn Jr
and his wife, Karen Woods,
have claimed before the High
Court that they are no longer
in receipt of living expenses
of approximately €9,500 per
month.

The couple were among
members  o f  the  Quinn
family who, in 2012, were

allowed living expenses by
the Commercial Court after
having their accounts frozen
below €50m each.

In a sworn statement, Mr
Quinn Jr said the payments
were stopped as part of “a
litigation strategy against
us”, and that the receivers
have been working against
them in tandem with the
bank and not for the purpose

they were appointed for.
The claims are denied.
The living expenses were

approved by the High Court
following an application that
arose in proceedings by Irish
Banking Resolution Corpor-
ation, formerly Anglo Irish
Bank, aimed at protecting up
to  €500m assets  in  the
Quinns’ international prop-
erty group (IPG).

IBRC claims the Quinns
misappropriated assets from
the IPG as part of a scheme to
frustrate the bank’s efforts
to recover loans of up to
€2.8bn against them and they
were prepared to dispose of
those assets.

The claims are denied.
As part of its action, the

bank secured account freez-
ing orders against various

m ember s  o f  the  Qui n n
family and orders appointing
receivers over their assets
Ireland and worldwide, apart
from family homes and cer-
tain jointly held accounts.

Mr Quinn did not get any
expenses in December, while
neither he nor Ms Woods got
any expenses in January, Mr
Justice Brian McGovern
heard yesterday.

The couple, represented
by Ros s  Ayl wa rd ,  h ave
brought a motion against
IBRC and joint receivers ap-
pointed over the couple’s as-
sets aimed at having the pay-
ments restored.

Counsel said the cessation
of the payments had caused
the couple of  Farmleigh
Close, Farmleigh Woods,
Castleknock, Dublin, and

parents of three children,
some hardship, particularly
around Christmas.

B ar r y  O ’Donnel l ,  fo r
IBRC, and Andrew Fitzpa-
trick, for receivers Declan
Taite and Sharon Barrett,
asked the court for time to
respond to claims made by
Mr Quinn and his wife. The
judge adjourned the appli-
cation to later this week.

Life in jail
for pub
manager’s
murder
■ Victim was shot seven times in
‘deliberate’, ‘planned’ execution
Daniel Hickey

A man has been jailed for life
by the non-jury Special
Criminal Court after being
found guilty of the murder of
the manager of the Sunset
House pub in Dublin.

Eamonn Cumberton, aged
30, of Mountjoy St, Dublin 7,
had denied the murder of Mi-
chael Barr, aged 35, in the
Sunset House pub in Dub-
lin’s north inner city on
April 25, 2016.

M r  B ar r  wa s  at  t h e
counter of the bar, socialis-
ing, when two men wearing
Freddy Kruger masks came
in and one of them shot him
seven times in what the
court described yesterday as
a “deliberate” and “planned”
execution.

Mr Justice Tony Hunt,
presiding, said although the
court could not determine
which  rol e  C u m b er to n
played in the shooting, he
was one of three culprits
seen dumping items con-
nected with the killing into
the getaway car.

Earlier, the judge had said
that the people who has been
socialising in the pub that
night were “treated to a very
traumatic spectacle indeed”.

At 9.31pm, two men had
got  out  o f  a  grey  Audi ,
parked across the road from
the Sunset House, and went
into the pub. One of the men
approached Mr Barr and
shot him. The other man
stood at the door and dis-
charged one shot from a gun,
which struck the bar.

The men then got back
into the Audi, which was
later found partially burnt
out on Walsh Rd in Drum-
condra. People in the area
had seen three men attempt-
ing to set fire to the car.

Gardaí arrived and extin-
guished the fire. In the car,
officers found three rubber
masks, a baseball cap, and
four firearms. These items
were “intimately connected
with the killing”, Mr Justice
Hunt said, describing the
masks as “eye-catching,
lurid and distinctive”.

The judge said the court
was satisfied that DNA found
on the baseball cap and one
of the masks was Cumber-
ton’s and that the three
people seen outside the Audi
were “involved intimately”
in the events at the pub.

He said the items had been
placed in the car and that the
men expected they would
“soon be consumed by fire”.

The judge said the court
was satisfied Cumberton’s

DNA was found on items in
the car which were “closely
associated with the murder
of Mr Barr” and that there
was “no basis to conclude his
DNA was present in car for
some innocent reason”.

Mr Barr had been shot
seven times, with five shots
to the head and one each to
the shoulder and neck.

Ballistics evidence showed
the shots had been fired from
a firearm found in the Audi.

While the defence had ar-
gued that the cap and mask
might have been interfered
with or contaminated, Mr
Justice Hunt said the court
did not find there was any
such interference.

The court had also heard
evidence of Cumberton’s
movements the day after the
killing, when he attempted to
board a flight to Thailand
with another man.

Mr Justice Hunt said that
although it was not unusual
for Irish people to travel to
Thailand, the circumstances
of Cumberton’s departure
were “highly unusual”.

Cumberton had booked a
flight to Thailand at short
notice, and gone to the air-
port with no luggage, but
was prevented from board-
ing the flight because his
passport was due to expire
within three months.

The booking took place
within one day either side of
“this obviously planned
killing”, Mr Justice Hunt
said.

Cumberton then applied
for an emergency passport
and travelled to Thailand the
next day. He returned to
Dublin on May 25 and was
arrested on May 27.

Ronan Kennedy, prosecut-
ing, read victim impact state-
ments to the court.

Noeleen Barr, the victim’s
older sister, said she and
her brother were “were
more like twins growing up”
and that he had a “younger
brother and sister as well”
who were “very close grow-
ing up”.

Ms Barr said that “none of
us expected what happened
Michael” and that his death
had “left a huge hole”. He
was “a fun-loving father who
doted on his children”, the
court heard. .

Jade O’Shea, the victim’s
partner, said that they had
been “together over four and
a half years” and were “en-
gaged to be married”.

She said their daughter is
“constantly asking about her
father” but that they “will
never get him back”.

Teen
caught
around
the neck
Liam Heylin

A teenager was slapped,
caught around the neck,
and had cigarette smoke
blown in his face by his
mother’s boyfriend after
they returned from the pub.

That was the scenario de-
scribed by Inspector Ronan
Kennelly at Cork District
Court yesterday.

Tyrone man Kevin John
Devine, aged 39, who pre-
viously  l iv ing  at  Eagle
Valley, Sarsfield Rd, Cork,
returned to Cork yesterday
from Tyrone to plead guilty
to the charge of assaulting
the teenager.

Devine’s solicitor, Donal
Daly ,  sa id :  “This  has
weighed heavily on his mind
since it happened in April
last year.”

Insp Kennelly said the
complainant and his aunt
cal led  to  To gher  Garda
Station saying he was as-
saulted by his  mother’s
partner.

He alleged that Devine
came home drunk with his
mother on the night in ques-
tion and that Devine blew
smoke into the boy’s face and
slapped him in the face.

“He then put his hands
around his neck and started
to choke him,” Insp Kennelly
said.

“The boy’s mother only re-
called some incident where
her son slipped off the couch.

“Kevin Devine told gardaí
he had no memory it and was
extremely  dr unk at  the
time.”

A sentence of four months
was imposed on the accused,
suspended on condition that
he would keep the peace for
the next two years.

Insp Kennelly said the ac-
cused had five previous con-
victions but he described
them as historical and that
he had not come to the gardaí
in recent years.

Mr Daly categorised it as a
domestic incident which oc-
curred when he returned to
the woman’s house after
they had been out drinking.

“He had drink on board,”
said Mr Daly. “There was
some tension in the house.
He slapped the young fella
across the face and held on to
him. He apologised unre-
servedly.

“The young man and his
aunt went to the guards. He
[ the  accused]  admit ted
everything and assured the
gardaí it would not occur
again. He travelled down
from Tyrone for this case. It
happened in April last year.
The relationship has broken
up since.

“He  apologised  unre-
servedly to the teenager,
who was aged 17/18 at the
time.”

Judge Kelleher said: “It is
a serious matter to put his
hand on the teenager like
that.”

The judge said that, con-
sidering all  the circum-
stances, the defendant would
avoid a custodial sentence.

Driver told garda she’d be sorry
for driving with no insur-
ance.

Maguire had no insurance
when Garda Wall stopped
him and he had no insurance
when he was caught again
around this time driving
while uninsured.

Judge Kelleher imposed a
total jail term of six months
and disqualified Maguire
from driving for a period of
12 years.

Bail in the event of an ap-
peal was set at €500 cash and
a €500 independent surety.

apologise to you for his be-
haviour.

“His record is particularly
bad. He accepts he is going
to get  a  custodial  term.
He cannot exercise control
over his behaviour. He is
going to have to exercise con-
trol.”

Mr Buttimer asked Judge
Olann Kelleher to take into
consideration Maguire’s
guilty plea and his remorse.

The inspector said the
defendant had 77 previous
convictions including 10

Garda Carol Wall stopped
Maguire driving a Toyota
Avensis  at  St  Michael ’s
Drive, Mahon, at lunchtime
on November 27, 2017.

“He was very aggressive.
He threatened me that I
would be sorry. I asked him
was he threatening me. He
said it is not a threat, it is a
promise,” Garda Wall testi-
fied yesterday at Cork Dis-
trict Court.

Defence solicitor Frank
Butt imer  said  in  cour t :
“Garda Wall, he asked me to

Liam Heylin

A motorist told a garda she
would be sorry for stopping
him and when she asked if
this was a threat the driver
replied: “It is a promise.”

The motorist got a six-
month jail sentence yester-
day. He was also banned
from driving for 12 years.

Patrick Maguire, of 44 St
Michael’s Lawn, Mahon,
Cork, pleaded guilty to a var-
iety of offences arising out of
two incidents.

‘Serial killer’ will walk free
as part of supergrass deal

Aaron McCone (son of John Harbinson, centre), and Joe Convie
(father of Gary Convie, right), outside Laganside Court in Belfast.
Both men were murdered by Gary Haggarty.

cases decades old is very dif-
ficult,” said Mr Hamilton.

“As time passes these diffi-
culties continue to grow and
in the context of Northern
Ireland’s tragic past the
overall investigative chal-
lenges are complicated still
further.

“Significant attempts have
been made by the PSNI to
bring justice to the families
of the victims but we fully
realise that this provides
l i t t l e  c omfo r t  to  t h es e
families whose grief remains
undiminished with time.
Our thoughts are also with
them today.”

part of the deal to give evi-
dence against criminals
charged.

Most people named in his
police interviews will not
face prosecution amid state
concerns about a lack of sup-
porting evidence.

PS N I  ass is tant  chie f
constable Mark Hamilton
said it was a difficult day for
families whose cases did not
re ach  t h e  pro se cut i on
threshold.

“Detectives in the Oper-
ation Stafford team made
strenuous efforts over a pro-
longed period of time, how-
ever any investigation into

responsible. The organi-
sation he supported and as-
sisted has resulted in untold
damage to individual lives
and society as a whole.”

Haggarty’s murder vic-
tims included:
■ John Harbinson, who was
beaten  to  death  w ith  a
hammer by a UVF gang in
North Belfast in May 1997.
Afterwards Haggarty went
and had a drink in a nearby
house, the judge said;
■ Catholic Sean McParland,
who was shot dead in front of
children in 1994. Haggarty
volunteered to be the lead
gunman to dispel UVF suspi-
cions about informers, the
judge said;
■ Catholic workmen Eamon
Fox, 44, a father of six, and
Gary Convie, 24, a father of
one, were shot dead as they
had lunch in a car in Belfast;
■ Sean McDermott, a 37-
year-old Catholic found shot
dead in his car near Antrim
in August 1994.

Haggarty admitted in-
volvement in the killings as

a paid state informer, he was
allowed to kill at will, police
knew he was killing at will
and let it continue.”

The judge said Haggarty
would serve six and a half
years in prison before he is
entitled to consideration for
release by the parole com-
missioners as part of the
peace process deal involving
a discounted sentence in ex-
ch ang e  fo r  g iv ing  in -
formation about his criminal
colleagues. However, he has
served 1,186 days in prison
on remand and is entitled to
credit for that.

Haggarty’s evidence has
led to  one person being
charged with murder.

Sentencing judge Mr Jus-
tice Adrian Colton said Hag-
garty’s was a case of “excep-
tional gravity” and untold
damage had been caused to
individual lives and society.

He said: “He has been in-
volved in a terrorist cam-
paign over a 16-year period
that has resulted in deaths
for which he was directly

Michael McHugh

A murderous loyalist para-
military chief turned state
informer will walk free as
part of a deal to turn state’s
evidence, the son of one of
his victims said.

Gary Haggarty, aged 46,
was a “serial killer” allowed
by police to murder at will,
Kieran Fox claimed.

He was handed a mini-
mum six-and-a-half-year
sentence at Belfast Crown
Court after admitting more
than 200 offences including
five murders.

Kieran Fox’s  f ather ,
Eamon Fox, was shot dead in
a sectarian Ulster Volunteer
Force murder in May 1994.

Haggarty organised the
weapon and walked the gun-
man to the scene.

Kieran Fox asked: “What
is justice in this country? It is
just designed to look after
the criminal. How can a man
convicted  o f  that  many
crimes [202] be set free? The
man is a serial killer, he was

Des Richardson
wins appeal

Des Richardson: Former Fianna
Fáil fundraiser.

Businessman and former
Fianna Fáil fundraiser Des Ri-
chardson won his appeal over
the dismissal of his legal chal-
lenge to certain findings of the
Mahon Tribunal relating to him.
The three-judge Court of
Appeal, in its judgment deliver-
ed ex tempore at the close of
the one-day appeal yesterday,
allowed Mr Richardson’s ap-
peal against the High Court’s
rejection of his challenge,
which concerned two out of 15
findings made in relation to Mr
Richardson.
The case concerned two
sections of the final report of
the Tribunal of Inquiry Into
Certain Planning Matters and
Payments.
The effect of the decision is the
tribunal must quash both sec-
tions in its report, as published
on its website. While the
tribunal had argued a correc-
tion already published by it on
its website met Mr Richard-
son’s concerns, the appeal
court said he was entitled to the
orders sought.
The court agreed with Jim
O’Callaghan, for Mr Richard-
son, of Serpentine Avenue,
Dublin 4, that he was deprived
of fair procedures in how the
tribunal reached the two dis-
puted findings, including he
was never asked during exam-
ination by tribunal counsel to
account for the origin of funds
in an account known as the
Roevin account.

O’Brien application
adjourned
An application by Denis
O’Brien aimed at having
Galway-based businessman
Declan Ganley joined as a
co-defendant in Mr O’Brien’s
case against Red Flag Consult-
ing has been adjourned at the
High Court.
The application was adjourned
on consent before a High Court
registrar for mention on
Thursday, when a hearing date
for the application will be
sought.

Dublin Bus wins
retirement appeal
Dublin Bus has won a High
Court appeal over its involun-
tary retirement of a driver be-
cause it was alleged she could
possibly pass out at the wheel.
Claire McKevitt, 38, had been
found to be unfairly dismissed
by an Employment Appeals
Tribunal, and on appeal, by the
Circuit Court.
Dublin Bus then brought an
appeal to the High Court
where, yesterday, Ms Justice
Una Ní Raifeartaigh allowed the
appeal. She said the code of
practice on grievance and dis-
ciplinary procedures, under the
Industrial Relations Act 2000,
and which Ms McKevitt sought
to rely on, did not apply.
The act’s provisions are con-
cerned with “matters of an en-
tirely different nature” to em-
ployee sickness and could in
no sense be described as a
disciplinary matter, she said.

Fugitive Lynn seeks
time guarantee
Fugitive solicitor Michael
Lynn wants the High Court to
determine whether the DPP is
entitled to guarantee that time
he served in a Brazilian prison
while fighting his extradition to
Ireland will be taken into ac-
count should he be convicted
of fraud charges here.
The court heard yesterday that,
Mr Lynn, who fled Ireland in
2007, allegedly leaving an esti-
mated €80m in debts, is “close
to the end of a long extradition
process” in Brazil. He is being
held in Cotel Prison, Recife.
He faces 33 charges relating
to alleged mortgage fraud of
some €80m and has been
imprisoned since 2013.
Yesterday, Mr Justice Seamus
Noonan granted Michael
O’Higgins, for Mr Lynn, leave
to seek judicial review of the
DPP’s offer to Brazilian author-
ities of a guarantee time served
in that country would be offset
against any prison term he
might get here if convicted. The
order is in place until Thursday.

Teacher jailed for
false claims
A French music teacher who
had dual identities so he could
work and claim social welfare
has been jailed for three and a
half years.
Daniel Daudet, aged 40, of
Baltrasna House, Spencer
Dock, Dublin, obtained a PPS
number under the name Alex-
ander Daude in 2002 and used
this to claim €175,000 in unem-
ployment, back to education,
and rent allowances on dates
up to 2015. He got a PPS
number using his real name a
year later and, between March
2011 and May 2012, claimed
social welfare payments under
both aliases. Daudet was con-
victed at Dublin Circuit Criminal
Court last November.

FF councillor has driving
ban lifted after appeal
Gordon Deegan

A Fianna Fáil councillor
who f a lse l y  n omi n ate d
another driver in a speeding
case has had his one-year
driving ban lifted on appeal.

At Ennis Circuit Court
y este r d ay,  Jud g e  To m
O’Donnell lifted the ban after
hearing that, if it stays, it
would put Alan O’Callag-
han’s fuel enterprise out of
business.

Judge O’Donnell  said:
“This was a deliberate act of
nominating somebody who
wasn’t driving a car and then
he pleads guilty to the par-
ticular offence.”

At Ennis District Court
last November, O’Callaghan
was excoriated by Judge
Patrick Durcan, who said
the east Clare man “has
wriggled like a worm at the
end of a hook” and told “a
pack of lies” concerning the
road prosecution.

O’Callaghan,  aged 41,
pleaded guilty to making a
false nomination of a driver
caught speeding when O’Cal-
laghan was caught speeding

his BMW X5 75km/h in a
50km/h zone on June 1, 2016,
at Dough, Lahinch, Co Clare.

Mr O’Callaghan notified
gardaí that “a Paul Roche
from the Republic of Nige-
ria” was driving his BMW
when Mr O’Callaghan was
accused of speeding.

Solicitor acting for the
State, Aisling Casey, told
Ennis Circuit Court yester-
day that this explanation
“rang alarm bells at Temple-
more and the matter was in-
vestigated”.

Solicitor for O’Callaghan,
Stiofán Fitzpatrick, told the
court yesterday that at the
time, O’Callaghan honestly
believed Mr Roche was the
driver of the car.

In court yesterday, Judge
O’Donnell said he was lifting
the driving ban given that
O’Callaghan has no previous
convictions and when inter-
viewed by gardaí, he owned
up and paid the particular
fine. Mr Fitzpatrick said his
client has no issue with pay-
ing  t h e  f in e  and  J udg e
O’Donnell said the €750 fine
would remain in place.

Yates and wife claim sale of lands to
AIB by bankruptcy trustees is void

Ivan Yates leaving the Four Courts yesterday after a High Court action was adjourned to allow for mediation. Picture: Collins Courts

couple, opposed entry on
grounds including that the
value of the property does
not exceed €1m and there-
fore the threshold for admis-
sion to the list had not been
reached.

Counsel  said  “signi f i -
cantly” no valuation evi-
dence concerning the prop-
erty had been put before
the court, and the appli-
cation to admit the case
“cannot proceed”.

Counsel added his clients
do not have the resources to
deal with a case in the Com-
mercial Court list, which at-
tracts a higher level of legal
fees compared to those in the
High Court.

Mr Justice McGovern said
he was satisfied that the
threshold had been reached,
and admitted the case to
the list.

The judge suggested the
parties consider mediation
as a way of resolving the dis-
pute.

The judge adjourned the
case for a month to see if it
was possible for mediation to
take place.

the centre of the dispute
from the trustees in 2015.

In 2010, AIB loaned €6m to
Celtic Bookmakers, which it
says was owned and con-
trolled by the couple. AIB ap-
pointed a receiver over the
company in 2011. It went into
liquidation in 2012.

Mr Yates was adjudicated
a bankrupt on his own appli-
cation by Swansea County in
August 2012. The trustees
were appointed to his estate
in 2013. In 2016 AIB secured a
judgement of €1.6m against
Ms Yates.

A t  the  H igh  C our t  o n
Monday Mr Justice Brian
McGovern admitted the case
to the fast track commercial
court list.

AIB, represented by Aidan
Redmond, sought to have the
case admitted to the list on
the grounds the bank want
the dispute resolved quickly
and the value of the property
exceeds €1m.

N ei l  St ee n ,  fo r  the
trustees, said the application
for admission was supported
by his clients.

J er r y  H ea l y ,  for  the

Deirdre Yates has a benefi-
cial interest in the lands
owing to contributions made
by her  and the trustees
were obliged to bring pro-
ceedings here to determine
her interest and obtain per-
mission from the Irish courts
before disposing of the prop-
erty.

This alleged failure to
issue secondary proceedings
concerning  Ms Yates ,  a
primary school teacher,
interest was in breach of EU
insolvency regulations, it is
also claimed.

In their action against the
trustees and AIB, the couple
seek various declarations
and orders including that the
sale of the lands is void due
to the failure to comply with
EU insolvency regulations,
that Mr Yates is the legal and
beneficial owner of the lands
and that part of lands consti-
tute a family home.

In opposing the claim,
AIB claims its ability to re-
cover the debts due to it from
the couple will be adversely
affected.

AIB acquired the lands at

Aodhán Ó Faoláin

A claim by former minister
Ivan Yates  and his  wife
over the sale of lands in Co
Wexford to AIB by his bank-
ruptcy trustees has been ad-
mitted to the Commercial
Court list.

The couple claim the sale
to the bank of certain lands
at Blackstoops, Enniscorthy,
Co Wexford to AIB is void be-
cause the lands include their
family home.

In proceedings against Mr
Mark Wilson and Mr George
Maloney,  who were  a p-
pointed as joint trustees in
bankruptcy over Mr Yates’
estate by a Welsh court in
2012, and AIB the couple
want the property returned
to Mr Yates.

They claim the lands in
question fall outside the
broadcaster and journalist’s
bankruptcy under a provi-
sion of the 1986 Bankruptcy
Act that applies in England
and Wales  which  i t  i s
claimed governs aspects of
Mr Yates’s bankruptcy.

Alternatively, they claim
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SOCIAL & PERSONAL

To advertise in the Social & Personal Section
Tel: 021-4802236 Email: social.personal@examiner.ie

Mon-Sat: 7.30pm
Sat Mat: 2.30pm

Previews: from Thurs 1st Feb

P LOOK BACK
IN ANGER
By John Osborne

OPENING NIGHT: WED 7TH FEB
Low Price Previews
from February 1st (All Seats €25)
Tickets: €25 - €38 www.gatetheatre.ie

GATE THEATRE
Tel: (01) 874 4045

VIKING THEATRE @ the sheds
Tel: 087 1129970

FROM UNDER
THE BED

Performed by Seamus O’Rourke & Arthur Riordan
Directed by Bairbre Ní Chaoimh
Tickets: ™15
www.vikingtheatredublin.com

Mon-Sat: 8pm
Jan 29th- Feb 10th

Abbey Theatre Presents
CLASS

ABBEY THEATRE
Tel: (01) 87 87 222

HHHH Hugely entertaining and immaculately
performed scenes from a school room’
The Irish Times. Tickets €25 / Conc. €20
www.abbeytheatre.ie

Mon-Sat: 8pm
Mats Sat & Wed 2.30pm

On the Peacock Stage
Jan 24th - Feb 3rd

Over 100 years of Irish rugby
The complete Irish Examiner archive coverage of Irish Rugby from 1905.
From the first visit of the touring Kiwis in 1905 up to England’s historic
visit to Croke Park in 2007 and now including the entire Grand Slam

winning campaign of 2009.

This Irish Examiner Memorable Moments - Irish Rugby Edition includes all
Rugby World Cup campaigns right up to 2016. Beginning in black and white

and then featuring match reports in brilliant and exciting full colour this
ultimate collection is a must have for any Irish rugby fan.

irishexaminer.com/shop

KILKENNY

FEBRUARY
MIDTERM

FAMILY
PACKAGE

Enjoy a 1 night
stay based on
2 adults and 2

children sharing
(age 4-12

years)

Full Irish
Breakfast for all

Dinner for 2
adults

From

€145
Total Stay

Additional Free
Facilities

Children’s
Playground

Lenny the Lions
Kids Club each

evening
Leisure Club with

Pool

Discounts off many
local attractions &

much more!!

T: 056 7721122
E: reservations@

springhillcourt.com

SPRINGHILLCOURT.COM

KELLY’S
RESORT HOTEL

ROSSLARE
OOO
OO
O

SPRING GETAWAY
Reopening 9th February

Escape to Kelly’s for a
relaxing break by the sea

this Spring. Be part of
our

Special Activity
Midweeks…

- Cooking Demos
- Bridge

- Ballroom Dancing
- Painting

- Gardening

Free midweek Golf
Clinics

Nightly Entertainment
And lots more…

www.kellys.ie

Call Today

Tel: (053) 9132114
(9.30 am – 5.30 pm)

CONTACT OUR SOCIAL & PERSONAL TEAM
T. 021 480 22 36

E. social.personal@examiner.ie

Rooms to fill?
86,000 of our readers stayed in an
Irish hotel in the last 12 months.

Source: TGI 2016

Social & Personal Advertising

JON
CLARE

Ladies Fashions
Oliver Plunkett St,

Cork
Tel 021-4277114

SALE
NOW
ON
up to

70%
OFF

Fabulous
New

Labels
over two Floors

Upstairs
Outfits with

attention detail,
exclusive labels.

Downstairs
On trend, urban

ontemporary
casual wear

embracing strong
colour palettes

Also stocking
fantastic accessories
from hats & scarves

to statement
jewellery

Facebook:
jonclare

www.jonclare.ie

4 ★

&
Westport House

Exclusive Walks
in our Estate

VALENTINES
2BB1D

Premier Room
Chocolates & Bubbles

9th – 18th Feb
€179pps

FAMILIES
Call NOW for

Feb Mid Term & St.
Patrick’s Offers

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

OFFERS!

SPIRIT & SOUL
OF MAYO

5 Nights DBB
+ Programme

4th – 9th Feb €280pp
Limited Availability
17th - 22nd June

€395pp

OVER 50’s
5 Nights DBB
from €240pp

NO Single
Supplement
Feb & Mar!

All Offers Subject
to Availability

Call 098 25122
www.hotelwestport.ie

Cork City
(Lapps Quay, Cork)

Valentines
Dinner

€40 per person

3 Course Meal
with Prosecco

& Gift

Tel: 021 4224942
www.claytonhotelcorkcity.com

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN IRELAND
TO ORDER CALL 021-4347717

OR ONLINE WWW.COLLINSPRESS.IE
PLEASE QUOTE EXAM18

The Story of Thomond Park:
Where Miracles Happen

By Charlie Mulqueen & Brendan O’Dowd

Thomond Park is not just a  magnificent
stadium. It is also full of tradition, emotion,
memories, and a  magnificent sense of fair
play and good humour. Here its history is
traced, highlighting great games played and
great characters who graced the arena. Since
the first game there in 1934, Thomond Park
has become one of the world’s iconic rugby
venues.

€16
RRP: €19.99

Kenmare Bay
Hotel & Resort

www.kenmare bayhotel.com

Midweek Jan
& Feb SALE

Only €69 pps
For 2 nights

Bed & Breakfast
Valid Sun - Thurs

From 28th Jan -28th Feb
excl. midterm/bank hols
Call 1890 930 033 /

+353 (0)64 6679300
info@kenmarebayhotel.com

Subject to Availability / Std.
Double/twin rooms
Superior available at

€20pn upgrade
2 Kids u12 share free

for B&B subject to
family room availability

High Society
of Midelton

50% OFF

All Stock

Sizes 14-30

Tel: 021-4613311

The
Killarney

Court Hotel
www.killarneycouthotel.com

**************

2 Nights
B&B

Midweek
Only

€99
Total for 2

people sharing

Valid Sun - Thur
until 13th Feb 2018
Subject to availability

Call
064 6637070
1890 930 033

sales@rlynehotels.com

Subject to Availability

Portugal

PORTUGAL wanted to rent
house in Portugal for 3 , 6 or
12 months please give brief
details to Please reply to box
no. POS 604048 this office

HOLIDAY
GUIDE

Advertising18 Irish Examiner
Tuesday, 30.01.2018
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HOROSCOPES

Although you may get off to a slow start, you will be
cruising before you know it. A minor misunderstanding
with others is easily put behind you once you take the
time to talk about what happened. But sometimes it’s
challenging to have a meaningful conversation about
interpersonal dynamics at work. Thankfully, your
mood will likely improve throughout the day as you see
how much you can accomplish while having fun.

There is open road ahead and you are excited about
where it may take you. Although this is unfamiliar ter-
ritory, you’re anticipating the best. Your only complaint
is how long it takes to travel into the future while the
Moon is spotlighting your 11th House of Long-Term
Goals. Unfortunately, there are no shortcuts and the
only sensible strategy is to slow down and enjoy the
colorful scenery along the way. Pay close attention.

You could finish so much work this morning that by
lunchtime you’re ready to take the afternoon off. How-
ever, it would be a mistake to play hooky today be-
cause your consistent effort enables you to overcome
a setback that might be extremely discouraging at
some other time. Perhaps your current productivity
comes from your self-confidence. Wayne Dyer wrote,
“Go for it now. The future is promised to no one.”

Although you may be comfortable in your current posi-
tion, you’re beginning to see intriguing new possibil-
ities ahead. However, even the smallest modification in
your daily routine can alter your trajectory into the fu-
ture. There’s no need to make dramatic changes just
yet as long as you remain open. Henry David Thoreau
wrote, “Go confidently in the direction of your dreams.
Live the life you have imagined.”

There’s a lot on your plate, but the Moon’s shift into
lively Leo puts you in a perfect frame of mind for all the
action. Although you might underestimate the amount
of time it takes to complete a project, your misjudg-
ment will likely be seen in a positive light. Rather than
being criticized by anyone because you didn’t com-
plete a particular task, you might be praised for your
enthusiastic attempt to accomplish the impossible.

You’re in a mischievous mood today as you gaze out
toward the distant horizon with an irrepressible twinkle
in your eyes. Although your friends and associates
might not know the details of your thoughts, they can
tell that you’re experiencing one of your familiar bouts
with wanderlust. It doesn’t matter where you go, and it
doesn’t matter when you plan to leave as long as you
can fantasize about it now.

You may feel anxious about having a heartfelt conver-
sation with someone today. Something has been
weighing on your mind, but you’ve been avoiding the
issue for the sake of harmony. You’re feeling a strong
urge to take a risk and bring the subject up. Don’t wait;
although the pressure to communicate will probably be
gone by tomorrow, you will wish you talked about it
while you still had a chance.

You might appear as if you are in a good mood today,
but you’re actually doing a lot more emotional pro-
cessing than anyone realizes. Your smile is not meant
to convey your happiness in the moment. Rather,
you’re letting people know that you are okay, and you
want them to give you enough space so you can get on
with your work. Your intense interactions with others
require you to be honest about your feelings.

Although there is much to be gained from close part-
nerships, they are likely the source of emotional tur-
moil. Unfortunately, it’s difficult to tell whether the cur-
rent problem belongs to you or the other person. Ac-
tually, a solution is elusive unless you can both agree
to a no-blame policy. Instead of waiting for tempers to
flare with tomorrow’s Leo Lunar Eclipse, establish
common ground upon which you both can stand now.

Your metaphysical seismograph begins to register
clusters of small quakes in your vicinity just when you
thought your life was going to quiet down. Although a
single earth-shattering event is highly unlikely, lots of
little changes can add up pretty quickly. Your closest
relationships are the most probable playing field for the
current activity. Standing on the sidelines is not an op-
tion; you are a necessary participant.

Sometimes an unpleasant memory comes crashing
into the present like an uninvited visitor. Unfortunately,
you can’t plan for these moments.But thankfully, you
don’t have to welcome every recollection that recycles
into your awareness. Instead of making room at your
dinner table for an old wound, count your blessings
and joyfully attend to your real guests. Tom Petty sang,
“You can look back babe, but it’s best not to stare.”

It’s not that you put a lot of effort into being a contra-
rian, but you just do things differently than everyone
else. Responsibilities have fallen upon your shoulders
in a way that would make others bend under the hard-
ship. But you are standing tall and meeting your obli-
gations. Nevertheless, you’re going to do things your
way and as long as you must meet other people’s ex-
pectations, you might enjoy yourself in the process.

ARIES
March 21 - April 20

LIBRA
September 24 - October 23

TAURUS
April 21 - May 21

SCORPIO
October 24 - November 22

GEMINI
May 22 - June 21

SAGITTARIUS
November 23 - December 21

CANCER
June 22 - July 23

CAPRICORN
December 22 - January 20

LEO
July 24 - August 23

AQUARIUS
January 21 - February 19

VIRGO
August 24 - September 23

PISCES
February 20 - March 20

TIME
WARP

Gene Hackman,
actor, 88

Feast day of St Martina, St
Bathildis, St Adelelmus or
Aleaume, St Aldegundis,
St Barsimaeus, and St
Hyacintha Mariscotti.
1606: Sir Everard Digby,
Robert Wintour, John
Grant and Thomas Bates
were hung, drawn and
quartered for their part in
Guy Fawkes’ Gunpowder
Plot.
1649: The Common-
wealth of England was es-
tablished upon the execu-
tion of Charles I, who was
convicted of treason and
was beheaded on a scaf-
fold outside the Banquet-
ing House in Whitehall.
1790: The first purpose-
built lifeboatwas launched
on the River Tyne.
1858: TheHalle Orchestra
was founded by Charles
Halle in Manchester.
1889: Beautiful 17-year-
old Baroness Marie Vetse-
ra and her lover, Austrian
CrownPrinceRudolf, were
found dead at the royal
hunting lodge of Mayer-
ling, near Vienna. It re-
mains amysterywhether it
was a double suicide or
murder.
1948: Indian leader Ma-
hatma Gandhi was assas-
sinated by a Hindu fanatic
in New Delhi.
1958: Yves Saint Laurent,
aged 22, held his first
major fashion show in
Paris.
1961: The contraceptive
pill went on sale in Britain
– but was not available on
the NHS until December.
1965: Big Ben was si-
lenced for the funeral pro-
cession of Sir Winston
Churchill.
1972: 13 civilians were
shot by British troops in
Derry during riots follow-
ing a march - known as
‘Bloody Sunday’.
1982: Stanley Holloway,
actor, comedian and
singer, died aged 91.
2008: Entertainer and TV
presenter Jeremy Beadle
died in hospital in north
London at the age of 59
following a short battle
with pneumonia.
On This Day Last Year
A petition, launched to
cancel US President Don-
ald Trump’s state visit to
the United Kingdom later
in the year, topped 1 mil-
lion signatures, passing
the threshold for British
Parliament debate. A Brit-
ish government spokes-
man said the state visit
was going ahead as
planned.
Birthdays
Gene Hackman, actor, 88;
Vanessa Redgrave, ac-
tress, 81; Boris Spassky,
chess master, 81; Dick
Cheney, US politician, 77;
Phil Collins, rock singer/
drummer, 67; Brett Butler,
actress, 60; Christian
Bale, actor, 44; Wilmer Val-
derrama, actor, 38; Peter
Crouch, footballer, 37.

Bridge Notes

Starting from 1, fill in the grid in
a clockwise direction with four-
letter words. The last letter of
each word becomes the first
letter of the next word. If you
have correctly filled in the grid
there should be a seven-letter
key word reading across from
8.

CLUES: 1. Give food to 2.
School furniture item 3. Eager
4. Part of speech 5. Fastening
device 6. Space under a roof 7.
Towboats 8. Plant ovule 9.
Prima donna 10. Bushy hair-
style 11. Betting chances 12.
Lather 13.Move in water 14. Bill
of fare 15. Operator 16. Frolic.

Key word clue: Surname.

MondaysSolutions: 1. Ayes 2.
Stub 3. Bake 4. Ewer 5. Rant 6.
Tent 7. Team 8. Mitt 9. Thaw 10.
West 11. Thud 12. Deed 13.
Deal 14. Ling 15. Garb 16.
Berg.
Key word solution:
MARGATE.

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES
DownAcross

Solutions to
previous puzzle: Quick Crossword answers

also fit the large grid

Double Crossword No.17,098

Across Down

CRYPTIC
Across: 1 Spain; 4 Scruple; 8
Calypso; 9 Let up; 10 Note; 11
Response; 13 Deed; 14 Vera; 16
Last post; 17 Apse; 20 Inane;
21 Accuser; 22 General; 23
Erect Down: 1 Second
helping; 2 Allot; 3 Nips; 4
Stones; 5 Relapses; 6 Petunia;
7 Express regret; 12 Reappear;
13 Disdain; 15 Assail; 18 Paste;
19 Acre.
QUICK
Across: 1 Impel; 4 Develop; 8
Serious; 9 Chain; 10 Aver; 11
Hostelry; 13 Crew; 14 Fort; 16
Nautical; 17 Stet; 20 Often; 21
Samurai; 22 Surgeon; 23 Thong
Down: 1 Instantaneous; 2 Purse;
3 Look; 4 Despot; 5 Vocation;
6 Leaflet; 7 Penny-farthing; 12
Reliance; 13 Cluster; 15 Parson;
18 Torso; 19 Omit.

7 Fine white clay (6)
8 Car fuel (6)

10 Fight (5-2)
11 Might (5)
12 Consumes (4)
13 Near (5)
17 Wall-painting (5)
18 Prohibition (4)
22 Indian language

(5)
23 Academy (7)
24 One of a kind (6)
25 Corsair (6)

1 Captain (7)
2 Large wasps (7)
3 Supple (5)
4 Violent storm (7)
5 Group of people

(5)
6 Distress-signal (5)
9 Device (9)

14 Inquisitive (7)
15 A few (7)
16 Eternally (7)
19 Woody plant (5)
20 Mollusc (5)
21 Unadorned (5)

7 Maiden giving out
medals (6)

8 Annoy the two meeting
the Queen (6)

10 High-up post? (7)
11 They may indicate the

water rates (5)
12 The ship's company

boasted superiority (4)
13 One tricks with

religious pictures (5)
17 Goes for senior

teachers (5)
18 Welcome sort of

shower? (4)
22 Correct on the one

hand (5)
23 Taking another course

in sewing? (7)
24 Threaten males with

one (6)
25 Pay the bill for a seat

(6)

1 Go on a sub (7)
2 Intelligent senior

journalist suffered a
sharp pain (7)

3 Exclude from the
breaking of bread (5)

4 Cutting short the end
of a sea trip? (7)

5 Possibly worth a go (5)
6 Drink to infatuation? (5)
9 Edit a clue, perhaps, to

clarify (9)
14 Leaves to dress for

dinner? (7)
15 Lassos whirled as trial

(7)
16 Became tired when

covered with stones (7)
19 Smell of a foreign

capital as the natives
know it (5)

20 A man could be
representative (5)

21 Performed like a man
at the bottom of the
bill (5)

WIZARD OF ID

January 30

Neither vulnerable, East deals

NORTH
♠10 7 6 3
♥K 2
✦K Q 6 5
♣J 10 2

WEST EAST
♠K J 9 5 4 ♠Q
♥Q J 10 8 7 5 ♥9 4
✦10 7 ✦8 4 3
♣Void ♣K Q 9 8 7 4
3

SOUTH
♠A 8 2
♥A 6 3
✦A J 9 2
♣A 6 5

The bidding:

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH
3C 3NT All pass

Opening lead: Queen of H

A three no trump overcall of an oppo-
nent’s three-level pre-empt is a wide
ranging bid.
The South hand in today’s deal is not

an absolute minimum for the bid. It is
certainly dangerous, but that’s why
people pre-empt.
There were only eight tricks, but it

seemed likely that East held all seven of
the missing clubs.
Careful play might allow declarer to

end play East and win a second club
trick. This would require East to hold no
more than two spades and no more than
three hearts. Holding only six cards out-
side of his club suit, there was a good
chance for East to have the needed dis-
tribution. South started by ducking the
opening heart lead in both hands. West

continued with a low heart to dummy’s
king, and declarer next led a low spade
from dummy and ducked in his hand.
West overtook East’s queen with the
king and led the jack of hearts to South’s
ace.

The ace of spades was next and
South was pleased to see East show
out. East had also discarded on the third
heart, so all that was needed at this point
was to extract East’s diamonds so that
he wouldn’t have a safe exit card. The
ace, jack, and queen of diamonds did
the trick and South led dummy’s jack of
clubs and played low from his hand
when East covered with the queen. East
was forced to lead another club, which
South ran to dummy’s 10 for his
precious ninth trick.Well played!

Satellite and Cable Extra
Sky One Sky Cinema Drama Sky Cinema Family Sky Cinema Action
6.00 The DogWhisperer (S)
7.00Monkey Life (S)
7.30Monkey Life (S)
8.00Meerkat Manor (S)
8.30Meerkat Manor (S)
9.00 RoadWars (S)
10.00 Stargate Atlantis (S)
11.00MacGyver (S)
12.00 NCIS: LosAngelesThe team

hunts for the killers of a
former army sergeant. (S)

1.00 Hawaii Five-0 A high-school
reunion ends in murder. (S)

2.00 Hawaii Five-0 (S)
3.00 NCIS: Los Angeles (S)
4.00 Stargate SG-1 (S)
5.00 The Simpsons (S)
5.30 Futurama (S)
6.00 Futurama A huge ball of

rubbish threatens to destroy
the city. (S)

6.30 The Simpsons Homer is
hypnotised into thinking he is
a 10-year-old boy. (S)

7.00 The Simpsons A billionaire
inventor comes to town. (S)

7.30 The Simpsons Bart and Lisa
try to find a new town
anthem for Springfield. (S)

8.00 Premier League’s Greatest
Moments Jamie Carragher
reveals his greatest Premier
League moments. (S)

9.00 The Blacklist Tom goes
undercover at Nik and
McGee’s clinic. (S)

10.00 Trollied Gavin’s mum pays a
surprise visit. (S)

10.30 A League ofTheir Own Out-
takes from series nine of the
sports-based comedy quiz,
hosted by James Corden. (S)

11.00 The Force: Manchester
Documentary following the
work of Greater Manchester
Police. (S)

12.00 Ross Kemp: ExtremeWorld
The actor meets people
attempting to cross into the
US illegally from Mexico. (S)

1.00 Hawaii Five-0 (S)
2.00 Hawaii Five-0 (S)
3.00 The Blacklist (S)
4.00 Stop, Search, Seize (S)
5.00 The DogWhisperer

6.05 The Greatest Showman:
Special A special look at the
show-stopping PT Barnum
biopic.

6.35 A Passage to India (1984)
With Peggy Ashcroft. (S)

9.25 I Saw the Light (2015)With
Tom Hiddleston. (S)

11.35 The Book Of Henry (2017)
See 8.00pm. (S)

1.30 Collateral Beauty (2016)
See 10.00pm. (S)

3.15 The Truth About Cats and
Dogs (1995) With Uma
Thurman. (S)

5.00Meet Joe Black (1998)With
Brad Pitt. (S)

8.00 The Book Of Henry (2017) A
single mum sets out to
rescue an abused girl using
instructions from her genius
son’s notebook. Drama,
starring Naomi Watts and
Jacob Tremblay. (S)

10.00 Collateral Beauty (2016)
When a New York executive
tips into depression, his
partners plan to use his
letters to Love, Time and
Death against him. Fantasy
drama, with Will Smith. (S)

11.45 Life on the Line (2015) The
head of a power line team is
sent in to fix the grid just as
a huge storm hits Texas.
Action thriller, starring John
Travolta and Kate Bosworth.
(S)

1.30 American Fable (2016) An
11-year-old girl has her world
turned upside down when
she discovers a big-city
businessman held captive in
an old silo. Thriller, starring
Peyton Kennedy. (S)

3.15 Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri: Special A
look at the film.

3.35 Roman Holiday (1953) A
princess slips away from her
entourage during an official
visit to Rome and falls in love
with an American reporter.
Romantic comedy, starring
Audrey Hepburn. (S)

6.30 Lemony Snicket’s A Series
of Unfortunate Events
(2004) Comedy adventure,
starring Jim Carrey. (S)

8.25 Ozzy: The Great Furscape
(2016) See 3.00pm. (S)

10.00 The Lego Batman Movie
(2017) See 6.10pm. (S)

11.50 Smurfs: The Lost Village
(2017) See 4.35pm.

1.25 Curious George (2006)
Children’s animated
adventure, with the voice of
Will Ferrell. (S)

3.00 Ozzy: The Great Furscape
(2016) Animated adventure,
featuring the voice of Jacob
Tremblay. (S)

4.35 Smurfs: The Lost Village
(2017) Animated adventure,
with the voice of Demi
Lovato.

6.10 The Lego Batman Movie
(2017) The Caped Crusader
swings into action to save
Gotham City from the Joker.
Animated comedy, featuring
the voices of Will Arnett and
Michael Cera. (S)

8.00 Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them (2016)
A wizarding Brit arrives in
1920s NewYork with a bagful
of magical creatures that
cause chaos. Harry Potter
prequel, starring Eddie
Redmayne. (S)

10.15 Footloose (2011) A teenager
moves to a conservative
town and defies a ban on
music and dancing enforced
by the local preacher. Musical
remake, with KennyWormald
and Julianne Hough. (S)

12.10 Arthur & Merlin (2015)
Fantasy adventure, starring
Kirk Barker. (S)

2.00 The Land Before Time
(1988) Animated adventure,
with the voice of Gabriel
Damon.

3.15 Footloose (2011) See
10.15pm. (S)

5.10 Curious George (2006) See
1.25pm. (S)

6.00 xXx: The Return Of Xander
Cage (2017) See 8.35pm. (S)

8.00 Batman v Superman: Dawn
of Justice (2016) See
6.00pm. (S)

10.45 Captain America: Civil War
(2016) See 10.35pm. (S)

1.15 Troy (2004) With Brad Pitt.
(S)

4.00 300 (2006) With Gerard
Butler. (S)

6.00 Batman v Superman: Dawn
of Justice (2016) The two
superheroes’ mutual distrust
leads them into a battle to
the death manipulated by an
evil billionaire. Action
adventure, starring Ben
Affleck and Henry Cavill. (S)

8.35 xXx: The Return Of Xander
Cage (2017) The spy is
brought out of exile to
retrieve a powerful weapon
known as Pandora’s Box.
Action thriller, starring Vin
Diesel and Donnie Yen. (S)

10.35 Captain America: Civil War
(2016) The Avengers are
divided over a system of
government control for their
actions, leading to war
between them. Superhero
adventure, starring Chris
Evans. (S)

1.05 X-Men Origins: Wolverine
(2009) The mutant hero
returns to his military unit
seeking revenge as he is
drawn into a battle with his
psychotic brother. Superhero
prequel, starring Hugh
Jackman. (S)

2.55 Ultraviolet (2006) A
vampiric mutant protects a
boy marked for death by the
agents of a totalitarian future
government. Sci-fi thriller,
starring Milla Jovovich. (S)

4.25 Batman (1966) The caped
crusader and his sidekick
face their greatest challenge
when their worst enemies
join forces. Comedy
adventure, with Adam West
and Burt Ward. (S)

GOLD
7.30 Yes Minister. (S) 8.00 Ever
Decreasing Circles. (S) 8.40
Goodnight Sweetheart. (S) 9.20
Last of the SummerWine (S) 11.20
My Family. (S) 12.00 The Green
Green Grass. Marlene throws
Boycie out of the house. (S) 12.40
Ever Decreasing Circles. Martin
organises a vicars and tarts party.
(S) 1.20 Keeping Up Appearances.
Daddy wants to join the Foreign
Legion. (S) 2.00 Still Open All
Hours (S) 3.20 The Green Green
Grass. Marlene throws Boycie out
of the house. (S) 4.00 Last of the
SummerWine (S) 6.00 Keeping Up
Appearances. Daddy wants to join
the Foreign Legion. (S) 6.40 The
Good Life (S) 8.00 Still Open All
Hours. Granville arranges a double
date for himself and Gastric. (S)
9.20 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes
goes on a diet. (S) 10.00 Live at the
Apollo. With Jon Richardson, Sara
Pascoe and Nathan Caton. (S)
11.00 Gimme Gimme Gimme.
Linda’s sister takes up residence.
(S) 11.40 Peep Show. Jeremy
moves in with Super Hans. (S)
12.15 Yes Minister. (S) 12.55 Live
at the Apollo. (S) 1.55 Gimme
Gimme Gimme. (S) 2.30 Harry
Hill’s TV Burp (S) 4.00 Home
Shopping

Sky Living
6.00 60 Minute Makeover. (S) 7.00
Obese: A Year to Save My Life
USA. (S) 8.00 House Hunters
International. 8.30 House Hunters
International. 9.00 Criminal Minds.
(S) 10.00 Cold Case. (S) 11.00 The
Biggest Loser: Australia. (S) 12.00
UK Border Force. Officers in Calais
search lorries for illegal immigrants.
(S) 1.00 Road Wars. An innovative
supermarket thief is caught. (S)
2.00 Nothing to Declare. The work
of customs officers in Australia. (S)
2.30 Nothing to Declare. The work
of customs officers in Australia. (S)
3.00 Nothing to Declare. The work
of customs officers in Australia. (S)
3.30 Nothing to Declare. The work
of customs officers in Australia. (S)
4.00 The Chef’s Line. Sous chef

Josh takes on the home cooks.
4.30 The Chef’s Line. Executive
chef Andrew Davies takes on the
final amateur. 5.00 CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation. An elderly
woman is murdered. (S) 6.00
Criminal Minds. Hotchner requests
a transfer. (S) 7.00 The Real A&E. A
12-year-old boy is rushed to A&E
after a motorcycle crash. (S) 7.30
The Real A&E. A 12-year-old
crashes a motorbike. (S) 8.00
Elementary. Holmes discovers his
father is harbouring a deadly
secret. (S) 9.00 Chicago Fire.
Dawson deals with the aftermath
of the clinic fire. (S) 10.00 How to
Get Away with Murder. Annalise
gets fired up working on her big
case. (S) 11.00 Criminal Minds.
Five students are murdered. (S)
12.00 CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation. (S) 1.00 Cold Case.
(S) 2.00 Criminal Minds. (S) 3.00
Scandal. (S) 4.00 The Biggest
Loser: Australia. (S) 5.00 Nothing
to Declare. (S) 5.30 Nothing to
Declare. (S)

Discovery
6.00 Railroad Alaska. 7.00 Alaska:
The Last Frontier. 8.00 Gold Rush.
9.00 Wheeler Dealers. 10.00
Wheeler Dealers. 11.00 Fast N’
Loud Revved Up. 12.00 Fast N’
Loud Revved Up. Richard
“accidentally” buys $92,000 worth
of cars. 1.00 Railroad Alaska. A
porcupine infestation threatens to
leave Nancy and Jim without
electricity. 2.00 Alaska: The Last
Frontier. Tensions mount during
the spring cattle drive. 3.00 Yukon
Men. Conflict between Stan and
Joey leads them to a rite of
passage. 4.00 Gold Rush. The
Dakota Boys receive a crushing
blow. 5.00 Tony Robinson’s Wild
West. The Time Team presenter
explores some of the myths of the
American west. 6.00 Wheeler
Dealers. Edd China tries to modify
a Mazda coupe. 7.00 Wheeler
Dealers. Mike Brewer finds a
56-year-old Citroen 2CV in the
south of France. However, with
age comes problems, and Edd

China must work hard to bring the
old engine to life. 8.00 Gold Rush.
Six men from Oregon head to
Alaska to dig for gold. 9.00 Gold
Rush. Parker tries to relocate a
huge wash-plant by himself. 10.00
Gold Rush: White Water. Fred and
Dustin Hurt seek their fortune in
gold in the Chilkat Mountains.
11.00 Wheeler Dealers. Mike
Brewer hopes to exploit 1990s
nostalgia as he restores a 1994
Mitsubishi 3000GT VR-4. 12.00
Gold Rush. 1.00 How It’s Made.
1.30 How It’s Made. 2.00 How It’s
Made. 2.30 How It’s Made. 3.00
Gold Rush. 3.50 Gold Rush: White
Water. 4.40 Tanked.

MTV
6.00 My Super Sweet 16. 6.20
Pimp My Ride 7.10 I Used to Be
Fat. 8.00 16 & Pregnant 12.00
Teen Mom 2 4.00 90’s House. The
contestants are challenge to
record a 90s-style music video.
5.00 Awkward 6.00 Catfish: TheTV
Show. A former model learns her
online boyfriend is a fake, and is
catfishing other women. 7.00 Teen
Mom 2: Being Vee. New Jersey’s
Vee struggles to adjust to life in
Delaware. 8.00 Teen Mom OG.
Amber makes her first public
appearance with her new
boyfriend. 9.00 Ex on the Beach:
Body SOS. More makeovers, this
time featuring a girl keen on
reclaiming her Beyonce-like figure.
10.00 Geordie Shore. Steph heads
out “on the pull” in Tenerife. 11.00
Catfish: The TV Show. Buried
secrets threaten to drive a wedge
between two online sweethearts.
12.00 Just Tattoo of Us. 1.00
Geordie Shore. 2.00 Fear Factor.
3.00 Teleshopping.

History
6.00 Pawn Stars. 6.20 Pawn Stars.
6.45 Pawn Stars. 7.10 Storage
Wars. 7.35 Storage Wars. 8.00
Counting Cars. 8.30 Counting
Cars. 9.00 Ancient Aliens. 10.00
Mystery Pickers. 11.00 Forged in
Fire. 12.00 World War 2 Treasure
Hunters. The stories behind

wartime artefacts. 1.00 Pawn
Stars. The team is intrigued by
18th century engravings of the
Spanish Armada. 1.30 Pawn Stars.
A first edition of The Adventures of
Bob Hope comic gets Rick and
Chum chuckling. 2.00 Counting
Cars. 2.30 Counting Cars. 3.00 Ice
Road Truckers. Hugh Rowland sets
up his own company. 4.00 Storage
Wars. 4.30 Storage Wars. 5.00
Storage Wars. 5.30 Storage Wars.
6.00 Forged in Fire. Four former
contestants return for a second
chance. 7.00 American Pickers.
Mike tries to put Frank in a
Christmas mood. 8.00 Storage
Wars. The women from Vegas
meet Dave, who promptly takes
their locker away. 8.30 Storage
Wars. The Vegas women try their
own bidding style. 9.00 Vikings.
Bjorn prepares to fulfil his dream
of exploring the Mediterranean.
10.00 Pirate Treasure of the
Knights Templar. Scott Wolter
acquires a piece of Captain’s Kidd’s
treasure. 11.00 Forged in Fire. Four
former contestants return for a
second chance. 12.00 The Curse
of Oak Island. 1.00 Storage Wars.
1.30 Storage Wars. 2.00 Homicide
Hunter. 3.00 The First 48. 4.00
Forged in Fire. 5.00 Pawn Stars.
5.20 Pawn Stars. 5.40 Pawn Stars.

Syfy
6.00 Buffy the Vampire Slayer 8.00
Teleshopping. 11.00 Star Trek: The
Next Generation 1.00 Merlin.
Arthur falls for a girl, unaware she
poses a threat to his life. 2.00
FILM: The Librarian 2: Return to
King Solomon’s Mines. (2006)
Fantasy adventure sequel, starring
NoahWyle. 4.00 Buffy the Vampire
Slayer 6.00 Star Trek: The Next
Generation 8.00 Merlin. The
warlock saves a druid boy from
capture. 9.00 FILM: Equilibrium.
(2002) Sci-fi adventure, starring
Christian Bale. 11.15 FILM: Elektra.
(2005) Comic-book adventure,
starring Jennifer Garner. 1.10
FILM: Battle of the Damned. (2013)
3.00 Fact or Faked: Paranormal
Files. 4.00 Dark Matter
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Irish Examiner Guide to the best sport on television
eir Sport 1

5.00 GOLF CHANNEL
ACADEMY 5.30 The
Business of Formula E.
6.00 Ligue 1. 8.00 Once in
a Lifetime. 9.00 Liverpool
v Manchester Utd 93/94.
9.30 Everton v Manchester
United: 1995/96. 10.00
Dick Warner’s Fishing
Odyssey 11.00 GAA.

12.30 ARSENALV
MANCHESTER UNITED:
2001/02

1.00 FA CUP
3.00 CLASSIC GAA
4.30 THE BUSINESS OF

FORMULA E
5.00 LIGUE 1 HIGHLIGHTS
6.00 GOLF CENTRAL Up-to-

date and comprehensive
coverage from around the
world of golf, featuring
expert insight and analysis,
scores and highlights.

7.00 THE SERIE A SHOW
Italian football round-up.

7.30 GAA Cork v Tipperary.
Action from the Allianz
Football League Division 2
match at Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

9.00 MANCHESTER UNITEDV
CHELSEA: 1999/2000
Vintage action from Old
Trafford.

9.30 CLASSIC GAA Action
fromTipperary v Kilkenny
in 2016.

11.00 ATLANTIC’S EDGE –
YEAR IN LAHINCH
A year in the life of
an Irish surf town at the
mercy of the Atlantic
Ocean, following the
fortunes of the big wave
surfers.

12.00 LIVE NHL ICE HOCKEY
Pittsburgh Penguins v San
Jose Sharks (Face-off
12.00am). Coverage of the
inter-conference clash at
PPG Paints Arena.

3.00 SERIE A

eir Sport 2
5.00 NRL –THE ROOKIE 2016

FINAL 6.00 NRL 10.00
Triathlon. 11.00 La Liga 2
Highlights.

12.00 BELGIAN PRO LEAGUE
2.00 PRIMEIRA LIGA
4.00 NHL ICE HOCKEY
6.00 NHL ONTHE FLY

Highlights and news from
the NHL.

7.00 BELGIAN PRO LEAGUE
Genk v Sint-Truiden. Action
from the top-flight clash at
Luminus Arena.

9.00 SWEDISH HOCKEY
LEAGUE Orebro HK v
HV71. Action from the ice
hockey match at Behrn
Arena.

11.00 NHL ONTHE FLY
Highlights and news from
the NHL.

12.00 LIVE NHL ICE HOCKEY
Boston Bruins v Anaheim
Ducks (Face-off 12.00am).
Coverage of the inter-
conference clash at TD
Garden.

3.00 LIVE NHL ICE HOCKEY
Vancouver Canucks v
Colorado Avalanche (Face-
off 3.00am). Coverage of
the Western Conference
encounter at Rogers
Arena.

Sky Main Event
6.00 TRANSFER CENTRE
7.30 GILLETTE SOCCER

SPECIAL Julian Warren
introduces pre-match
reports and news of all
tonight’s goals as they go
in, while studio guests
keep an eye on the big
games and talking points.

10.00 LIVE ICC UNDER-19S
WORLD CUP CRICKET
Coverage of the fifth-place
play-off, held at
Queenstown Events
Centre in New Zealand.
The hosts have never
previously won this event,
coming closest in 1998
after finishing second.

5.15 ASHES GREATS
5.30 CRICKET’S GREATEST (S)

Sky Cricket
6.00 CRICKET’S GREATEST (S)

7.00 Masterclass: AB de

Villiers 8.00 Masterclass:
Sachin v Shane. 8.30
Masterclass: Sam Billings.
9.00 ICC Under-19s World
Cup Cricket 11.00 Cricket’s
Greatest Games

12.00 CRICKET’S GREATEST (S)
1.30 ICC UNDER-19SWORLD

CUP CRICKET
3.30 MASTERCLASS:WASIM

AKRAM
4.00 CRICKET’S GREATEST (S)
5.00 ICC UNDER-19SWORLD

CUP CRICKET
9.00 IMRAN KHAN

Documentary looking at
the remarkable life of
Pakistan icon Imran Khan,
widely regarded as one of
cricket’s finest all-
rounders.

9.25 LIVE ICC UNDER-19S
WORLD CUP CRICKET
Coverage of the fifth-place
play-off, held at
Queenstown Events
Centre in New Zealand.
The hosts have never
previously won this event,
coming closest in 1998
after finishing second.

5.15 ASHES GREATS
5.30 CRICKET’S GREATEST (S)

Sky Action
6.00 NFL – A FOOTBALL LIFE

7.00 NFL: America’s
Game. (S) 8.00 NFL
Highlights. 9.00 NFL –

Greatest Games. (S) 10.30
NFL – A Football Life. (S)
11.30 NFL: America’s
Game.

12.30 NFL HIGHLIGHTS
1.30 NFL – A FOOTBALL LIFE
2.30 NFL – GREATEST

GAMES (S)
4.00 NFL: AMERICA’S GAME
5.00 NFL HIGHLIGHTS
6.00 NFL – A FOOTBALL LIFE

A profile of coach Jimmy
Johnson, who won two
Super Bowls with Dallas
Cowboys.

7.00 NFL: AMERICA’S GAME
A look back at the
Minnesota Vikings team of
the 1998/99 campaign,
which is considered one of
the greatest never to have
won the Super Bowl.

8.00 NFL – GREATEST
GAMES NewYork Jets v
Baltimore Colts. A chance
to relive the best
moments from Super
Bowl III, which took place
at the Orange Bowl in
Miami, Florida. (S)

9.30 NFL HIGHLIGHTS Action
from the 2018 Pro Bowl,
taking place at Camping
World Stadium in Orlando,
Florida.

10.30 NFL – A FOOTBALL LIFE
A look at the careers of
Dick Butkus and Gale
Sayers, who starred
for the Chicago Bears
during the 1960s and early
70s.

11.30 NFL: AMERICA’S GAME
A look back at the San
Diego Chargers team of

the 1981/82 campaign,
featuring their memorable
encounters with Miami
Dolphins and Cincinnati
Bengals.

12.30 NFL HIGHLIGHTS
1.30 NFL – GREATEST

GAMES (S)
3.00 NFL – A FOOTBALL LIFE
4.00 NFL HIGHLIGHTS
5.00 NFL – A FOOTBALL LIFE

Eurosport
7.30 OLYMPICS:

DESTINATION
PYEONGCHANG 8.00
Snooker: German Masters.
10.00 Alpine Skiing

12.00 AUSTRALIAN OPEN
TENNIS

2.30 ALPINE SKIING

4.15 LIVE ALPINE SKIING
Coverage of the latest
World Cup meeting of the
season from Stockholm in
Sweden, featuring the
men’s and women’s
parallel slalom.

6.30 SNOOKER: GERMAN
MASTERS Highlights of
the final of the ranking
tournament at the
Tempodrom in Berlin,
between Anthony
Hamilton and Ali Carter.

8.30 AUSTRALIAN OPEN
TENNIS

11.30 MOTORSPORT:
FORMULA E A preview of
the Santiago ePrix.

12.00 BEST OF BIKES
1.00 EUROSPORT NEWS
1.20 CLOSE

RTÉ One RTÉ2 TV3 SKY ATLANTIC BBC 1 BBC 2 Channel 4

Don’t just sit there, have your say – write a letter to Sports Editor, Irish Examiner, Linn Dubh, Assumption Road, Blackpool, Cork. Fax: 021-4275112 or email: sport@examiner.ie

• Aaron Mooy, Live HuddersfieldTown
v Liverpool, BT Sport 1, 7.15pm

5.30 FRANCE 24 7.00 Cúla
4 na nÓg: Cúla 4 na
nÓg 7.02 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Olivia 7.13 Cúla 4
na nÓg: An Captaen
Flinn agus na
Foghlaithe Dineasár
7.25 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Astroblast! 7.37 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Astroblast!
7.50 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Olly an Veain Bheag
Bhán 7.55 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Olly an Veain
Bheag Bhán 8.00 Cúla
4 na nÓg: Dora the
Explorer 8.25 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Tractor Tom 8.36
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Balloon
Barnyard 8.45 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Dot 8.56 Cúla
4 na nÓg: Masha agus
an Béar 9.03 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Peg + Cat 9.15
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Cat a’
Hata 9.30 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Ainmhithe Beaga
Thart Orainn 10.00 The
Waltons (S) 10.56 The
Waltons (S) 11.55 The
Cook and the Chef (S)
12.30 Laochra Gael (S)
1.05 Gilmore Girls (S)
2.00 Weakest Link (S)
3.00 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Cúla 4 na nÓg 3.02
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Masha
agus an Béar 3.09 Cúla
4 na nÓg: Masha agus
an Béar 3.16 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: PJ Masks 3.28
Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Loopdidoo 3.35 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Is Ait an Mac
é Mús 3.40 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Cat a’ Hata 3.55
Cúla 4 5.25 An Aimsir
Láithreach 5.30 Ros na
Rún

6.00 WEAKEST LINK Anne
Robinson oversees the
quiz. (S)

6.57 AN AIMSIR
LÁITHREACH

7.00 NUACHTTG4
7.30 7 LÁ
8.00 GARRAÍ GLAS Síle Nic

Chonaonaigh meets a
woman who practises
herbal medicine. (S)

8.30 ROS NA RÚN Bobbi
Lee is confident in
holding the upper hand
on Berni and Briain. (S)

9.00 A LITTLE BIT
SHOWBAND The life
and career of the Big 8
member Paddy Cole.

9.30 GLÓRTÍRE Mike
Denver introduces his
contestant, Colin Fahy.
Presented by Aoife Ni
Thuairisg and Padraic O
Neachtain, with judges
John Creedon,
Caitriona Ni
Shuilleabhain and Jo Ni
Cheide. (S)

10.30 NASHVILLE A fallout
results from the video
of Maddie and the
police officer. (S)

11.20 FRIDAY NIGHT
LIGHTS
Disenchantment with
Coach McGregor’s
regime grows, and
Matt becomes
infuriated by Smash’s
selfishness. (S)

12.12 AN AIMSIR
LÁITHREACH

12.15 FÍORSCÉAL (S)
1.20 FRANCE 24

6.00 EURONEWS 7.00
TRTÉ 5.30 The
Simpsons (S)

6.00 NEIGHBOURS Aaron
is shaken by Rory’s
kiss, but lets him stay
after Mick, an
obsessed fan from
Aaron’s stripping days,
returns. Sheila regrets
missing an opportunity
for romance with Clive.

6.30 HOME AND AWAY
Robbo is pulled over
for speeding while in
pursuit of Novak, while
Hunter intends to
propose to Olivia, but
things fail to go to plan.
Diana announces she
is moving to Summer
Bay. (S)

7.00 LIVINGTHEWILDLIFE
Cameraman Colin
Stafford-Johnson
meets owl expert John
Lusby to assess the
current barn owl
population in Ireland
and sees a family of
owls with two young
chicks in the garden of
North Cork resident
Barbara Lucey. (S)

7.30 DANCINGWITHTHE
STARS Nicky Byrne
and Amanda Byram
host an Irish version of
the US celebrity dance
contest. (S)

9.30 FIRST DATES
IRELAND More
singletons, including
confident Fiachra and
catering entrepreneur
Rebecca, look for love
over dinner, while
Maître d’ Mateo Saina
plays Cupid, with help
from Pete Ungless,
Alice Marr and Ethan
Miles. Will farmer
Dermot charm nurse
Deirdre? And will there
be a meeting of minds
for fellow Corkonians
psychiatric nurse
Darragh and
hairdresser Naomi? (S)

10.30 GREY’S ANATOMY
Meredith deals with
the fallout from her
conversation with
Nathan, Amelia
confronts a difficult
situation and Maggie
finds herself at an
awkward family dinner.
(S)

11.25 HOWTO GET AWAY
WITH MURDER The
mystery of the flyers
takes a surprising turn,
Frank’s troubled past
comes to light and a
shocking new
discovery changes
everything about the
night of the fire; (S)
World Forecast

12.20 THEWALKING DEAD
Some of Rick’s fellow
survivors are taken
hostage by vicious new
rivals. (S)

1.10 THE ISLANDWITH
BEAR GRYLLS The
group calls an election
for a leader. (S)

2.10 CHICAGO PD (S)
2.55 BROOKLYN NINE-

NINE (S) World
Forecast

3.15 EURONEWS

6.30 XPOSÉ 7.00 Ireland
AM (S) 10.30 This
Morning (S) 12.30
3News at 12.30 (S)
1.00 The Chase (S)
2.00 Tipping Point (S)
3.00 Elaine 4.00 Four
in a Bed 4.30 Judge
Judy 5.00 Judge Judy
5.30 3News at 5.30 (S)

6.00 THE SIX O’CLOCK
SHOW Chat show,
featuring celebrity
interviews, sampling
food from leading
chefs and guidance on
a wide range of topics.
(S)

7.00 EMMERDALE Moira
struggles to move on.
(S)

7.30 RARE BREED – A
FARMINGYEAR Four
daughters keep the
family business going
while their ill dad
recovers.

8.00 DIY SOS:THE
MILLION POUND
BUILD FOR
CHILDREN IN NEED
The team descends on
Swansea to tackle one
of their biggest
challenges to date, as
they build a centre and
supported housing for
young people in care
and leaving care.

9.00 LONG LOST FAMILY A
former British soldier
yearns to find the
father he has never
met, while a woman
hopes to trace the
youngest birth mother
the programme has
ever encountered. (S)

10.00 TRANSFORMATION
STREET A patient tries
to explain her transition
to her small son. Last
in the series. (S)

11.00 THETONIGHT SHOW
Matt Cooper and Ivan
Yates give their take on
the day’s stories. (S)

12.00 TRUE LIVES (S)
1.00 16 KIDS AND

COUNTING 2.00
Close

5.20 THE SIX O’CLOCK
SHOW (S)

3e
7.00 Uploaded 7.30 Uploaded 8.00
Catchphrase (S) 8.45 Decimate 9.45 The
Jeremy Kyle Show (S) 10.50 Tipping
Point (S) 11.50 Xposé 12.20 Airline USA
12.50 The Jeremy Kyle Show (S) 1.55
The Jeremy Kyle Show (S) 2.58 3News
60 Second Update 3.00 Decimate 3.58
3News 60 Second Update 4.00 Tipping
Point (S) 4.58 3News 60 Second Update
5.00 Tipping Point (S) 5.58 3News 60
Second Update 6.00 Judge Rinder 7.00
Catchphrase (S) 7.58 3eWeather Update
8.00 The Holiday Show Ireland 8.30 The
Cruise: Sailing the Mediterranean 8.58
3News 60 Second Update 9.00
Celebrity Big Brother: Live Eviction
10.35 Gone to Pot: American Road Trip
11.35 Celebrity Big Brother’s Bit on the
Side 12.35 UFC Fight Night: Charlotte
2.35 Love Island 3.25 Love Island 4.15
Close

be3
7.00 Franny’s Feet 7.30 The Adventures
of Paddington Bear 8.00 Total Drama
Island 8.30 The Sparticle Mystery 9.00
Elaine 10.00 Xposé 10.30 Ireland AM (S)
12.30 Loose Women 1.30 Judge Judy
2.00 Judge Judy 2.30 Emmerdale (S)
3.00 Coronation Street (S) 3.30
Coronation Street (S) 4.00 Dinner Date
(S) 5.00 Dickinson’s Real Deal (S) 6.00
The Chase (S) 7.00 3News at 7 7.30
Schofield’s South African Adventure
8.00 Vera (S) 10.00 3News at 10 10.30
Emmerdale (S) 11.00 Red Rock 12.00
Elaine 1.00 The Chase (S) 2.00
Dickinson’s Real Deal (S) 2.50 Close

6.00 FLOG IT!TRADE
SECRETS (S) 6.30 The
Farmers’ Country
Showdown (S) 7.15
Food: Truth or Scare (S)
8.00 Sign Zone:
Celebrity Antiques
Road Trip (S) 9.00
Victoria Derbyshire (S)
11.00 BBC Newsroom
Live (S) 12.00 Daily
Politics (S) 1.00 Monty
Halls’ Great Escape (S)
2.00 Sahara with
Michael Palin (S) 3.00
A Place to Call Home
(S) 3.45 This Wild Life
(S) 4.15 The Hunt (S)

5.15 FLOG IT! (S)
6.00 EGGHEADS (S)
6.30 GREAT AMERICAN

RAILROAD
JOURNEYS (S)

7.00 BIG DREAMS SMALL
SPACES Monty Don
helps amateur
horticulturists in
Clapham and Hereford.
(S)

8.00 WINTERWATCH 2018
Gillian Burke brings
the latest news from
Islay. (S)

9.00 MURDERED FOR
LOVE? SAMIA
SHAHID Investigating
the 2016 death of a
Bradford woman. (S)

10.00 BEAUTY QUEEN AND
SINGLE (S)

10.30 NEWSNIGHT (S)
11.10 WEATHER (S) 11.15

Inside No 9 (S) 11.45
The Mash Report (S)
12.15 Sign Zone: The
Coronation (S) 1.15
Sign Zone: Miriam’s
Big American
Adventure (S) 2.15 This
Is BBC Two (S)

BBC2WALES, as
BBC2 except:

1.00 Coast (S) 1.15 This Wild
Life (S) 1.45 First Minister’s
Questions (S) 2.35 Monty
Halls’ Great Escape (S) 3.35
Sahara with Michael Palin (S)
4.35 Wild Walks (S) 4.40 A
Place to Call Home (S) 5.30
X-Ray (S) 10.00 Inside No 9
(S) 11.15 Chris Packham: In
Search of the Lost Girl (S)

BBC 4
7.00 Beyond 100 Days; (S) Weather. (S)
7.30 Egyptian Journeys with Dan
Cruickshank (S) 8.00 Andrew Marr’s The
Making of Modern Britain (S) 9.00 Art,
Passion & Power: The Story of the Royal
Collection (S) 10.00 The Stuarts (S)
11.00 The Lost Portrait of Bonnie Prince
Charlie: A Culture Show Special (S)
12.00 Stories from the Dark Earth:
Meet the Ancestors Revisited (S) 1.00
Top of the Pops: 1981 (S) 1.40 Top of
the Pops: 1981 (S) 2.20 Andrew Marr’s
The Making of Modern Britain (S) 3.25
Close

6.00 EURONEWS 6.25
Teleshopping 7.55
Today with Maura and
Dáithí (S) 9.55 The
Doctors Weather. 10.50
Dr Phil (S) Weather.
11.45 Shortland Street
(S) 12.15 The
Shelbourne (S)
Weather. 12.45 Telly
Bingo 1.00 RTÉ News:
One O’Clock and
Weather (S) 1.30 Home
and Away (S) 2.00
Neighbours (S) 2.25
EastEnders (S) 3.00
Grandma’s Boy (S) 3.30
Today with Maura and
Dáithí (S) 5.40 Nuacht;
(S) RTÉ News with
Signing and European
Weather.

6.00 THE ANGELUS
6.01 RTÉ NEWS: SIX ONE

ANDWEATHER (S)
7.00 ECO EYE Dr Lara

Dungan investigates
the main sources of air
pollution in Ireland. (S)

7.30 EASTENDERS Vincent
is unnerved by a break-
in at the Albert. (S)

8.00 FAIR CITY Nora pushes
Robbie to face the truth
about his past. (S)

8.30 OPERATION
TRANSFORMATION
People are monitored
as they try to get fit. (S)

9.00 RTÉ NEWS: NINE
O’CLOCK AND
WEATHER (S)

9.35 PRIMETIME Current
affairs review. (S)

10.15 BLUE BLOODS Danny
and Baez work the case
of a detective who was
gunned down prior to
testifying against a
career criminal. Drama,
starring Donnie
Wahlberg and Marisa
Ramirez. (S)

11.10 WHAT INTHE
WORLD? Peadar King
reports on the
legalisation of marijuana
in Uruguay. (S)

11.40 OIREACHTAS REPORT
The day’s proceedings;
Weather

12.05 UNDERCOVER (S)
1.05 KILLINGTIME
2.00 PRIMETIME (S)
2.35 MISTRESSES
3.20 THE NIGHT SHIFT
4.05 TELLY BINGO
4.15 SHORTLAND STREET

(S)
4.40 DR PHIL (S)
5.25 EURONEWS

•What in theWorld?
RTE One, 11.10pm

6.00 BREAKFAST (S) 9.15
Food: Truth or Scare (S)
10.00 Homes Under the
Hammer (S) 11.00
Wanted Down Under (S)

11.45 A1: BRITAIN’S
LONGEST ROAD (S)

12.15 BARGAIN HUNT (S)
1.00 BBC NEWS AT ONE;

WEATHER (S)
1.30 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather. (S)
1.45 DOCTORS (S)
2.15 FATHER BROWN (S)
3.00 ESCAPETOTHE

COUNTRY (S)
3.45 THE FARMERS’

COUNTRY
SHOWDOWN (S)

4.30 ANTIQUES ROADTRIP
(S)

5.15 POINTLESS (S)
6.00 BBC NEWS AT SIX;

WEATHER (S)
6.30 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather. (S)
7.00 THE ONE SHOW (S)
7.30 EASTENDERS Vincent

is unnerved by a
break-in at the Albert;
(S) BBC News; Regional
News (S)

8.00 HOLBY CITY Nicky tests
Sacha’s patience in a bid
to prove her abilities. (S)

9.00 SILENTWITNESS Part
two of two. Clarissa
puts herself in grave
danger. (S)

10.00 BBC NEWS ATTEN (S)
10.30 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather; (S) National
Lottery Update (S)

10.45 LOVE AND HATE
CRIME Inside a
murderer’s mind using
his self-shot footage of
committing the crime.
Last in the series. (S)

11.45 COCAINE CAPITAL OF
THEWORLD: STACEY
DOOLEY
INVESTIGATES The
presenter meets people
involved in the global
drugs trade. (S)

12.45 WEATHER FORTHE
WEEK AHEAD (S) 12.50
BBC News (S)

BBC1WALES, as
above except:

1.30 BBCWales Today;
Weather (S) 6.30 BBCWales
Today; Weather (S) 10.30 BBC
Wales Today; Weather (S) 10.40
A Question of Sport (S) 11.10
Love and Hate Crime (S) 12.10
Cocaine Capital of the World:
Stacey Dooley Investigates (S)
1.10 Weather for the Week
Ahead (S) 1.15 BBC News (S)

6.00 RICHARD E GRANT’S
HOTEL SECRETS (S)
7.00 Fish Town (S) 8.00
The Guest Wing (S) 9.00
TheWest Wing (S)
10.00 TheWest Wing
(S) 11.00 House (S)

12.00 HOUSE (S)
1.00 WITHOUT ATRACE (S)
2.00 BLUE BLOODS (S)
3.00 THEWESTWING (S)
4.00 THEWESTWING (S)
5.00 HOUSE (S)
6.00 HOUSE A girl with

cancer exhibits bizarre
symptoms. (S)

7.00 CSI: CRIME SCENE
INVESTIGATION A
casino worker is
murdered. (S)

8.00 BLUE BLOODS Pilot
episode of the police
drama, starring Tom
Selleck and Donnie
Wahlberg. (S)

9.00 THE
NEWSPAPERMAN:THE
LIFE ANDTIMES OF
BEN BRADLEE A profile
of the former executive
editor of the
Washington Post, who
helped bring down
Richard Nixon with his
paper’s electrifying
Watergate revelations.
(S)

10.45 NIXON BY NIXON: IN
HIS OWNWORDS
Documentary exploring
the character of the
American president,
making use of
declassified audiotapes
recorded in the White
House during his
administration. (S)

12.15 DEXTER
2.35 BANSHEE (S)
3.35 GIRLS (S)
4.10 THEWESTWING (S)
5.05 THEWESTWING (S)

Sky One
6.00 The DogWhisperer (S) 7.00 Monkey
Life (S) 7.30 Monkey Life (S) 8.00
Meerkat Manor (S) 8.30 Meerkat Manor
(S) 9.00 RoadWars (S) 10.00 Stargate
Atlantis (S) 11.00 MacGyver (S) 12.00
NCIS: Los Angeles (S) 1.00 Hawaii Five-0
(S) 2.00 Hawaii Five-0 (S) 3.00 NCIS: Los
Angeles (S) 4.00 Stargate SG-1 (S) 5.00
The Simpsons (S) 5.30 Futurama (S) 6.00
Futurama (S) 6.30 The Simpsons (S) 7.00
The Simpsons (S) 7.30 The Simpsons (S)
8.00 Premier League’s Greatest
Moments (S) 9.00 The Blacklist (S) 10.00
Trollied (S) 10.30 A League of Their Own
(S) 11.00 The Force: Manchester (S)
12.00 Ross Kemp: ExtremeWorld (S)
1.00 Hawaii Five-0 (S) 2.00 Hawaii Five-0
(S) 3.00 The Blacklist (S) 4.00 Stop,
Search, Seize (S) 5.00 The DogWhisperer

UTV
6.00 Good Morning Britain (S) 8.30
Lorraine (S) 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show
(S) 10.30 This Morning (S) 12.30 Loose
Women (S) 1.30 ITV Lunchtime News;
Weather. (S) 1.55 UTV Live; Weather. (S)
2.00 Judge Rinder (S) 3.00 Dickinson’s
Real Deal (S) 3.59 UTVWeather (S)
4.00 Tipping Point (S) 5.00 The Chase (S)
6.00 UTV Live; Weather. (S) 6.30 ITV
Evening News; Weather. (S) 7.00
Emmerdale (S) 7.30 Britain’s Favourite
Walks: Top 100 (S) 10.00 ITV News
at Ten; Weather. (S) 10.30 UTV Live;
Weather. (S) 10.45 Girlfriends (S) 11.45
Transformation Street (S) 12.35
Teleshopping 2.05 ITV Nightscreen 3.00
Loose Women 3.50 ITV Nightscreen 5.05
The Jeremy Kyle Show (S)

ITVWALES, as
UTV except:

1.55 ITV News CymruWales;
Weather. (S) 3.59 ITV Cymru
Wales Weather (S) 6.00 ITV
NewsWales at Six; Weather.
(S) 10.30 ITV News Cymru
Wales; Weather. (S) 12.35
Jackpot247

6.00 COUNTDOWN (S) 6.45
3rd Rock from the Sun
(S) 7.10 3rd Rock from
the Sun (S) 7.35
Everybody Loves
Raymond (S) 8.00
Everybody Loves
Raymond (S) 8.30
Frasier (S) 9.00 Frasier
(S) 9.35 Frasier (S) 10.05
Ramsay’s Kitchen
Nightmares USA (S)
11.00 Undercover Boss
USA (S) 12.00 Channel 4
News Summary (S)
12.05 Couples Come
Dine with Me (S) 1.05
Posh Pawn (S)

2.10 COUNTDOWN (S)
3.00 VILLAGE OFTHEYEAR

WITH PENELOPE
KEITH (S)

4.00 A PLACE INTHE SUN:
WINTER SUN (S)

5.00 FOUR IN A BED (S)
5.30 EXTREME CAKE

MAKERS (S)
6.00 THE SIMPSONS Bart

discovers a passion for
American history when
Superintendent
Chalmers is forced to
take over his education.
However, an accident
costs the troublemaker’s
new teacher his job. (S)

6.30 HOLLYOAKS Cindy is
shocked to discover that
Glenn and Grace are
together, and Misbah
questions where Imran
got his new bike from
and is furious to find out
that he sold her
necklace. (S)

7.00 NEWS (S)
8.00 THE SECRET LIFE OF

THE ZOO Four
Sumatran orang-utans
escape from their
quarters, and tempting
them back proves easier
said than done. The
dominant female
meerkat is being
attacked by her own
daughter. (S)

9.00 24 HOURS IN A&E A
20-year-old man is
brought in by ambulance
after being involved in a
high-speed motorcycle
accident, and a 70 year
old arrives at A&E with a
high heart rate. (S)

10.00 CANYOU REBUILD MY
BRAIN? Cameras follow
a brain-damaged woman
as she meets
neuroscience pioneers –
scientists who are using
the latest knowledge to
repair “broken” brains.
(S)

11.00 BEFOREWE DIE Hanna,
Bjorn and their boss Tina
create a clandestine
group to investigate and
reduce the risk of their
infiltrator ’Inez’ being
harmed. In Swedish. (S)

12.15 BRITAIN’SWEIRDEST
COUNCIL HOUSES (S)
1.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen
Nightmares USA (S)
2.00 Obsessive
Compulsive Cleaners (S)
2.55 The Secrets of
Sleep (S) 3.50 Craft It
Yourself (S) 4.45
Location, Location,
Location (S) 5.40
Kirstie’s Handmade
Treasures (S)

• Eggheads
BBC 2, 6pm

TG4

Home side are on red alert
Huddersfield

Town v Liverpool
(Kick-off 8.00pm).

Featuring coverage of the
top-flight encounter, which
takes place at the John
Smith’s Stadium. Jurgen
Klopp’s Reds won the
reverse fixture 3-0 back in
October, which was the

first league meeting
between the sides since
February 1972, and the
first in any competition
since an FA Cup third-
round contest on this
ground in December 1999.
Live HuddersfieldTown v
Liverpool, BT Sport 1,
7.15pm

Featuring coverage
of the latestWorld
Cup meeting of

the season from
Stockholm in Sweden,
featuring the men’s
and women’s
parallel slalom. Live
Alpine Skiing, Eurosport,
4.15pm

• Holby City
BBC 2, 8pm

(S) Subtitles Teletext page 888

RED FM: 6.00 Ray and Jay 9.00 Neil Prendeville. 12.00 Philip
Bourke 4.00 Dave Mac’s Drive 7.00 Red Hits with Izzy 10.00
Kilian Pettit 1.00The Neil Prendeville Show Rewind 4.00 Non-
stop Hits
RTE RADIO 1: 5.30 Shay Byrne’s Rising Time. 7.00 Morning
Ireland. 9.00 Ryan Tubridy 10.00 News 12.00 The Ronan
Collins Show 1.00 News 1.45 Liveline. 3.00 The Ray D’Arcy
Show 4.30 Drivetime. 7.00 Arena. 8.00 The John Creedon
Show.The presenter introduces a mix of contemporary, Irish
and international tracks. 10.00 The Late Debate. 11.00 Late
Date. Presented by Cathal Murray. 2.00 RTE Radio 1 Replay
3.00 RTE Gold on RTE Radio 1
LYRIC FM: 7.00 Marty in the Morning. 10.00 Niall Carroll’s
Classical Daytime. 1.00 The Full Score with Liz Nolan. 4.00
Lorcan Murray’s Classic Drive. 7.02 Mystery Train with John
Kelly. 9.00 The Blue of the Night with Bernard Clarke 12.00
Lyric Through the Night.
RTE 2FM: 6.00 Breakfast Republic 10.00 The Nicky Byrne
Show with Jenny Greene 1.00Tracy Clifford 4.00The Eoghan

McDermott Show 7.00 Game On 8.00 Louise McSharry
10.00 Dan Hegarty 12.00 2FM Overnight.
TODAY FM: 5.00 Paula McSweeney 7.00 Ian Dempsey’s
Breakfast Show. 9.00 Dermot and Dave 12.00 Muireann
O’Connell 2.30 Fergal Darcy 4.30The LastWord 7.00 Lost in
Music 9.00 Paul McLoone 12.00 Overnight Music
RAIDIO NA GAELTACHTA: 7.00 Nead Na Fuiseoige. 8.00
Adhmhaidin. 9.00 Príomhscéalta na Nuachta agus na
Gaeltachta. 9.15 Iris Aniar. 10.15 Sinéad ar Maidin. 11.00
Barrscéalta. 12.00 Príomhscéalta na Nuachta agus na
Gaeltachta. 12.08An Saol ó Dheas. 1.00 Nuacht a hAon. 2.00
Ardtráthnóna. 3.00 Cóisir Cheoil. 5.00 Cormac ag a Cúig.
5.55 Tuairisc Spóirt. 6.00 Nuacht a Sé. 6.30 Fógraí an Lae.
7.00 Ceol Binn ó na Beanna 9.00 RíRá ar RnaG. 10.00 An
TaobhTuathail. 12.00 Scoth na Máirte.
CORK’S 96FM: 6.00The All New KC Show 9.00The Opinion
Line 12.00 KenTobin. 4.00 Drivetime Show 7.00 On Demand
10.00 Emmet Kennedy 1.00 The Biggest Hits, The Best
Variety 3.30The Opinion Line
C103 (NORTH AND EAST CORK): 6.00 Cork’s More Music
Breakfast 10.00 Cork Today 1.00 Eric Griffin 4.00 Drivetime
Show 7.00 Country and Irish 11.00 Cork Today 1.00 Cork’s

Greatest Hits
C103 (WEST CORK): 6.00 Cork’s More Music Breakfast
10.00 Cork Today 1.00 Nick Richards 4.00 Drivetime Show
7.00 Eric Griffin 11.00 CorkToday 1.00 Cork’s Greatest Hits
WLR: 6.00 The Big Breakfast Blaa 10.00 Deise AM. 12.00
The Lunch Box 3.00 Drivetime Show 6.00 On the Fringe 7.00
The Shift 10.00The Late Show 12.00 Deise Replay 2.00 Non-
stop Music
CUH FM 107.8: 8.30Mass 12.00Mass 12.30 Anything Goes
3.00 A to Z of Pop 4.00 Michael Lee 6.00 Donal O’Donovan
7.30 Rosary 8.00 Robbie Mul 10.00 Overnight
RADIO KERRY: 7.00 Kerry’s Full Breakfast 9.00 Kerry Today
11.00 The 11 to 1 club 1.00 The One O’Clock News 1.30
Talkabout 3.00 Afternoon Show 5.30The Evening News 6.00
The Definitive 7.00 Sounds Country with Dermot Moriarty
9.00The Global Village 10.00 Into the Night 11.00 KerryToday
12.00Music Through the Night
CLARE FM: 6.00 Breakfast Show 9.00Morning Focus 12.00
Afternoons 3.00 Drivetime 7.00 The West Wind 9.00 Night
Time 12.00Morning Focus 3.00Music Through the Night
TIPPERARY FM: 6.00 Lorraine in the Morning 9.00 Fran
Curry 12.00 Owen Lonergan 3.00 Dave Harrington 7.00 Carol

Power 10.00 Shades of Green 12.00 Fran Curry 3.00 Music
Through the Night
LIVE 95: 6.00The Breakfast Show 9.00 LimerickToday 12.00
Afternoon Show 4.00 Drive 7.00 Live at Night 10.00 Late
Night Love Songs 12.00 Limerick Today 3.00 Overnight
Music
NEWSTALK 106-108 FM: 6.30 Business Breakfast. 7.00
Breakfast. 9.00 The Pat Kenny Show. 12.00 Lunchtime Live.
2.00Moncrieff. 4.00The Hard Shoulder with IvanYates. 7.00
Off the Ball. Sports reports and discussion. 10.00 The Tom
Dunne Show. 12.00The Best of Newstalk.
CORK CAMPUS RADIO: 8.00 Sharp 11.00The Underground
of Happiness 12.00 Theion Campus 1.00 Ruff Draft 2.00
Centrifugal 3.00 Crossroads 4.00 Birds and the Beats 5.00
Early Evening Show 6.00 Close
RADIO 1: 6.30 The Radio 1 Breakfast Show with Nick
Grimshaw. 10.00 Clara Amfo. 12.45 Newsbeat. 1.00 Scott
Mills. 4.00 Greg James. 5.45 Newsbeat. 6.00 Greg James.
7.00 Annie Mac. 9.00 The 8th with Charlie Sloth. 11.00 Huw
Stephens. 1.00 Annie Nightingale. 3.00 1Xtra Mixes. 4.00
Radio 1’s Early Breakfast Show with Adele Roberts.
RADIO 2: 5.00 Vanessa Feltz. 6.30 Chris Evans. 9.30 Ken

Bruce. 12.00 Jeremy Vine. 2.00 Steve Wright in the
Afternoon. 5.00 Simon Mayo. 7.00 Celtic Connections. 8.00
Jo Whiley. 10.00 Bill Kenwright’s Golden Years. 11.00 Nigel
Ogden: The Organist Entertains. 11.30 Listen to the Band.
12.00 Sounds of the 80s. 2.00 Radio 2’s Folk Playlist. 3.00
Radio 2 Playlist: 90s Hits. 4.00 Radio 2 Playlist: Wednesday
Workout.
RADIO 3: 6.30 Breakfast. 9.00 Essential Classics. 12.00
Composer of the Week: Handel. 1.00 News 1.02 Radio 3
Lunchtime Concert. 2.00 Afternoon Concert. 5.00 In Tune.
7.00 In Tune Mixtape. 7.30 Radio 3 in Concert. The Estonian
Philharmonic Chamber Choir performs the music of Arvo
Part. 10.00 Free Thinking. 10.45 The Essay: Looking Good.
11.00 Late Junction. 12.30Through the Night.
RADIO 4: 5.30 News Briefing 5.43 Prayer for the Day. 5.45
Farming Today. 5.58 Tweet of the Day. 6.00 Today. 8.30 (LW)
Yesterday in Parliament. 9.00The Life Scientific. 9.30 One to
One. 9.45 (LW) Daily Service. 9.45 (FM) Book of the Week:
No Place to Lay One’s Head. 10.00Woman’s Hour. 11.00 In
Their Element. 11.30 Moving Pictures. 12.00 News 12.01
Weather 12.04 Witness. 12.15 Call You and Yours. 12.57
Weather 1.00TheWorld at One. 1.45Will Self’s Great British

Bus Journey. 2.00The Archers. 2.15 Drama: The Beard. 3.00
The Kitchen Cabinet. 3.30 Making History. 4.00 Word of
Mouth. 4.30 A Good Read. 5.00 PM. 5.54 Weather 5.57
Weather 6.00 Six O’Clock News 6.30 Simon Evans Goes to
Market. 7.00 The Archers. 7.15 Front Row. 7.45 The Truth
About Hawaii. 8.00 File on 4. 8.40 In Touch. 9.00 Inside
Health. 9.30 The Life Scientific. 10.00 The World Tonight.
10.45 Book at Bedtime: Reading Europe – Turkey: The Red-
HairedWoman. 11.00The Infinite Monkey Cage. 11.30Today
in Parliament. 12.00 Weather 12.30 Book of the Week: No
Place to Lay One’s Head. 12.48Weather 1.00 As BBCWorld
Service 5.20Weather
RADIO 5 LIVE: 5.00 Morning Reports. 5.15 Wake Up to
Money. 6.00 5 Live Breakfast. 10.00 The Emma Barnett
Show. 1.00 Afternoon Edition. 4.00 5 Live Drive. 7.00 5 Live
Sport. 8.00 5 Live Sport: Premier League Football 2017-18.
10.00 5 Live Sport: 5 Live Football Social. 10.30 PhilWilliams.
Live news and sport. 1.00 Up All Night.
CLASSIC HITS 4FM: 6.00 PJ and McCabe in the Morning
10.00 Damian Farrelly 1.00 Niall Boylan 3.00 Gareth
O’Callaghan in the Afternoon 7.00 Non-stop Classic Hits 9.00
Niall Boylan at Night 1.00 Non-stop Club Classics

RADIO TODAY

EXPERIENCE PHOTOGRAPHS FROMOUR
ARCHIVES LIKE YOU’VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE

NOW&THEN Switch back and forth in time with a Now and Then view of Cork.
New locations being added all the time.
Beautifully optimised for desktop, tablet and smartphone.

Visit: irishexaminer.com
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Situations Vacant

DAEC Ltd
AutoCAD BIM Mechanical
Designers, Stainless Steel pipe
fitters, Orbital Welders and
General Operatives,
Pharmaceutical experience
preferred, Cork area for a  1
year project, CV's
info@dermanassociates.com

NUI Galway OÉ Gaillimh
Applications are invited for the

following posts:
College of Arts, Social Sciences

and Celtic Studies
Senior Lecturer in Education
Closing Date: Thursday 8th

March 2018. The hours of
work are those prescribed
under the Public Service
Agreement in respect of Aca-
demic Staff. Salary: Senior
Lecturer: €66,035 to
€91,242 pro rata p.a.

Senior Technical Officer,
School of Psychology

Closing Date: Thursday 15th
February 2018 Hours of
work: 39 Salary: €48,679
p.a. to €58,531 pro rata p.a.

College of Business, Public
Policy and Law Senior Lec-
turer in Business (Part-Time,
0.6), Shannon College of
Hotel Management

Closing Date: Thursday 8th
March 2018 Lecturer Below
the Bar (Fixed Term), Hotel
Operations, Facility Manage-
ment and Hotel Law, Shannon
College of Hotel Management
Closing Date: Thursday 22nd

February 2018 The hours of
work are those prescribed
under the Public Service
Agreement in respect of Aca-
demic Staff. Salary: Senior
Lecturer: €66,035 to
€91,242 pro rata p.a. Lec-
turer Below the Bar: €37,230
to €57,782 pro rata p.a.

Human Resources Office
Director of Human Resources
Closing date: Wednesday, 14th

February 2018 Hours of
work: 37 Salary: € 110,060 -
€139,501 pro rata p.a.

Human Resources Manager,
Employee Relations

Closing date: Friday, 16th Feb-
ruary 2018 Hours of work:
37 Salary: €66,238.50 p.a. -
€82,970.56 pro rata p.a.

Human Resources Operations
Manager Closing date: Friday,
16th February 2018 Hours of
work: 37 Salary: €49,803
p.a. - €66,239 pro rata p.a.

Application details/procedure:
For further information and to

make an online application
for the above posts please vis-
it http://www.nuigalway.ie/
about-us/jobs/

National University of Ireland,
Galway is an equal opportun-
ities employer.

NURSE required for Part time
position in Cork City GP
practice. Fully computerised
practice. Please respond to
meadowparksurgery@gmail.com
or 086 8558871.

NURSES, Care Assistants and
Cleaners wanted. CV’s to
padrepiorochestown@
eircom.net

Medical
Chemists

Beauty
Counter

OTC Assistant required for
Skibbereen Pharmacy. Full
time position. Beauty
experience preferred but not
essential. E-mail CV and cover
letter please to
james1hamilton@homail.com.

Car Hire

Great Island
Car Rentals

Contact Ph. 021-4811609

Auctions

Lynes &  Lynes
Charleston Contents Feb. 24th
021-4389998 087-2531580

Licensed
Premises

SELLING or buying a  7 Day
Liquor Licence.0404 42832

Personal

SINGLE? ..FEELING left out?
Looking for a Long Term
Relationship?..Companionship?
Take the first step
and register with
EmeraldMatchmakers.com
or Ph. Jane on 087 1461451

Planning Notices

LIMERICK COUNTY COUN-
CIL: Dara O’Connell is
applying to Limerick County
Council for planning
permission for change of use
of agricultural outhouses to
dog grooming facilities and
boarding kennels together
with ancillary site works and
advertising signage at Cooly-
brown, Ardagh Co Limerick.
The planning application may
be inspected or purchased at
a fee/not exceeding the reas-
onable cost of making a copy
at the offices of the relevant
planning authority during its
public opening hours and
that a submission or observa-
tion in relation to the applica-
tion may be made to the plan-
ning authority in writing on
payment of the prescribed fee
within a  period of 5  weeks
beginning on the date of re-
ceipt by the authority of the
application

To Advertise in the

Legal
and

Public
Notices
Section

Contact:
Tele Sales

Tel. 021-4802180
Fax. 021-4271017

e-mail:
notices@examiner.ie

191,000 people read

the Irish Examiner

every day.

That’s more than

double the number of

people that will fit

in Croke Park

CALL OUR
TELE SALES TEAM

T. 021 427 44 55
E. ads@examiner.ie

Source: TGI 2016
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In Memoriam

Kathleen Corcoran
EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY

In loving memory of
KATHLEEN CORCORAN,
Dooneen, Millstreet who
died on January 30th, 2010.

Will those who think of
her today,

A little prayer to Jesus say.
(Always remembered by her
husband Martin, family and
friends)

Kathleen Corcoran
EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY

In loving memory of
KATHLEEN CORCORAN,
Dooneen, Millstreet, who
died on January 30, 2010.
Silent thoughts of times to-
gether,
Hold precious memories
that will last forever.
(Sadly missed by her sister
Eileen, Jim and family)

HUGHES: (Eighth An-
niversary). Fond memories of
EILEEN, late of Masseytown,
Macroom.
(Always remembered by
Carmel, Seamus, Jack and
Hannah)

John Joe Lordan
20th ANNIVERSARY

When Life’s Journey here
is ended,

And this earth no more
you’ll trod,

May your name in gold be
written,

In the Autograph of God.
(Sadly missed today and
always Margaret, sons,
daughter, his brothers and
sisters, nieces and nephews,
grandchildren, friends and
all who knew him.)

Mulholland
15TH ANNIVERSARY

In loving memory of my
dear sister MARGARET on
her anniversary.
(Always remembered by
Patsy, John, Jenny and
Emma).

Ruttledge
In memory of our beloved
CATHERINE (nee Healy),
late of Wexford and Ovens,
Co. Cork whose Eighth
Anniversary occurs today.
(Lovingly remembered,
Liam, Margaret, Dan and Jo,
family and friends).

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a
h-anam uasal

The Irish Examiner and the Evening Echo have shared
Cork’s highs and lows, its triumphs and tribulations
for 175 years. Our place is at the centre of all that’s
important to our readers, visit our city centre sales

office at 80 Oliver Plunkett Street, Cork
(near the English Market).

City centre sales office opening hours
Monday-Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday 10:00am - 2:30pm
Tel. 021 4802 300

In the heart of the city

Death Notices

BARNETT (Goleen): On
January 28, 2018, peacefully,
at Bantry General Hospital,
BRIAN, beloved son of the
late Sean and Anna Barnett,
Church Road. Sadly missed
by his loving sisters Mary
and Breda, brother Denis,
brothers-in-law Kieran and
Jack, sister-in-law Sophie,
nephews, nieces, relatives
and friends. Reposing at his
residence on tomorrow
(Wednesday) from 4pm.
Reception into St Patrick’s
Church, Goleen on Thursday
at 11.30am, followed by
Requiem Mass at 12 noon.
Funeral afterwards to the
adjoining cemetery.

Rest in peace.

FOLEY (Cobh): On January
29, 2018, peacefully,
surrounded by his loving
family and in the loving care
of all at Ward 3d, at
Cork University Hospital,
BRENDAN, Loyola, Ballyleary,
beloved husband of Rose
(nee Brierley) and dear
father of Raymond, Caroline,
Bernard, Cornelius and
Christopher. Sadly missed by
his loving wife and family,
son-in-law Derek, daughters-
in-law Oonagh and Naima,
grandchildren Lorna, Raeven,
Abbey, Hannah, Theo, Liam
and Nongboy, sisters Kathleen
and Margaret, brother Oliver,
sisters-in-law Sr Valerian and
Ita, nephews, nieces, relatives
and a  large circle of friends.
May he rest in peace.
Reposing at his home on this
(Tuesday) evening from 4pm
with Rosary at 7pm.
Reception into St Colman’s
Cathedral on tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 10.30am for
11am Requiem Mass,
followed by burial in Old
Church Cemetery.

GINNANE (Browningstown
Park East, Cork and formerly
of Monkstown, Co. Cork): On
January 28, 2018, CHARLES,
peacefully, in the loving
care of Millbrae Lodge
Nursing Home, Newport, Co.
Tipperary, late of Pfizers,
Dunlops, Southern Theatre
Group and Irish Institute of
Purchasing and Materials
Management. Sadly mourned
by his relatives at home and
abroad in UK, Australia and
USA, kind neighbours and a
wide circle of friends.
Reception prayers at 6.30pm
on this (Tuesday) evening in
Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
Ballinlough. Requiem Mass at
11am on tomorrow (Wednes-
day). Burial afterwards in St.
Joseph’s Cemetery, Tory Top
Road.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh
a anam dílis

www.jerhoconnorfuneralhomes.ie

KENNEALLY (Cork City and
Ballyduff Upper, Co.
Waterford): On January 28,
2018, ANNE. Sadly missed
by her daughter Bernadette,
brother Chris, sister Teresa,
grandchildren Lee and Finn,
sister-in-law Mary, relatives
and friends. RIP. Reposing in
Ryan’s Funeral Home,
Lismore, this (Tuesday)
evening from 6pm, followed
by removal at 7pm to St.
Michael’s Church, Ballyduff.
Requiem Mass on Thursday
at 11am, followed by private
cremation.

Death Notices

LUCEY (Cork): On January
28, 2018, ANNE, Shanakiel,
Cork, dearly loved wife of
James and much loved
mother of Suzanne and Brian.
Sadly missed by her loving
husband, daughter, son,
brothers, sisters, daughter-in-
law Ciara, adored grandson
James Conor, brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, nephews,
nieces, relatives and friends.
Requiem Mass at 2pm on
tomorrow (Wednesday) in
the Sacred Heart Church,
Western Road. Funeral
afterwards to the Island
Crematorium, Ringaskiddy,
Co. Cork. House private.
Family flowers only.
Donations in lieu, to Cork
Penny Dinners.

May she rest in peace.
www.jerhoconnorfuneralhomes.ie

McAULIFFE (Newmarket): On
January 28, 2018, peacefully,
at Mallow General Hospital,
DENIS, Mount Keeffe,
husband of the late Anne
and dear dad of Aedín
(Fitzgerald) and Denise
(Cunningham). Deeply
mourned by his loving
daughters, brothers Connie
and Dan, sister Ina, sons-in-
law Jerry and Robert, grand-
daughters, brother-in-law,
sisters-in-law, nephews,
nieces, relatives, neighbours
and friends. May he rest in
peace. Reposing at O’Reilly’s
Funeral Home on this
(Tuesday) evening from 6pm
to 8pm, followed by removal
to St. Mary’s Church.
Requiem Mass on tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 12 noon.
Funeral afterwards to Clonfert
Cemetery.

McCARTHY (The Star, Ross-
carbery and formerly of
Casheliskey): On January 28,
2018, peacefully, at Cork
University Hospital, FELIX,
beloved husband of the late
Ann and much loved father of
Geraldine. Deeply mourned
and sadly missed by
his daughter, sister-in-law,
brother-in-law, nephews,
nieces, grandnephews,
grandnieces, relatives, neigh-
bours and friends. A  special
mention to all the staff and
his friends at Mount Carmel
Hospital, Clonakilty and also
thanks to the doctors and
nurses at CUH who cared for
Felix in his final days. RIP.
Reposing at Daly’s Funeral
Home, Rosscarbery on
today (Tuesday) from 6pm,
followed by removal
at 7.30pm to St Fachtna’s
Parish Church, Rosscarbery.
Requiem Mass on tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 12 noon.
Burial afterwards in Ross
Abbey.

Go gcónaí sé i síocháin.

NAGLE (Union Hall): On
January 29, 2018, peacefully,
in the tender care of the
doctors, nurses and staff
of Skibbereen Community
Hospital, CONSTANCE
(CONNIE) (nee O’Donovan),
beloved wife of the late Dan,
Squince, Union Hall. Deeply
regretted by her loving
nieces, nephews, relatives,
kind neighbours and her
many friends. May she rest
in peace. Reposing in
Shanahan’s Funeral Home,
Leap. Removal on today
(Tuesday) at 7pm to St
Brigid’s Church, Union Hall.
Requiem Mass on tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 11.30am.
Funeral immediately after-
wards to Myross Cemetery.

Death Notices

O’MAHONY (Kilbrittain): On
January 27, 2018, at Bantry
General Hospital, DANIEL
(DANNY), Bawnea, Kilbrit-
tian, beloved brother of the
late Jeremiah (Bobby). Sadly
missed by his loving sisters
Mary, Nora and Betty,
brother-in-law Pat, nephews,
nieces, grandnieces, grand-
nephew, neighbours, relatives
and friends. Requiem Mass
on today (Tuesday) at 12
noon in St Patrick’s Church,
Kilbrittain. Funeral afterwards
to the adjoining cemetery.
May Danny rest in peace.

O’DRISCOLL (Skibbereen):
On January 28, 2018, peace-
fully, at home, surrounded by
his loving family, JOHNNY,
devoted husband of Anna
(nee Crowley), Derryleigh,
Skibbereen and much loved
father of Leo, Kevin, Marie
(Limrick), Brendan and
Adrian. Deeply regretted by
his loving wife and family,
son-in-law Mark, daughters-
in-law Peggy, Pauline and
Nina, adored grandfather to
his 13 grandchildren, sisters
Virgie (O’Callaghan) and
Chrissie (Connolly), brothers
Con and Paddy, brother-in-
law, sister-in-law, nieces,
nephews, relatives, neigh-
bours and a  wide circle of
friends, especially those in
Bol Chumann na hEireann.
May he rest in peace.
Reposing in St Mary’s Parish
Church, Leap on today
(Tuesday) from 6pm,
followed by prayers at 8pm.
Requiem Mass on tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 2pm. Burial
immediately afterwards in the
adjoining cemetery.

O’MAHONY (Knocknagap-
pagh, Inch): On January 29,
2018, peacefully, in the
wonderful care of the staff at
Youghal and District Nursing
Home, Gortroe and in the
presence of his loving family,
NOEL, beloved son of the late
Maurice and Margaret and
much loved brother of Willie.
Sadly missed by his loving
family, sister-in-law Bridie,
nieces Orla and Sharon,
nephews Declan and Shane,
grandnephew, grandnieces,
relatives, neighbours and
friends. RIP. Reposing at
Egan’s Funeral Home,
Greencloyne, Youghal from
5.30pm today (Tuesday) with
Rosary at 7pm. Requiem
Mass on tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 12 noon in St
Patrick’s Church, Inch, with
burial afterwards in the
adjoining cemetery.

O’SULLIVAN (Blackrock,
Cork): On January 29, 2018,
peacefully, in the presence of
his family, at the Cork
University Hospital, JAMES
(JIM) (late staff nurse of Our
Lady’s Hospital), loving father
of John, Elma, Derry and
Deirdre and dear brother of
Kathleen, Paddy and the late
Jackie. Sadly missed by his
loving family, daughter-in-
law Eileen, granddaughter
Mikhaila, nephews, nieces,
relatives, neighbours and
friends. Lying in repose at the
Temple Hill Funeral Home,
Boreenmanna Road of
Jerh. O’Connor Ltd. from
tomorrow (Wednesday).
Removal (same evening)
(Wednesday) at 6.30pm to St.
Michael’s Church, Blackrock.
Requiem Mass on Thursday,
February 1, at 12 noon.
Funeral afterwards to
St. Michael's Cemetery,
Blackrock.

May he rest in peace.

O’SULLIVAN DAVID BATT
(Howth, Co. Dublin and
formerly of Castletownbere,
Co. Cork): On January 27,
2018, peacefully, in the
wonderful care of the staff of
St. Francis Hospice, Raheny.
Most treasured husband of
Freida and adored Dad of
Lorna, Sorcha and Jamie and
brother of Barry and the late
Gerard. David will be sadly
missed by his brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, nieces and
nephews, relations and
friends. Rest in peace.
Reposing this (Tuesday)
afternoon in Stafford’s
Funeral Home, Strand Road,
Portmarnock from 4pm until
6pm. Removal tomorrow
(Wednesday) morning to the
Church of the Assumption,
Howth, arriving for 11.30am
Funeral Mass, followed by
cremation in Dardistown
Crematorium. Family flowers
only please. Donations, if
desired, to St. Francis
Hospice, Raheny. House
strictly private. Enquiries to
Stafford’s Portmarnock 01-
8462620.

Death Notices

RIDGWAY PATRICK
(Briarscourt, Shanakiel):
Passed away, peacefully, at
the Mercy University Hospital,
on January 27, 2018, late of
Schering Plough (MSD),
Brinny, Co. Cork, beloved son
of the late May and Jack
Ridgway (Laburnum Lawn,
Bishopstown and Castletroy,
Co. Limerick), brother-in-law
of the late Carmelita
(Melbourne). Deeply
mourned by his beloved wife
Anna (nee Hayes), sister
Carol (Limerick), brothers
Noel (Melbourne) and Alan
(Luxembourg), sisters-in-law
Veronica and Mary, nieces
and nephews Patricia, Brian,
Jack, Sarah, Sinead
and Clodagh, grandnephew
Chase, cousins, godchildren,
neighbours, colleagues and
a wide circle of friends.
Reposing at O’Connor Bros.
Funeral Home, North Gate
Bridge. Rosary on this
(Tuesday) evening at
7.00pm. Removal on
tomorrow (Wednesday) at
7pm to the Church of the
Descent of the Holy Spirit,
Dennehy’s Cross. Requiem
Mass on Thursday at 11am.
Funeral afterwards to
Dunbullogue Cemetery.
House private, please.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
www.oconnorfuneralcork.ie

SULLIVAN (Upper Gorth,
Urhan, Eyeries, Beara,
Co Cork): On January 28,
2018, unexpectedly, MARY
(HARRY). Deeply mourned
and sadly missed by her life
long partner Harry, sisters
Anne (Squire) and Margaret,
aunt Loretta (Dwyer), uncle
Liam, nieces, nephews, relat-
ives, neighbours and friends.
Reposing at Harrington’s
Funeral Home, Castletown-
bere on tomorrow (Wednes-
day) evening, with removal
at 7.30pm to St. Kentigern’s
Church, Eyeries. Funeral
Mass on Thursday at
12.30pm, followed by
cremation at the Island
Crematorium Ringaskiddy.
No flowers, please. Dona-
tions, if desired, to
Castletownbere Coast Guard
or the Irish Association of
Guide Dogs.

May she rest in peace.

Family Notices

We’re here to
help you

Call to our office at
80 Oliver Plunkett Street,
or call 021 4274455
or email: ads@examiner.ie

The Irish Examiner
understands that it may
be difficult for you when
setting about placing a
remembrance.
Our professional staff
are here to help you.
We can advise you on
wording, layout and
any other questions
you may have.

WILLIAMS PATRICK (PAT)
(Mortalstown, Ardpatrick,
Co. Limerick): On January
27, 2018, suddenly, at resid-
ence. Deeply regretted by his
loving parents Tim and Dolly,
brothers Michael and Tim,
sister Margaret, aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews,
sisters-in-law and many
friends. RIP. Reposing at
John McCarthy &  Sons
Funeral Home, Kilfinane this
(Tuesday) evening at 6pm,
with removal at 8pm to St.
Patrick’s Church, Ardpatrick.
Requiem Mass tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 11am, with
burial in Kilfinane Cemetery.
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A world
apart...

Renewed appeal for information on unsolved cases
Crimecall showed a facial

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n im  ag  e  of 
what the deceased man may
have looked like, which was
created by Dundee Univer-
sity.

The man was found dead
on the evening of September
27, 2014, and while his death
is not being treated as suspi-
c i o u s , ga  rd  aí  ha  ve ye  t to 
identify the man.

He is described as being
between 30 and 40 years of
age, approximately 6ft tall,
with black hair.

He was of broad/strong
build and was wearing a gold
Caravelle by Bulova bracelet
watch.

Anyone with information
can contact Salthill Garda
Station on 091 514720, the
Garda Confidential Line on
1800 666111 or any station.

August 12 between 2.30am
and 7am?

“ H a v e  y o u  a n y  i n -
formation that could assist
the investigation team?”

H e sa  id  Jo  e wa s in  th  e
house that night after re-
turning home, then came out
of the house at some stage be-
tween 2.30am and 7am.

Two people have already
been arrested in relation to
the investigation.

Supt Healy said they had
400 lines of inquiry ongoing.

People can contact Clare-
morris Garda Station on 094
9372080 or Crimestoppers on
1800 250025.

M e a n w h i l e ,  g a  r d  a í  in 
Galway have renewed their
appeal for help in identifying
the body of a man found near
Barna, west of Salthill, over
three years ago.

Murray, said that he was a
major Mayo GAA fan.

Supt Healy said: “Did you
see anyone or any vehicle in
the vicinity of Gortnasillagh
or the N5 between Swinford
a n d Bo  ho  la  on  Sa  tu  rd  ay 

Beaumont Hospital, where
he was pronounced dead on
August 13.

Adrian described his son
as someone who had “friends
all over the place”.

J o e ’ s  c o  u  s in  ,  La  u r  e n 

Irish Examiner, Supt Tony
Healy, who is leading the in-
vestigation, said: “We know
Joe died from a head injury
and we are trying to estab-
lish the truth.

“We believe people have
information that will prog-
ress the investigation.”

Joe, originally from St Al-
bans in England, was on a
fortnight’s holiday in Ireland
visiting friends and relativ-
es. He was out socialising
with friends on August 11 in
Kiltimagh and later returned
to a house in Gortnasillagh
where he was staying with
friends.

He was found in the drive-
way of the house by a passing
cyclist at around 6am and
the alarm was raised.

He was taken to Mayo Uni-
versity Hospital and later to

Cormac O’Keeffe
and Joe Leogue
The family of a young man
found outside a remote Mayo
h o u s e  a f  te  r  su  f f  er  in  g  a
head injury have appealed
directly to people who they
believe have information.

I n a re  ne we d ap  pe  al  in 
relation to the death of 21-
year-old Joe Deacy in the
townland of Gortnasillagh
near Swinford on August 11,
gardaí and Crimestoppers
are also seeking information.

S p e a k i n g la  st  ni  gh  t on 
RTÉ’s Crimecall, his father
A d r i a n  sa  id  :  “S  om  eo  ne 
knows something. How can
they live with themselves
knowing what they know
and still carry on living like
they do?”

S p e a k i n g ea  rl i e r to  th  e

Joe Deacy, St Albans, England,
died in August 2017.

Gardaí want to identity a man
whose body was found in 2014.

threatened, but ignored the
stick if other calls were
played or the stick’s
movement was not snake-
like enough.

Jobs risk
England: One in five jobs in
British cities is likely to be
displaced by 2030 because
of automation and global-
isation, a report predicts.

Retail, customer service
and warehouse jobs are
among those most at threat
of being lost, said Centre For
Cities. The think tank said
struggling cities in the North
and Midlands were more
exposed to job losses than
wealthier cities in the south,
compounding the north/
south divide

cannot help but think of
snakes, a study has found.

The ability to visualise a
specific mental image in
response to a vocal sound
was once thought to be
unique to humans.

Scientists used an
inanimate wooden stick to
demonstrate the same talent
in the Japanese tit, a
songbird that produces
particular alarm calls only
when it encounters
dangerous snakes.

In a series of experiments,
recordings of snake-specific
calls were played while the
birds approached a stick
being moved in a serpentine
fashion up a tree trunk or
along the ground.

The birds responded as if

consumption jumpedover
22% in a decade — from 14.9
litresannually in 2006 to 18.2
litres in 2016.

“We had to do something,”
said the health minister,
Aurelijus Veryga.
“[Alcoholism] makes Lithua-
nia unattractive to foreign
investments and tourism.”

Members of the opposition
have already filed amend-
ments seeking to repeal the
harshest aspects of the law.

Brainy bird
Japan: A bird with a hatred
of snakes has an over-active
imagination that can turn a
harmless stick into a deadly
serpent.

When the Japanese tit
hears a rattling alarm call, it

Pasco County Sheriff’s
Corporal Art Madden
spotted a chestnut-and-white
horse galloping in and out of
traffic on a road north of
Tampa. Rolling down his
patrol car’s window, he
asked the animal to “please
stop”. He also made kissing
noises, but to no avail.

According to authorities,
he was able to herd the mare
into a nearby housing
development, and she finally
halted, but when he got out
of his cruiser she ran off
again. When the horse
eventually stopped for a
secont time, Lt Madden
threw his arms around her
neck. The horse’s owner,
who had reported her
missing, arrived and took it
away unharmed.

Mountain rescue
Austria: Helicopters were
used to rescue more than 100
skiers who became stuck on
a broken chairlift in central
Austria.

Styria provincial police
said Rosenkranz chairlift at
Kreischberg mountain,
north of Klagenfurt, stopped
working because of technical
problems, meaning 100 to 150
people had to be rescued.

Legal hangover
Lithuania: A liquor law in-
creasing the legal drinking
age from 18 to 20, bans alco-
hol advertising, and drasti-
cally curtails opening hours
for off licences has been
introduced.

According to the World
Health Organisation, Lithua-
nians’ per-capita alcohol

England: A trip to the den-
tist is bad enough at the best
of times — but when you’re
only 8in tall and weigh just
500g, everything is a big deal.

Pygmy slow loris Charlie
is probably the first of his
species ever to have a
hemimandibulectomy.

The word is almost as long
as Charlie, but if you break it
down you find the meaning
— hemi mandibul ectomy —
the removal of one side of his
lower jaw.

It all started in September
2017, when Charlie, who lives
at Paignton Zoo in Devon,
needed a dental check-up.

Initially he was seen by the
zoo’s in-house vets because
he had what seemed to be a
simple abscess. It turned out
to be much worse than
initially thought, so help and
advice was sought from
veterinary dental specialist
Matthew Oxford.

Over the next few months,
Mr Oxford performed three
surgeries on Charlie.

Zoo vet Christa van Wes-
sem said: “Charlie was put
on long-term antibiotics and
pain relief and given liquid
food, which he loved and ate
very well with the sutures in
place.

“After the first surgery,
we really did not want him to
chew at all, as it might break
down the sutures and inhibit
wound healing.”

But Charlie suffered a set-
back when the wound from
the first surgery became in-
fected.

Radiographs showed the
jaw bone had been damaged
by the infection and it was
decided to perform the
hemimandibulectomy —
removing part of his infected
lower jaw.

Horseplay
USA: A Florida deputy was
caught on video politely
pursuing a four-legged
suspect on a busy road.

Tiny pygmy slow loris has hemimandibulectomy

Daragh Rice, 16, a transition year student from Coláiste Pobail Osraí, Kilkenny, at the launch of the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018
programme at the National Museum of Ireland, Dublin. Picture: Marc O’SullivanStudent of culture:

Art of skiing

Natasha Muirhead with a 1939 lithograph poster called ‘Splitkein’ by Harald Damsleth at a photocall at
Lyon & Turnbull in Edinburgh, Scotland, ahead of a winter sports arts auction of rare posters of European
resorts including Chamonix, Combloux, and Mont Blanc on January 31. Picture: PA

Human
rights
officers
mooted
for gardaí
■ Watchdog wants lawyer, doctor,
and psychiatrist for detainees
Cormac O’Keeffe
Security Correspondent

H u m a n  r i gh  t s  o f f i c e rs 
should be appointed to every
area of policing as part of a
comprehensive framework
to address persistent prob-
lems in An Garda Síochána.

T h e ca  ll  fr o m th  e Ir  is  h
Council for Civil Liberties
(ICCL) is one of a series of
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  be  in  g
made to the Policing Com-
m i s s i o n , wh  ic  h ha  s be  en 
tasked to draw up a blueprint
for a reformed police force.

I n i t  s  su  bm  is  s i  on  ,  th  e
ICCL also call for:
■ A powerful authority to
oversee all state surveillance
along with a special parlia-
mentary committee;
■ A statutory mechanism to
implement the recommen-
dations of the Commission
on the Future of Policing in
Ireland;
■ The “urgent” establish-
ment of an anti-torture in-
spection system;
■ An ombudsman for vic-
tims.

ICCL executive director
Liam Herrick, said “major
steps” had been taken by suc-
cessive governments, in re-
sponse to various controver-
sies, to improve the account-
ability and effectiveness of
An Garda Síochána.

“It remains the case, how-
ever, that these reforms have
ultimately not been success-
ful in resolving the struc-
tural difficulties within Irish
policing,” said Mr Herrick,
adding that the problems of
deficient management and
breaches of discipline have
“persisted”.

The ICCL broke its recom-
mendations into four groups.

First, it called for the cre-
at i o n of  a co m preh ens ive
framework on a statutory
basis to embed human rights
“in all aspects of policing”,
including a human rights
“monitoring index”.

It said: “We also recom-
mend that human rights of-
ficers, with the authority to
engage with and make rec-
ommendations in all areas,

be employed in each of the
policing institutions.”

The report said that it was
c r u c i a l  th  at  th  er  e wa  s  a
statutory mechanism to im-
p l e m e n t  th  e  re  co  mm  en  -
dations of the Policing Com-
mission.

Second, the ICCL called
for greater accountability
and transparency, starting
with the publication of all
internal Garda policies and
practices.

I n re  la  ti  on  to  le  ga  l  ac  -
countability, it called for
better rights for suspects, in-
cluding access to a lawyer,
doctor, and psychiatrist in
detention.

It said there should be a re-
view of Garda disciplinary
procedures and the estab-
l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s t  at  ut  or  y
scheme for witness protec-
tion.

On independent oversight,
it called for urgent ratifica-
tion of the Optional Protocol
t o  th  e  UN  C o n  v en  t i on 
Against Torture and the cre-
ation of a national preven-
tative mechanism to inspect
conditions in all places of
deprivation of liberty.

Third, on State security
and surveillance, it recom-
m e n d e d th  e cr e at i o n of  a
statutory unified supervis-
o r y au  th  or  it  y to  ov e r s e e
“all” State surveillance, in-
cluding State security and
policing.

This should be backed up
with a parliamentary over-
sight, with suf f icient con-
trols and security clearance.

Fourth, the ICCL called for
a fostering of human rights,
involving a “commitment to
human rights principles on
the part of gardaí at every
level”.

It said human rights train-
ing needed to be integrated
“into all aspects of Garda
education”.

The ICCL also called for
adequate resources for com-
munity policing.
■ ICCL launching its document
at a seminar at the Wood Quay
Venue in Dublin City Council
offices at 6pm today.
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Navigate the changing
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Talk to our team and learn how an IMI
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t: 1800 22 33 88
e: solutions@imi.ie
w: imi.ie

РЕЛИЗ ГРУППЫ "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS

РЕЛИЗ ГРУППЫ
 

"W
hat's

 N
ews" 

VK.C
OM

/W
SNW

S




